
STATE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

JEREMY L. PERSONS, 

a Justice of the Guilford Town Court, 
Chenango County. 

NOTICE OF MOTION 
FOR 

SUMMARY DETERMINATIO 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that upon the annexed affirmations of Cathleen 

S. Cenci, Zachary Wentworth and Stephanie Hanrahan, the annexed exhibits, and 

the Memorandum by Counsel to the Commission, a motion will be heard by the 

State Commission on Judicial Conduct at 61 Broadway, New York, New York 

10006, on the 15th day of December, 2022, seeking a summary determination 

pursuant to 22 NYCRR 7000.6(c) that the Honorable Jeremy L. Persons has 

engaged in judicial misconduct. 

PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that answering papers, if any, are 

required to be filed with the Commission and to be served upon the undersigned on 

or before November 18, 2022. 

Dated: November 4, 2022 
Albany, New York 

TO: Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
 

Mount Upton, New York 13809 

Cathleen S. Cenci, Esq. 
Deputy Administrator 
Commission on Judicial Conduct 
Corning Tower, Suite 2301 
Albany, New York 12223 
(518) 453-4600 



STA TE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

JEREMY L. PERSONS, 

a Justice of the Guilford Town Court, 
Chenango County. 

AFFIRMATION IN 
SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR 

SUMMARY 
DETERMINATION 

CATHLEEN S. CENCI, an attorney duly authorized to practice in the 

courts of the State of New York, affirms under the penalties of pe1jury: 

I. I am a Deputy Administrator for the New York State Commission on 

Judicial Conduct ("Commission"). I submit this affirmation in support of a motion 

for summary determination in the above-captioned matter. 

2. Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, of the Judiciary Law of the State 

of New York, the Commission directed that a Formal Written Complaint 

("Complaint") be served upon the Honorable Jeremy L. Persons ("Respondent"), a 

Justice of the Guilford Town Court, Chenango County. 

3. The Complaint, dated July 13, 2022, contains seven charges, alleging 

that Respondent: ( 1) made inappropriate and sexually charged comments to 

attorneys appearing before him, and drove multiple vehicles bearing inappropriate 

graphics/bumper stickers; (2) failed to report or remit court funds with the Office 



of State Comptroller in a timely manner; (3) failed to answer two traffic tickets and 

renew his vehicle insurance, resulting in the suspension of his driver' s license; ( 4) 

volunteered his judicial email address while speaking with a court clerk regarding 

traffic tickets issued to him; (5) failed to cooperate with the Office of Court 

Administration and Guilford Town officials and obstructed their effo11s to audit the 

town court records; (6) failed to cooperate with the Commission ' s investigation; 

and (7) openly carried a pistol inside his cou11house and on coU11 premises, 

notwithstanding that his license only permitted him to carry a concealed handgun. 

A copy of the Complaint is annexed as Exhibit 1. 

4. On July 22, 2022, Respondent was personally served with a Notice of 

Formal Written Complaint and the Complaint. A copy of the affidavit of personal 

service is annexed as Exhibit 2. 

5. Pursuant to Section 44( 4) of the Judiciary Law and Section 7000.6(b) 

of the Commission' s Operating Procedures and Rules, Respondent's verified 

Answer was due within 20 days of service of the Complaint. By letter dated 

August 22, 2022, I notified Respondent that the Commission had not received his 

Answer and that his failure to answer constituted an admission of the allegations of 

the Complaint. A copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit 3. 

6. Respondent has not served an Answer to the Complaint to date and the 

20-day deadline for him to do so has long since expired. 
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7. Pursuant to Section 7000.6(b) of the Commission's Operating 

Procedures and Rules, because Respondent failed to answer the Complaint, he is 

deemed to have admitted all the allegations in the Complaint. Based on 

Respondent' s failure to serve an Answer, there is no genuine issue as to any 

material fact, and summary determination is appropriate, pursuant to the Section 

7000( 6)( c) of the Commission's Operating Procedures and Rules. 

8. As set forth more fully in the accompanying Memorandum by 

Commission Counsel, Respondent's misconduct as set forth in the Complaint is 

hereby established. Accordingly, Commission Counsel respectfully requests that 

the Commission grant summary determination as to Charges I through VII of the 

Complaint. 

WHEREFORE, it is respectfully submitted that no issues of fact exist, 

and that summary determination be entered finding that Charges I through VII of 

the Complainant are sustained, that Respondent engaged in judicial misconduct, 

and that a date be set for memoranda to be filed and oral argument to be heard on 

the issue of sanction. 

Dated: November 4, 2022 
Albany, New York 
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CATHLEEN S. CENCI 
Deputy Administrator 
State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
Corning Tower, Suite 2301 
Albany, New York 12223 
(518) 453-4600 



ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN 
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL 

CATHLEEN S. CENCI 
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR 

S. PETER PEDROTTY
KATHLEEN E. KLEIN
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SHRUTI JOSHI 
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NEW YORK STATE 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

July 14, 2022 
Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice  

Mount Upton, New York 13809 

Re:  Matter of Jeremy L. Persons 

Dear Judge Persons: 

The State Commission on Judicial Conduct has directed that a Formal 
Written Complaint be served upon you, pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 
4, of the Judiciary Law.  Enclosed are the Notice of Formal Written 
Complaint and the Formal Written Complaint in this matter.  For your 
reference, the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct and the Commission’s 
Operating Procedures and Rules are available on the Commission’s 
website.1 

Kindly complete the enclosed form advising the Commission of your 
home address and return the form by mail to the Clerk of the 
Commission.  This information is requested pursuant to a practice of the 
Court of Appeals.  The information is confidential and will be transmitted by 
the Clerk of the Commission to the Court of Appeals in the event there is a 
public disciplinary determination.  The remainder of the form contains a 
“Request and Authorization.”  Please note that the Request and 

1 http://www.cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/legal.authorities.htm 

Exhibit 1 to Cenci Affirmation
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Authorization must be completed in order for your attorney to be notified by 
the Court of Appeals of any public determination filed with the Court by the 
Commission. 
 
 Papers are being served upon you personally at your home address.  
At your earliest convenience please acknowledge receipt of these papers. 
 
 If you have any questions concerning this matter, please contact Staff 
Attorney Shruti Joshi. 

 
Very truly yours, 

       
Cathleen S. Cenci 
Deputy Administrator 

 
 
Enclosures 



STATE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

JEREMY L. PERSONS, 

a Justice of the Guilford Town Court, 
Chenango County. 

Judge's Home Address 

In the event that a determination of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is made in the above 
matter requiring transmittal to the Chief Judge and service upon the judge in accordance with 
Judiciary Law§ 44, subd. 7, the Court of Appeals has asked the Commission to provide the 
judge's home address . 

Judge's Home Address 

Request and Authorization to Notify Judge's Attorney of Determination 

In the event that a determination of the Commission on Judicial Conduct is made in the above 
matter requiring transmittal to the Chief Judge and service upon me in accordance with Judiciary 
Law § 44, subd. 7, the undersigned judge or justice: 

(1) requests and authorizes the Chief Judge to cause a copy of my notification letter from her 
and a copy of the determination to be sent to my attorney(s) by mail : 

Attorney's Name, Address, Telephone 

(2) requests and authorizes the Clerk of the Commission to transmit this request to the Chief 
Judge together with the other required papers. 

This request and authorization shall remain in force unless and until a revocation in writing by 
the undersigned judge or justice is received by the Commission. 

Dated: 
Signature of Judge or Justice 

Acknowledgment: 
Signature of Attorney for Judge or Justice 

SEND TO: Clerk of the Commission 
State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
61 Broadway, Suite 1200 
New York, New York 10006 



STATE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

JEREMY L. PERSONS, 

a Justice of the Guilford Town Court, 
Chenango County. 

NOTICE OF FORMAL 
WRITTEN COMPLAINT 

NOTICE is hereby given to Respondent, Jeremy L. Persons, a Justice of the 

Guilford Town Court, Chenango County, pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, of 

the Judiciary Law, that the State Commission on Judicial Conduct has determined 

that cause exists to serve upon Respondent the annexed Formal Written Complaint; 

and that, in accordance with said statute, Respondent is requested within twenty 

(20) days of the service of the annexed Formal Written Complaint upon him to 

serve the Commission at its Albany office, Corning Tower, Suite 2301, Albany, 

New York 12223, with his verified Answer to the specific paragraphs of the Com

plaint. 

Dated: July 13, 2022 
New York, New York 

To: Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
 

Mount Upton, New York 13809 

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN 
Administrator and Counsel 
State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
61 Broadway, Suite 1200 
New York, New York 10006 
(646) 386-4800 



STATE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

JEREMY L. PERSONS, 

a Justice of the Guilford Town Court, 
Chenango County. 

FORMAL 
WRITTEN COMPLAINT 

1. Article VI, Section 22, of the Constitution of the State of New York 

establishes a Commission on Judicial Conduct ("Commission"), and Section 44, 

subdivision 4, of the Judiciary Law empowers the Commission to direct that a 

Formal Written Complaint be drawn and served upon a judge. 

2. The Commission has directed that a Formal Written Complaint be 

drawn and served upon Jeremy L. Persons ("Respondent"), a Justice of the 

Guilford Town Court, Chenango County. 

3. The factual allegations set forth in Charges I through VII state acts of 

judicial misconduct by Respondent in violation of the Rules of the Chief Admin

istrator of the Courts Governing Judicial Conduct ("Rules"). 

4. Respondent has been a Justice of the Guilford Town Court, Chenango 

County, since January 2020. His term expires on December 31, 2023. Respondent 

is not an attorney. 



CHARGEI 

5. From in or about October 2020 to in or about October 2021, Respondent 

made sexually charged comments to and about attorneys appearing in his court and 

drove vehicles bearing puerile and otherwise inappropriate graphics and/or bumper 

stickers. 

Specifications to Charge I 

6. In or about October 2020, while sitting on the bench at the conclusion of 

the proceedings before him, Respondent commented to Public Defender Zachary 

Wentworth in sum and substance that he looked forward to Assistant Public 

Defender Stephanie Hanrahan's return from her vacation and said, "She's better 

looking than [you]." 

7. On or about August 26, 2021, when Ms. Hanrahan and Assistant 

District Attorney Christopher Curley were in a conference with Respondent in 

Respondent's chambers, Ms. Hanrahan told Respondent that she would be 

attending the Sheriff's office golf tournament the following day, to which 

Respondent said, "I'd like to watch you golf." When Ms. Hanrahan noted that 

Respondent did not want to watch her since she was not good at golf, Respondent 

replied, "That's not why I want to watch you." 

8. On or about August 26, 2021, while in the courtroom with Mr. Curley 

and Ms. Hanrahan, Respondent began discussing his marital relationship. 

Respondent told the attorneys that he had had a three-way relationship with his ex-
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wife and another woman, but the two women cut him out of the relationship. 

Referring to his ex-wife, Respondent then commented, "She likes the hole better 

than the pole." 

9. From in or about July 2021 to in or about October 2021, the following 

occurred in connection with Respondent's automobile, a Chevrolet passenger car: 

A. Respondent displayed on his automobile a graphic of "Judge 

Dredd," referring to a fictional character known in popular 

culture as "judge, jury and executioner." 

B. On or about October 6, 2021, Respondent displayed on his 

automobile a bumper sticker that read, "Boobies Make Me 

Smile." 

C. Respondent usually parked his vehicle near the non-public 

entrance to the court, where it was visible to police officers 

and/or defendants in custody, entering or leaving the court. 

10. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for 

cause, pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and 

Section 44, subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to 

uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high 

standards of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary would 

be preserved, in violation of Section 100.1 of the Rules; failed to avoid impropriety 

and the appearance of impropriety, in that he failed to respect and comply with the 
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law and failed to act in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity 

and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section 100.2(A) of the Rules; 

failed to perform the duties of judicial office impartially and diligently, in that he 

failed to be patient, dignified and courteous to lawyers with whom he dealt in an 

official capacity, in violation of Section 100.3(B)(3) of the Rules, and manifested 

bias or prejudice against or in favor of a person based on sex or gender, in violation 

of Section 100.3(B)(4) of the Rules; and failed to conduct his extra-judicial 

activities so as to minimize the risk of conflict with judicial obligations, in that he 

failed to conduct his extra-judicial activities so that they do not detract from the 

dignity of judicial office, in violation of Section 100.4(A)(2) of the Rules. 

CHARGE II 

11. For the months of December 2020 and March 2021, Respondent failed 

to report or remit court funds in a timely manner to the Office of the State 

Comptroller ("Comptroller"), as required by Section 1803 of the Vehicle and 

Traffic Law, Sections 2020 and 2021 of the Uniform Justice Court Act, Section 27, 

subdivision 1, of the Town Law, and Section 99-a of the State Finance Law. 

Specifications to Charge II 

12. On or about February 26, 2021, the Comptroller issued to Respondent 

a written notice that his December 2020 monthly report had not been filed by the 
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10th day of the following month as required and was not on file with the 

Comptroller. A copy of the notice is annexed as Exhibit A. 

13. On or about April 13, 2021, the Comptroller issued to Respondent a 

second written notice that his December 2020 monthly report had not been filed by 

the 10th day of the following month as required and was not on file with the 

Comptroller. A copy of the second notice is annexed as Exhibit B. 

14. On or about June 1, 2021, the Comptroller sent an email to 

Respondent, again noting the delinquent December 2020 monthly report and 

notifying him of his failure to file his March 2021 monthly report in a timely 

manner. A copy of the June 1, 2021, email is annexed as Exhibit C. 

15. Respondent's failure to file his monthly reports for December 2020 

and March 2021 in a timely manner resulted in his judicial salary being stopped on 

or about May 20, 2021. A copy of the stop-salary notice is annexed as Exhibit D. 

16. Respondent failed to file his monthly reports for December 2020 and 

March 2021 with the Comptroller until on or about July 8, 2021, and July 20, 2021, 

respectively. 

1 7. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for 

cause, pursuant to Article VI, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and 

Section 44, subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to 

uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high 

standards of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary would 
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be preserved, in violation of Section 100.1 of the Rules; failed to avoid impropriety 

and the appearance of impropriety, in that he failed to respect and comply with the 

law and failed to act in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity 

and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section 100.2(A) of the Rules; and 

failed to perform the duties of judicial office impartially and diligently, in that he 

failed to insure that his judicial duties take precedence over all his other activities, 

in violation of Section 100.3(A) of the Rules, failed to be faithful to the law and 

maintain professional competence in it, in violation of Section 100 .3 (B )( 1) of the 

Rules, and failed to diligently discharge his administrative responsibilities and 

maintain professional competence in judicial administration, in violation of Section 

100.3(C)(l) of the Rules. 

CHARGE III 

18. From in or about 2018 to the date of this Formal Written Complaint, 

Respondent (A) failed to answer two traffic tickets issued to him in the Village of 

Johnson City, resulting in the suspension of his driver's license in or about 

February 2018 and again in or about April 2021, and (B) failed to renew the 

insurance on his motor vehicle, resulting in the suspension of his driver's license in 

or about January 2021. 

Specifications to Charge III 

19. On or about October 28, 2017, Respondent was charged with two 

traffic violations for driving a motor vehicle that was uninspected and was without 
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adequate lights. The citations were returnable in the Johnson City Village Court 

on November 15, 2017. A copy of the court file is annexed as Exhibit E. 

20. Respondent failed to answer the tickets. As a result, his driver's 

license was suspended on or about February 22, 2018. The suspension was lifted 

on or about November 25, 2019, after Respondent pled not guilty and paid a fee to 

lift the suspension. 

21. Thereafter, Respondent failed to appear on the two tickets in the 

Johnson City Village Court. As a result, on or about April 30, 2021, his license 

was suspended again. 

22. On or about January 1, 2021, Respondent received an unrelated license 

suspension for lapsed insurance on his motor vehicle. 

23. On or about September 9, 2021, after being notified by the 

Commission that it was investigating a complaint concerning his license 

suspensions, Respondent pled guilty to both traffic tickets in the Johnson City 

Village Court. On or about November 15, 2021, Respondent paid a total fine of 

$335 plus a fee of $140 to lift the second suspension. 

24. Respondent's license remains suspended for lapsed insurance as of the 

date of this Formal Written Complaint. A copy of Respondent's driver's abstract 

is annexed as Exhibit F. 

25. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for 

cause, pursuant to Article VI, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and 
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Section 44, subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to 

uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high 

standards of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary would 

be preserved, in violation of Section 100.1 of the Rules; and failed to avoid 

impropriety and the appearance of impropriety, in that he failed to respect and 

comply with the law and failed to act in a manner that promotes public confidence 

in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section 100.2(A) of 

the Rules. 

CHARGEIV 

26. In or about September 2021, Respondent used his official judicial 

email account and address on a matter unrelated to his judicial office, to 

communicate with the Johnson City Village Court on a personal matter, after that 

comi inter alia ordered the suspension of his driver's license. 

Specifications to Charge IV 

27. On or about October 28, 2017, Respondent was charged with two 

traffic violations for driving a motor vehicle that was uninspected and was without 

adequate lights. The citations were returnable in the Johnson City Village Court 

on November 15, 2017. Respondent failed to answer the tickets, and his driver's 

license was suspended on February 22, 2018, as a result. The suspension was 

lifted after Respondent pled not guilty and paid a fee to lift the suspension on or 

about November 25, 2019. However, Respondent again failed to appear on the 
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two tickets, and his license was suspended again on or about April 30, 2021. See 

Exhibit E. 

28. In or around January 2020, after becoming a judge of the New York 

State Unified Court System (UCS), Respondent was issued a UCS email account 

with the address " @nycourts.gov." 

29. On or about September 9, 2021, Respondent telephoned the Johnson 

City Village Court and spoke to April Chapman, a court clerk. During the call, 

Respondent gave Ms. Chapman the email address " @nycourts.gov" as a 

means by which the court could communicate with him and send him the credit 

card form for payment of the suspension lift fee. After seeing the "nycomis" email 

address, Ms. Chapman looked up Respondent and made a note in the court file 

regarding her phone call that included the comment, "hes [sic] a judge at Guilford, 

NY." Exhibit E p. 2_. 

30. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for 

cause, pursuant to Article VI, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and 

Section 44, subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to 

uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high 

standards of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary would 

be preserved, in violation of Section 100.1 of the Rules; and failed to avoid 

impropriety and the appearance of impropriety in that he failed to act in a manner 

that promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary, in 
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violation of Section 100.2(A) of the Rules, and lent the prestige of judicial office to 

advance his private interests, in violation of Section 100.2(C) of the Rules. 

CHARGE V 

31. From in or about August 2021, through the date of this Formal Written 

Complaint, Respondent failed to cooperate with the Office of Court Administration 

("OCA") and officials of the Town of Guilford in that he obstructed their efforts to 

obtain, examine, review and/or audit court records concerning his alleged failure to 

fulfill his official financial obligations and otherwise perform his judicial duties 

properly. 

Specifications to Charge V 

32. Supreme Court Justice Norman St. George serves as Deputy Chief 

Administrative Judge of the Unified Court System for the Courts Outside New 

York City. Supreme Court Justice Eugene D. Faughnan serves as Administrative 

Judge for the Sixth Judicial District, which is based in Binghamton and includes 

Chenango County. Cortland City Court Judge Elizabeth Burns serves as 

Supervising Judge for the Town and Village Courts in certain counties of the Sixth 

Judicial District, including Chenango County. Joshua S. Shapiro serves as Special 

Counsel to the Administrative Judge for the Town and Village Courts in the Sixth 

Judicial District. Guilford Town Justice Karen Osborn is Respondent's co-judge. 

George Seneck is the Guildford Town Supervisor. 
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33. In or about May 2021, after Respondent's salary had been stopped for 

his failure to file monthly reports with the Office of the State Comptroller in a 

timely manner for December 2020 and March 2021, Judge Osborn, and Supervisor 

Seneck communicated with OCA officials and expressed their concerns regarding 

Respondent's handling of his judicial duties, including inter alia, the following: 

A. Respondent's failure to process and/or deposit fine payments or 

pleas in a timely manner according to law; 

B. Respondent's failure to report or remit funds to the Comptroller 

in a timely manner according to law; 

C. Respondent's improper suspensions of drivers' licenses; 

D. Respondent's failure to lift license suspensions after requisite 

suspension fees had been paid to lift such suspensions; and 

E. Respondent's failure to address complaints from litigants who 

experienced difficulty reaching him or his office on court

related business. 

34. On or about August 4, 2021, Supervising Judge Burns and Special 

Counsel Shapiro met with Respondent, Judge Osborn, and Supervisor Seneck to 

address and resolve concerns regarding Respondent's judicial and administrative 

duties. Respondent agreed to take remedial steps necessary to address each of the 

concerns, including a missing deposit of court funds. 
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35. On or about September 21, 2021, Respondent was asked to meet with 

Supervising Judge Burns and Mr. Shapiro at the Sixth Judicial District 

Administrative Office in Binghamton. Although Respondent had confirmed that 

he would attend this meeting, which was scheduled for 10:00 AM, he did not 

appear for the meeting, nor did he respond to several messages left on his cell 

phone and home phone by Mr. Shapiro that day. 

36. On or about September 22, 2021, Respondent wrote an email to Mr. 

Shapiro asserting that he did not attend the meeting because his car broke down, 

that he had no cell phone service at the location where his car broke down, and that 

when he reached an area where he did have cell phone service, he did not have the 

phone number for the District office. 

3 7. Despite his agreement on or about August 4, 2021, to take remedial 

steps regarding his judicial and administrative duties, Respondent failed to do so, 

notwithstanding assistance offered by Judge Bums and Mr. Shapiro. As a result, 

Mr. Shapiro, in consultation with Administrative Judge Faughnan, ordered an 

internal audit of the Guilford Town Court. 

38. An initial audit meeting was held on October 7, 2021, via video. 1 At 

the meeting, Respondent was told which documents he needed to produce to the 

1 The meeting originally was scheduled to be held in person, but Respondent had to be asked to 
appear virtually after he told Mr. Shapiro that his wife and son has been exposed to the COVID-
19 virus and were symptomatic. 
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auditors. Although Respondent promised to scan and email the requested 

documents, he never did so. 

39. On or about October 15, 2021, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge St. 

George issued an administrative order, AO/298/2021, directing Respondent to 

relinquish his judicial duties, in that all pending matters before him were to be 

assigned to another judge, and no additional matters were to be assigned to him. A 

copy of the order is annexed as Exhibit G. 

40. Notwithstanding Respondent's failure to cooperate with the audit of 

his court records between October 2021 and May 2022, the audit was completed 

and found five areas of concern, as follows: 

A. There is a shortage in Respondent's combined fine/fee and bail 

account; 

B. Receipts were not always deposited and disbursed in a timely 

manner; 

C. Receipt forms were not properly controlled; 

D. Cash handling responsibilities were not separated; and 

E. Cash and checkbook records were deleted from the cashbook. 

A copy of the audit report is annexed as Exhibit H. 

41. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for 

cause, pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and 

Section 44, subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to 

13 



uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high 

standards of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary would 

be preserved, in violation of Section 100.1 of the Rules; failed to avoid impropriety 

and the appearance of impropriety in that he failed to respect and comply with the 

law and failed to act in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity 

and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section 100.2(A) of the Rules; and 

failed to perform the duties of judicial office impartially and diligently, in that he 

failed to be faithful to the law and maintain professional competence in it, in 

violation of Section 100.3(B)(l) of the Rules, and failed to diligently discharge his 

administrative responsibilities and maintain professional competence in judicial 

administration, and failed to cooperate with court and town officials, in violation of 

Section 100.3(C)(l) of the Rules. 

CHARGE VI 

42. From in or about July 2021 to in or about April 2022, Respondent 

failed to cooperate with the Commission's investigation of the complaints against 

him that resulted in the authorization of this Formal Written Complaint, in that he: 

A. failed to respond to three letters from the Commission 

requesting his response to complaints concerning his failure to 

report and remit to the Comptroller and his driver's license 

suspens10ns; 
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B. failed to produce court records and other related documents 

requested by the Commission; and 

C. failed to appear for testimony concerning four complaints 

against him. 

Specifications to Charge VI 

43. Section 44, subdivision 3, of the Judiciary Law, and Volume 22, 

Sections 7000.3(c) and (e) of the New York Codes, Rules and Regulations (22 

NYCRR 7000.3 [ c] and [ e ]), authorize the Commission to request a written 

response from a judge who is the subject of a complaint and to require a judge's 

testimony during an investigation. 

44. By letter dated June 23, 2021, the Commission notified Respondent 

that it was investigating a complaint from the Comptroller alleging that he had 

failed to file reports or remit funds to the Comptroller in the time required by law 

for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, resulting in his judicial salary 

being stopped on or about May 20, 2020. The letter requested Respondent's 

written response to the allegations by July 21, 2021. A copy of the letter is 

annexed as Exhibit I. 

45. Respondent submitted an undated letter, received by the Commission 

on August 5, 2021, attributing the delay in filing his monthly reports for December 

2020 and March 2021 to medical issues that led to his hospitalization. Respondent 

asked for additional time to respond to the remaining questions about his comi 
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activity and to provide related courts records, but he did not offer a timeframe for 

the additional response. A copy of the Respondent's undated letter is annexed as 

Exhibit J. 

46. By letter dated August 26, 2021, the Commission sent Respondent a 

follow-up letter concerning both the complaint by the Comptroller and an 

additional complaint alleging that Respondent's driver's license was suspended 

due to lapsed insurance, and that he had failed to answer two traffic tickets in the 

Village of Johnson City. A copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit K. 

4 7. Respondent failed to respond to the Commission's letter of August 26, 

2021. By letter dated September 30, 2021, the Commission sent Respondent a 

copy of its letter dated August 26, 2021, and requested his response by October 12, 

2021. The letter of September 30 informed Respondent that his "failure to respond 

may be found by the Commission to be a failure to cooperate with the 

investigation" ( emphasis in original). A copy of the letter dated September 30, 

2021, is annexed as Exhibit L. 

48. Respondent never submitted an additional response to the 

Commission's letter dated June 23, 2021, nor did he submit any response to the 

Commission letters dated August 26, 2021, and September 30, 2021. 

49. By letter dated March 11, 2022, the Commission notified Respondent 

to appear for testimony via video on April 4, 2022, concerning the four complaints 

and his failure to respond to the Commission's inquiries. The letter also asked 
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Respondent to produce certain documents by March 24, 2021, and to confirm his 

appearance by March 28, 2021. A copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit M. 

50. Respondent neither confirmed his appearance for testimony nor 

provided any documents to the Commission. Respondent first communicated with 

the Commission on April 4, 2022, approximately five minutes before his testimony 

was to begin, to ask for a video link in order to participate in the proceeding. 

During the phone call, Respondent offered no explanation for why he failed to 

produce the records or confirm his appearance in advance, as the Commission had 

directed. 

51. After being provided with the video link, Respondent appeared, and 

the proceeding to take his testimony commenced. After a short time, however, he 

abruptly disconnected from the proceeding. After a brief recess was called and 

Commission staff attempted to determine what had occurred, Commission staff 

established a telephone connection with Respondent, who claimed that an internet 

outage in his area had occurred. The stenographer transcribing the video 

proceeding continued to transcribe the telephone conversation, during which 

Respondent agreed on the record that his testimony would resume on April 8, 

2022, at 10:00 AM, in person at the Commission's Albany office, which he would 

attend to complete his testimony. A copy of the transcript of the April 4, 2022, 

proceeding is annexed as Exhibit N. 
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52. The Commission sent Respondent a letter dated April 5, 2022, 

confirming his appearance on April 8, and providing directions to the 

Commission's Albany office. A copy of the letter is annexed as Exhibit 0. 

53. Respondent failed to appear at the Commission on April 8, 2022, and 

he failed to communicate with the Commission in any manner. A transcript was 

prepared on April 8, 2022, noting Respondent's failure to appear. A copy of the 

transcript is annexed as Exhibit P. 

54. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for 

cause, pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and 

Section 44, subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to 

uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high 

standards of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary would 

be preserved, in violation of Section 100.1 of the Rules; and failed to avoid 

impropriety and the appearance of impropriety, in that Respondent failed to respect 

and comply with the law and failed to act in a manner that promotes public 

confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section 

100.2(A) of the Rules. 

CHARGE VII 

5 5. From in or about December 2020 to in or about October 2021, on 

various occasions, Respondent visibly carried a handgun while inside or just 

outside the courthouse, in violation of his permit to carry a concealed pistol. 

18 



Specifications to Charge VII 

56. On or about August 24, 2020, Respondent applied for a New York 

State Pistol Permit. 

57. On or about December 11, 2020, Respondent was issued a permit to 

carry a concealed pistol. A copy of the permit is annexed as Exhibit 0. 

Respondent thereafter obtained two handguns: a semi-automatic Glock and a 

Uberti revolver. 

58. Notwithstanding that Respondent's permit requires the pistol to be 

concealed, his practice while in or just outside the courthouse was to carry a 

handgun on a hip-holster which was easily visible anytime he was not wearing his 

judicial robe. 

59. On one occasion from in or about July 2021 to in or about October 

2021, Respondent placed his handgun on the bench when ADA Wentworth was 

appearing before him during a session of the court. 

60. By reason of the foregoing, Respondent should be disciplined for 

cause, pursuant to Article 6, Section 22, subdivision (a), of the Constitution and 

Section 44, subdivision 1, of the Judiciary Law, in that Respondent failed to 

uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary by failing to maintain high 

standards of conduct so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary would 

be preserved, in violation of Section 100.1 of the Rules; failed to avoid impropriety 

and the appearance of impropriety, in that he failed to respect and comply with the 
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law and failed to act in a manner that promotes public confidence in the integrity 

and impartiality of the judiciary, in violation of Section 100.2(A) of the Rules; 

failed to perform the duties of judicial office impartially and diligently, in that he 

failed to be faithful to the law and maintain professional competence in it, in 

violation of Section 100.3(B)(l) or the Rules, failed to maintain order and decorum 

in proceedings before him, in violation of Section 100.3(B)(2) of the Rules, and 

failed to be patience, dignified and courteous to those with whom he dealt in an 

official capacity in violation of Section 100.3(B)(3) of the Rules; and failed to 

conduct his extra-judicial activities so as to minimize the risk of conflict with 

judicial obligations, in that he failed to conduct his extra-judicial activities so that 

they do not detract from the dignity of judicial office, in violation of Section 

100.4(A)(2) of the Rules. 

WHEREFORE, by reason of the foregoing, the Commission should take 

whatever further action it deems appropriate in accordance with its powers under 

the Constitution and the Judiciary Law of the State of New York. 

Dated: July 13, 2022 
New York, New York 

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN 
Administrator and Counsel 
State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
61 Broadway, Suite 1200 
New York, New York 10006 
( 646) 3 86-4800 
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STATE OF NEW YORK

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

In the Matter of the Proceeding
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4,
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to VERIFICATION

JEREMY L. PERSONS,

a Justice of the Guilford Town Court,
Chenango County.

STATE OF NEW YORK )
:  ss.:

COUNTY OF NEW YORK )

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN, being duly sworn, deposes and says:

1. I am the Administrator of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct.

2. I have read the foregoing Formal Written Complaint and, upon

information and belief, all matters stated therein are true.

The basis for said information and belief is the files and records of the3.

State Commission on Judicial Conduct.

Robert H. Tembeckjian

Sworn to before me this

13‘'^ day of July 2022

Notary Public

LATASHAY JOHNSON

Notary Public, State of New Yorit
NO.01JO6235579

Qualified in New York County
Commission Expires February 14,20^*



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
February 26, 2021 
 
Honorable Jeremy  Persons 
Town of Guilford 
223 Marble Rd 
Guildford, NY  13780 
 
Justice ID: 0833560497P 
 
Dear Justice Persons: 
 
Town and village justices are required to file a monthly report with the Office of the State Comptroller 
(OSC) by the tenth of the month following the report month (Town Law §27; Village Law §4-410; 
Uniform Justice Court Act §2021). A report must be filed even if it is to indicate no activity in that 
month. 
 
The following report(s) were either not received or were not properly reported:  
December 2020      
 
Please check your records for confirmation.  If you have already filed the report(s), please contact 
this office so we may further review this matter.  If you have not filed, please do so as soon as 
possible so that you are in legal compliance with reporting requirements.  
 
Getting started with justice report filing: 
 

 Visit OSC’s Justice Court Filing Website Justice Court Fund Internet Reporting System 
(JCFIR) 

 Log in using your JCFIR User ID and Password 
 
If you need assistance with filing, contact our Help Desk at 866-321-8503, Option 2, or email us at 
courtfund@osc.ny.gov. 
 
We understand that local governments are facing many challenges at this time. Our staff is working 
to target our efforts to support your needs and priorities. Please contact us with any questions. 
 
Thank you, 
Antoinette Villani 
Manager, Justice Court Fund Unit 

Mailed March 3, 2021

EXHIBIT A



April 13, 2021 

Honorable Jeremy  Persons
Town of Guilford 
223 Marble Rd  
Guildford, NY  13780 

Justice ID: 0833560497P 

Dear Justice Persons: 

Town and village justices are required to file a monthly report with the Office of the State Comptroller (OSC) by the 
tenth of the month following the report month (Town Law §27; Village Law §4-410; Uniform Justice Court Act 
§2021). A report must be filed even if it is to indicate no activity in that month.

We notified you on February 26, 2021 that the following report(s) were either not received or were not properly 
reported. We have not received the requested report(s).  
December 2020

To file your report visit the Justice Court Filing Website Justice Court Fund Internet Reporting System (JCFIR). If 
you need assistance with filing, contact our Help Desk at 866-321-8503, Option 2, or email us at 
courtfund@osc.ny.gov. 

Failure to file the required report may result in loss of revenue to the municipality and affect your compensation.  If 
this matter is not resolved timely, your chief fiscal officer will be given formal notification that there has been a 
failure to properly report to the State Comptroller as required by Section 27 of the Town Law or Section 4-410 of 
the Village Law.

It is imperative that you submit the delinquent report(s) as soon as possible to avoid potential penalties.  We 
understand that local governments are facing many challenges at this time. Our staff is working to target our efforts 
to support your needs and priorities. Please contact us with any questions. 

Sincerely,

Leanna Dillon 
Auditor 2 (Municipal)
Justice Court Fund 

cc:  Binghamton Regional Office, Office of the State Comptroller
 Honorable Nancy Sunukjian, Office of Court Administration 
 Honorable Brian D Burns, 6th Judicial District

Mailed May 3, 2021

EXHIBIT B



EXHIBIT C



May 20, 2021

George Seneck
Supervisor
Town of Guilford
223 Marble Rd
Guilford NY  13780

Re: Justice ID 0833560497P
Honorable Jeremy  Persons

Dear Supervisor: 

This is official notification that the above referenced Justice has not properly reported to the State Comptroller for the 
following month(s):

December 2020, March 2021  

Pursuant to Section 27 of the Town Law and Section 4-410 of the Village Law, every town and village justice must file a 
report monthly with the State Comptroller.  The report, certification, or remittance, if any, is due by the tenth of the 
month following the report month (e.g., the April report is due by the tenth of May).  A report must be sent even if it is 
to indicate that no activity occurred in that month.  In the event that a justice fails to properly account for any moneys 
received by such justice, the chief fiscal officer will be notified.  Upon receipt of such notice from the State Comptroller,
it shall be unlawful for the town or village to make any further payment of compensation to such justice until receipt of 
a notice from the Comptroller that a proper accounting has been made.

No further compensation should be made to this Justice until further notice from this office.  Please sign the attached 
copy of this notification and return it to:

Office of the State Comptroller
Justice Court Fund
110 State Street
Albany, NY  12236

Sincerely,

Antoinette Villani
Manager
Justice Court Fund

encl
cc: Honorable Jeremy  Persons

Binghamton Regional Office, Office of the State Comptroller
Honorable Nancy Sunukjian, Office of Court Administration
Honorable Brian D Burns, 6th Judicial District
Chief Council, Commission on Judicial Conduct

Mailed 6/7/2021

EXHIBIT D



1111 I I I I 111111111111111 
-2C3~ 7.JZJZW New York State • Department of Motor Vehicles 

SIMPLIFIED INFORMATION/CERTIFICATE CONCERNING VIOLAT.ION Of.L(IW RELATING TO VEHICLES 

The people of the State of New York 
vs, 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE ;;J, i 

Local Police Code . , D~l~ of A,'.'.~ig.~ment 
10303 •; '.J ',''\', .<., I 1,' 

· Last Name(Delendant) 

PERSONS 
First Name 

JEREMY 
: M.1.: : • .Go.urt Adjou(nljlent Record 

't> 
Docket Number 

17100254.01 
Number and Street 

 
City 
JOHNSON CITY 
Client ID Number 

 
Lie State 
NY 

Date of Birth 
 

Plate Number 

HEX6285 

State 
NY 

Veh. Type 

1 

Apt. No. 

Zip Code Owner is 
137900000 Oper. ~ 

Sex Date Expires 
M 10/11/2025 

Year 
1989 

Make 
FORD 

Reg State 

NY 
Registration Expires 

04/13/2018 

Lie. Class 

D 

Color 
BK 

bale Fr◊IJ1 Code 

Amount 

Date To Requested By 

Date Receipt No. 

THE PERSON DESCRIBED ABOVE IS CHARGED AS FOLLOWS Bail 

rcT;::-im_e ____ rD;:-a-,--te-07f o""ff,,...e~ns-e------,lccNC-VCCIOCC--LA-C-CTCC-10"7N7""0CCFC---------------,f-R_e_fu_nd_-+------+--~-----+-----------, 

11 :34PM 10/28/2017 VTL 
Violation Section 

0306 B 
Description of Violation 

UNINSPECTED MOTOR VEHICLE 

Officer operating radar 

Date of Affirmation 

10/28/2017 
Officer's Last Name 

GORMAN 
First Name 

C 

Arrest Type 

1 - Patrol 
Badge/Shield 

4109 

Traffic 
Infraction Misd Felony 

~ 0 0 
MPH MPH ZONE 

US DOT# 

Comm Ve Bus HazMat 
0 0 0 
Hwy.No 
17C 
Hwy Type 
2 

.. '•.h' 

Officer's Com./Div./Stat. 

C213 

M.I. 

THIS MATTER IS SCHEDULED TO BE HANDLED ON THE APPEARANCE DATE BELOW IN: 

JOHNSON CITY VILLAGE COURT 
· Address 

31 AVENUE C SUITE 2 
City 
JOHNSON CITY 

·~-Return by mail before or in person on: Date 

.·o Must appear in person on: 11115111 

FOR COURT USE ONLY 
Court Code Justice Code 
. NY003061 J 03303 

Date Adjudicated 

State Zip 
NY 13790 

Time 

08:30AM :. 

Charge Convicted of Q AS ABOVE O VTL Q Other Disposition/Sentence 
, I , • , 

iurcharge 

Ball Forfeiture Date O UC 

Fine 

Surcharge 

't1 

. SECTION 1807 OF THE VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC LAW 
PROVIDES THAT DEFENDANT, IN CERTAIN CASES, 
MUST BE INFORMED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

"A plea of guilty to this charge is equivalant to a conviction after trial. 
If you are convicted, not only will you be liable to a penalty, but in 
addition your license to drive a motor vehicle or motorcycle, and your 
certificate of registration, if any, are subject to suspension and 
revocation as prescribed by law." 

To Judge or Clerk of Court: Checkmark the appropriate box 
or boxes below. 

I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT: 

Upon arraignment, that the above instruction was given orally 
to the defendant. 

The defendant appeared in response to a ticket upon which the 
above instructions were printed in bold type, in accordance 
witn Section 1807 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

Defendant entered a plea of guilty in writing pursuant to 
qection 1805 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

I hereby'ce,ftify that the information given on this certificate is a true 
abstract from the records of this court. 

Signature of Judge or Clerk of Court Date 

Amount$ 0 REG O Rev O Susp O Mand. Q Perm 
c-::-:::--:::---------'-------,---------"'DAccY"'S""/M""O"-'NecTH"'S"-/Y'-'E"-'A,..,_R--1 Name of Judge 

DWI Test Type DWI Test Results 

· Supporting Deposition Issued: None O Speeding(Gen101) O Non - Speeding(Gen101a) ~ 

,\ l1i UT0-1.7(4/02) 

EXHIBIT E



111 111111111 I 
'.2·C317JZJM8 New York State • Department of Motor Vehicles 

SIMPLIFIED INFORMATION/CERTIFICATE CONCERNING VIOLATION OF LAW RELATING TO VEHICLES 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE The people of the State of New York 
vs, 

Local Police Code Date of Arraignment 

las.t Name(Defendant) 
PERSONS 
Number and Street 

 
City 
JOHNSON CITY 
Client ID Number 

 
' Lie.State 

NY· 
Date of Birth 

 
Pla!e Number 

HEX6285 

State 
NY 

Veh, Type 

1 

10303 
First Name 
JEREMY 

Zip Code 
137900000 

Sex 
M 

Year 
1989 

Apt. No. 

Owner is 
Oper, l8t 

Date Expires 
10/11/2025 
Make 

FORD 
Reg State 

NY 
Registration Expires 

04/13/2018 

M.I. 

L 
Photo Lie )8t 
Shown 

Lie. Class 
D 

THE PERSON DESCRIBED ABOVE IS CHARGED AS:FOLLOWS• ·•; 

Court Adjournment Record Docket Number 
17100254.02 

Date From Code Date To Requested By 

Date Receipt No. 

r;T;:;'im_e ____ TCD::-a-,-te-07f o""tt,:-en_s_e----.-,,,,.,N""'v""1oc-LAccT=1o~N~O~F-:-------------I Refund 

11 :34PM 10/28/2017 VTL 
Violation Section 

0375 2A1 
Description of Violation 

NO/INADEQUATE LIGHTS 

CfrN/Name County 
VILLAGE OF JOHNSON CITY BROOME 
Street Name 
,MAIN ST 

Offi_cer operating radar 

D'ate of Affirmation 

10/28/2017 
Officer's Last Name 

GORMAN 
'First Name 

Ci 

Arrest Type 

1 - Patrol 
Badge/Shield 

4109 

Traffic 
Infraction Misd 

l8t 0 
MPH 

US DOT# 

Comm Ve Bus 
0 0 
Hwy.No 
17C 
Hwy Type 
2 

Felony 

0 
MPH ZONE 

HazMat 
0 

Loe.Code 
0403 
NCIC/ORI 
10303 

M.I. 

Fine 

Surcharge 

------'Hl-:D=-----+-1, •. , ~c"-------f--9--++-I ~I [)_I 2-"--="-'_<\1---- 'i 
~ I 1 

. · sEctloN 1ao1 OF THE VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC LAW 
: PRO~JDES THAT DEFENDANT, IN CERTAIN CASES, 

.r,MUSJ;l;lE INFORMED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

;,A plea of•guilty to this charge is equivalant to a conviction after trial. 
: .. ,.,\(y,ou are convicted, not only will you be liable to a penalty, but in 
"a:cfdition your license to drive a motor vehicle or motorcycle, and your 
· certificate of registration, if any, are subject to suspension and 
revocation as prescribed by law." 

To Judge or Clerk of Court: Checkmark the appropriate box 
or boxes below. 

•1HIS MATTER IS SCHEDULED TO BE HANDLED ON THE APPEARANCE DATE BELOW IN: I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT: 

JOHNSON CITY VILLAGE COURT 
Address 
·31 AVENUE C SUITE 2 
City 

JOHNSON CITY 
Return by mail before or in person on: Date 

0 Must appear in person on: 11 /15/17 

FOR COURT USE ONLY 

State 
'NY 

Zip 
13790 

Time 

08:30AM 

Court Code Justice Code Date Adjudicated Date Sentence Imposed 

0 

□ 

Upon arraignment, that the above instruction was given orally 
to the defendant. 

The defendant appeared in response to a ticket upon which the 
above instructions were printed in bold type, in accordance 
with Section 1807 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, 

Defendant entered a plea of guilty in writing pursuant to 
Section 1805 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

NY003061J 03303 
.Cha_rge Convicted of O AS ABOVE· 0 VTL O Other Disposition/Sentence F$ine I hereby certify that the information given on this certificate is a true 

abstract fror, the records of this court. 
r::--:-----t-..-.-----c+--------------------~ 

~·~· =,:-;;--:----;c-;------.-------L------__i_,,l,_ur_ch_ar_ge __ __j Signature 6!'.judge or C!~rk of Court 
'Bail Forfeiture Date Q LI C 

• 1,,1,riibu·nt $ O REG O Rev O Susp O Mand, O Perm . · ... , 
~:::c-'--:::--------i.....=:__ ___ -,-______ __!::D:::c_AY~S~/M".'.'O~N<.cT!.l:HS'!!./Y.!..!E:!:A~R----,J' Name oiJudg~. 

D,WI Test Type DWI Test Results . . ...... • ... J 

· Supporting Deposition Issued: None O Speeding(Gen101) O 
1''. 

j - . ' ' 

Non • Speedilig(G@n101a) · )8t 
~~ ,.,.' :->·,, ~ :·;• ·,: ' 

UT0-1.7(4/02) 

1,Vif; 
/! B 

Date 



,, . 

Johnson City Village Court 
31 Ave,nue C Suite'2 

George Korutz Justice Building 
Johnson City, NY 13'790 

Phone: 607·798·0002 
Fax: 607·798~9051 

r,;<';';· 

NOTICE: YOU ARE ENTITLED TO·RECEIVE A SUPPORTING DEPOSITION 
FURTHER EXPLAINING TEE'CHARGES PROVIDED: IF YOU REQUEST SUCH 
SUPPORTING DEPOSITION WITHIN.THIRTY (80) DAYS FROM THE DATE YOU ARE 
DIRECTED TO APPEAR IN COURT AS SET FORTH ON THIS APPEARANCE TICKET 

ORTING DEPOSITION? ~--YES y NO 

___ ,, 

CITY, STA TE, AND ZIP CODE 
. . ' :: :., ; . ._ . 

. ,,, />< /, · · 11rJ ,,\r. 
NOTE: MAIL TO THE JOHNSON CITY ViJJLAGElcoU'RT, 32''A VENUE C, SUITE 2, 
JOHNSON CITY, NY 13790 BY REGISTERED OR CEJ]TIFIED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT 
REQUESTED, OR BY FIRST 0/fl.J.§.S¥-IJ.Ifcfl(f,THIN4~ffiOURS THE COURT SHALL 
THEN AD VISE THE VIOLA TOR BY MAJL OF THE TRIAL DA TE, 

APPLICANTS UNDER 18 YEARS OF AGE MUST SUBMIT NAME AND ADDRESS OF 
PARE/ITAND GAURDIAN BELOW.' 

NAME OF PARENT OR GAURDIAN 

ADDRESS, CITY, STA TE, AND ZIP CODE 

1 

[~OV 2 5 2019 

JUh:,i':;(.q\ Cl'i\' 
VIUJ\GE 1 1-:,iurn· 



·. No'<er11ber 25, 2019 
Johnson City Village -~ourt 

; ., ( 

. Jeremy L. Persons 
i  

Receipt# TF15306 
·Qase no: 171 00254 
.. ·l 

·.·· Johnson City, NY 13790-0000 
'Paid by: Jeremy L. Persons 

· / Reason: Scoff Lift Fee 

Civil 
Fine Surchg Fee Bail 

Amount Received: 0.00 0.00 140.00 0.00 

Ticket # Statute/Section 
· 2C317 JZJ VTL 0306 B 

2C317JZJ VTL 0375 2A1 

Charge Text 
NO INSP CERT 
VIOL-LIGHTS 

Justice Court Personnel 

Other 
0.00 

Fine 
0,00 
0,00 

Total 
140.00 

CivFee 
0,00 
0.00 

No Money Due 

SurChg 
0.00 
0.00 

·\.l ·,,.\.;/_,/:O' '. , .' ·. .· ', :-
_,,_,,_,,_, .... '• "•"•"••••n•n•••••••••••••n••••••••••"•••••••u•"•"•••••••u•u••••u•,.••••"• ............ ,,.,,.,.,.,..,,.,,.,, • -~ ';:: ••, ••.•,;:•, ~ • •••<; .. , ' :: ,.,.,.• ,.,, .. ,.,.,. •" • ,,.,,,..,,.., n •; ,,• • • ! • -~: '., ~::~••••••••••owUwu•u•"•h••••••••••"•"•n•uw,, .................. ., .. ,, .. ., ..................... ,, .. ., .. ,, .. ,, .. ,. .. ., .. ,, .............. ,, • 

... :> l' 
;" 1 



11111 mi 111111111~11 
2C317,JZJM8 New Yorn state• Department of Motor Vahlclaa 

SIMPLIFIED INFORJMTION/Cl:RTIFICP.TE CONCERNING VIOLATION OF LAW RE;LATING TO Vl:HICLES 

The people of lh8 StatD of New York 

vs. 

NEW YORK STATE POLICE 

Last Name(Defendanl) 
PERSONS 
Number and Stroot 

 

I Local Police Code 
10303 

I Firat Name 

JEREMY 
Apl, No, 

City ; !State \ Zip Gode I Owner Is 
JOHNSON CITY NY 137900000 Opar. l8J: 

IE'llOtO LiO XX 
Shown xx 

Lio. CJass 
D 

Cllant ID Number I Sex I Data Expires . 
 :M 10/11/2025 ·.·· 

Tirna 
11:;34PM 

Date of Arraignme~t 
11/25/2019 
Court Adjournmant,Racord 

Dale From' ·:·' Code 

I 
Docket Number 

17100254.02 
Date To Requested By ~-

Violation Section 

0375 2A1 
Traffic 
lilffBCti0n Mi6d Felony Surcharge 

Description of vtolation 

NO/INADEQUATE LIGHTS 

CfTN/Name I Counly 
VILLAGE OF JOHNSON CITY BROOME 
Slree!Name 
MAIN ST 

l8i 0 0 
MPH MPH ZONE 

US DOT# 

Comm Ve Bus 1 HazMat 

0 0\ 0 
Hwy.No Loe.Code 
17C 0403 
Hwy Type NCIC/ORI 
2 10303 

··•·' .... '.SE¢TION'1807 OF THE VEHICLE AND TRAFFIC LAW 
i,.;;,:il/.BOVID~S:,THAT DEFENDANT, IN CER.TAIN CASES, 
· MUST Be INFORMED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 

;.;, '; 

dri\,~.r,~p,eratlng radar · · · · · · · • · · · · • · • '.~; ·t~~ · · · · • 
rn::i±:tb;;::::..--:;e:-----,r.::"'."'.c-:.,;,-------,-,,-.-...,,:,,.,....,.,.-...,..-,,....,._:::,.·" .:.,· c--'-=,;;,· • ~' _. --,-_ .,,.._ ;....;./ , . .: , t'.'1}i!~i guilty to this charge ia equlvalant to a conviction .ifter trial, 

?~t~ of;tlflirmalion Ar/est Type I sadga/6hleld ·• \ 0Cffi2001/3s 9or11_:IP.,!Vi~(a_,_r. ·· .. ::·c :: ;. ,,;;,.::/f;~biF,a .· convieted, not only will you be liable (o a penalty, but in 
10/28/2017 1 ~ Patrol \ 4109 \ ; , ,; adpitionyour license to drive a motor vehicle or motorcycls, and your 
Ofllcefs Last Name · .. "'"'·---'--II ... ·· ;·-.·cert1flc;1te of Mgistration, if any, are subject to auspen11Jon ancl 
Gri~MAN , \ ·, .i '; ff!VOQc\)(°.n aa prescribed by law." 

FtrstN~ma 
c'.. IM.I. 

!HISMA;TTER IS SCHEDULED TO BE HANDLED ON TME APPEARANCE DATE BELOW IN: 

jQHNSON CITY VILLAGE COURT 
Addraae 
: 31 AVENUE C, SUITE 2 
City•-:·' ' 
i JC'lfiNSON CITY 
: 9!Q. ~~turn by mail bafora or ln person on: 

' O_i Must appear in person on: 
. ,, I Date 

11/15/17 
FOR COURT USS ONLY 

\
State 
NY I Zip 

13790 
Time 

08:30AM 

'ro Judge or Cieri< of Court: Checkmarl< I/le vpproprlale box 
or boxes below . 

.. 
I HEREBY CERTIFY THAT: 

0 Upon arr~gnn,ent, tllal the above instruction was given orally 
-to the defendant 

Q Tlla defendant appeared In response to a ticket upon which tile 
· :·, above Instructions were printed in bold type, In accordance 

willl Ssclion 1807 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law. 

0. ,,,_Defendant Gnlerad a plea of guilty In wt'iling pursuant to 
: -, Section 1805 of I/le Vehicle and Traffio Law. 

~ourt Co.d~ j Justice Code 
_NY003061J 03303 

· I Date Adjudicated Date Sentence Imposed 

I hereby certify thaltha information given on this cartificata la a !rue 
abs1ract from I/la records oftllls oourt. 

Charge D:invle!ed of O AS ABOVI: O VTL 

Elail F<iifelture Date 
Am9~1,I$ ·, 

S.upBarling Deposition Issued: None Q 

O Other Disposiijonl!lentence 

Signature of Jud gs or Clerk of Court 

, .. 
· UTO-t7(4l0~) 

.. ;~;\:ilti; . .,;i :, 
·:::,.\:·~·,tr:ti\~ 

batG 



2~317JZJZW 
1111 ~mm 1111111 

. · .. ,·1· 

New York SW!e • Cepart.ment of Motor Vehicles 
SIMPLIFIED INFORMATION/CERTIFICATE CONCcRNING VIOLA'i'ION OF J.AW REI.ATING TO VEHlCLES 

The people oft.he State of New York 
vs. 

NEW YORK STA 'f~ POLICE 

I local Police Code . 
10303 

O~te of Arreigmg~nt 
11/,26/2019' 

: Last:Narne(Defendant) 
PERSONS I first Name J M.I, 

JEREMY L 
Court Adjournment Record I Dookat Number 

17100254.01 
N~fl)Qer and Street 

 
Date Froni · Code Date'ro Rll(luested By 

!'.ll\Y . 
.J.OHNSON CITY 
<;iient ID Number 

 
: qc i,jate j Date ofBlrth 
,NY  

!Sex J Date Expires 
M 10/11/2025 

I Veh. Type JYear I Make 
1 1989 · FORD I Color 

BK 
Pl~leNumber 
HEX6285 I Reg State I Regls1ratlo11 Explr8s 

NY 04/13/2018 
Date Receipl No. 

THE PERSON DESCRIBED ABOVE 16 CHARGED AS FOLLOW~ 

·'"'T"'"iro-a-.• .---~,-D-ate-of Offanee~--~ I IN VIOLATION Oe 

: J:1'(34PM 10/28/2017 VTL 
r.;-7'7.7:-:::-~---'----.,-~-_____,.,_,,_~--------,r-=---::--------,-rrl· .;.,F::.:.ine:;_.::,. ;;.::•~::;;~·,_;:.::.·",::a:.·,_..2: .. ~·:.•,;~-i~-------J.-w--•-~~-, 

i~~lrse:n IA~~Mcn Misd Fel~n~ 
1

.": • ~u~h~·;ii . l'tYr \/,,, ' 
De,.cription of ViolaUon 

:u~jNSPECTED MOTOR VEHICLE 

CfTN/Name I County 
VILLAGE OF JOHNSON CITY BROOME 
Sti:ee(Nema 
MAIN ST 

✓ >':,,', ...... ' '' ~ ', ,., ·..........,_; 
,\", 

·.?\ 
,•,t~ :,. 

:~;;., ~~PH~;: ~;?~Gi ,;\3rc.,,._ 

Comn1 Va Bus I HazMat 
0 0 0 
Hwy.No L,oc.Cooe 
17C 0403 
Hwy Type NCIC/ORI 
2 10303 

.~ L) 

$~CTION 1807 OF THE VEHICl,.E ANO TRAFFIC LAW 
, ,,;f:\~OVll;).ES THA1 DEFENDANT, IN CERTAIN CASES, 

.. .MUST 8.E INFORMED IN SUBSTANCE AS FOLLOWS: 
'"•;p·•. 

olfl,~~('!)peraling radar 
.· :",t;-RJ,M.ofgui!1Y.to this ch~rge I~ equlvala~t to a conviction attsrt/ie1!. 

D,ijf,;:~y\ffirination Arrest Type I Badge/Shield I Office~e Com./Dlv./~taL : · · •·,:l.f::Y.9.'H~re con_x,lcted, not only w,11 you be liable toe penalty, but In 
f0/28/2017 1 • Patrol 4109 C2~3 ., ., ~qd]tion your license to drive a motor vehicle or motorcycle, end your 
Qffii;er$ LastNama :·.9Sf(l(i~te of registration, if any, are subject to auspenslon and 

... · ~ raVoqation as·preecribeo by law," :~'dRMAN I • ,,, .• l-~·- . ,, 

~:.'.·tpe I M.I. . •, 11 [)'}'~;;t\~t,:., : ):~;r Cou~ Cneckmark me appropriale box 

T~!f~ATTEll. IS SCHEDULED TO BE. HAND~ED ON 'fl1E APPEARANCE DAT!;: BELOW IN: ',) \/ :, f: ' .. /~~.~~~YGERTIFY THAT: 

JQ,HNSON CITY VILLAGE COURT r·•.:.·, .. : ... ;J):\. . . ·. i'·E:} .. ;.·Upon arraignment, thattheabov&insiruclion wai; given orally ···· • -· · X'. · to the defendant, 
, Address 
: 31AVENUE C, SUITE 2 
Clly;: ; 
· ,J0HNSON CITY 
. ~ ifleluro by lllall DaforQ or in person on: 
!: Q} ,Ml\St appear in peracn on: !

Date 

.11/15/17 

I State 
NY !

Zip 
13790 

Time 

08:30AM 

O · : The defendant appl:1lre<J In response lo a ticket upon which the 
sbove lnstruollons were printed in bold type, ln ~cco/"\lsnce 
with Section 1807 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law, 

\: .:,,;.: 
FOR COURT USE ONLY 

[3 \,'. Defendant entered a plea of guilty in writing pursuant to 
. · ·,; Section 1805 of the Vehicle ~nd Traffic Law. 

court C\Jde I Justice Code 
NY003061J 03303 

J Date Ad/udlo;rtoa Data Sentence lmposoo 

I hereby certify that the Information given on this certificate is a true 
abstrnot from the records of this court . 

: 9hWQ9 Convicted of Q AS ABOVE O VTL 0 Other D/sp~.iticn/Senlence 
. <: 

ro;;'i;;;•,,·E:;:;;=:----,;:;:--~"r:::------1.------L~!.u_rc_ha_rg_e __ -J Signature of Judge or Clark of Court 
, ;BalJ;Eci.ifeiture Date I OO uc 

A91ounf$ REG O Rev O Susp O Mand. (') Parm ., · 
r;:;-~c'"';'::;----------L=-----,------~-'1)-2!!.A~Y::!!S/!:!M~ONr:!.,!T~H5:!!Sl'{..!,!EA~R___j Name of Judge/r,ii'ili 

bWIJes! 1ype I DWI Teat Results 

,· : ' .,:. 
S~IP,~Oi)i,ng Deposl1/on Issued: None O Spaadlng(Gen101) O Non. Speedln9(G0n101a) }8[ 

WOcL7(4/02) 
··, :,i/. 

Date 



Reason for transaction: 
~coM:· \'t~~ ~ee. 

. ,.Jbl:irts:off City Village Court 
31 Av~hue C, Suite 2 
_John.son City, NY 13790 
Phone: 607-798-0002 

To Make A PaynientBy Credit Card 
j 

,,.. 

·Jlor ;) -tC c,,\teb 

;•. · Billing zipcode:_· .......,)'-"':3"'-'~.....,,Qo::;... q--1.-..--'--~--'-: · r.: :, r: ,:itf:\j:i 
:-' l,.J i JJ •~c~l}•\J. ! 

Expiration Date: . 1 :\::; 

3 Character Code: 
.•:,.,! - . ,• ' 

Card Holder: .::C,,12,cf<n~ L. }><'.Q:2,1\';,· 
(Print Nam ½.s It Appears On~ 9.~~~) 

Card Number:  , 

I hereby accept the fine amount(s) im):>osed:b;,,tlie c\otfu and authorized payment 
hereof on the above-noted credit card. NOTE: Shoukfa bank reject your 
transaction a suspension will be issued w· out further.notice . 

. " ard) 
' ... ,;:· "'(·,::} . .'_' ,_' 

. . •· ·, ' 

' • h • • ~.•>,, >, ', •'•' .,_. ,: • t ••, ,,:.\'.";:,',(:~\• , 
Notice of C:redit Card Service F~e: A service fee)i:ff:'2'.~~§)% of the payment amount 
will be assessed on all credit card payn1ents. · ·· , ·);11 · 



Johnson City Village 9ourt 
September 10, 2021 
t. ,lt , 

Jeremy L. Persons 
 

,Mount Upton, NY 13809 

Civil ··~· , .· 
Fine Surchg Fe~~, ·;:; .. ;:· '·ijaJI 

Amount Received: 0.00 0.00 140:oa~) ,:S,\Jb:oo 

. Ticket# Statute/Section 
c.: ·.· 2C317 JZJ VTL 0306 B 

· 2C317 JZJ VTL 0375 2A 1 

Charge Tex.t .·: ;.\~~1::'( ic,~: :blspd~ifi~~};} 
NO INSP C!:Rh,i ··•· 
VIOL-LIGHTS 

Justice Court Personnel 

Receipt# TF18386 
Case no: 17100254 
Paid by: Jeremy L. Persons 
Reason: Scoff Lift Fee 

Other 
0.00 

Fine 
0.00 
0.00 

Total 
140.00 

CivFee 
0.00 
0.00 

No Money Due 

SurChg 
0.00 
0,00 



Johnson City Village Court 
Ca.se, History Report 
Judge Gregory P Thomas 

Case Number: 17100254 
Printed: 11/18/2021 at: 03:31PM 

Page 1 of 1 

Name: JEREMY L. PERSONS 
 

MOUNT UPTON, NY 13809 

DOB:  
Sex: M 

Crime: 10/28/2017 
Adjudicate 09/14/2021 

Reference/ 

Arrest: 10/28/2017 
Sentence: 09/14/2021 

Ticket No, Stat/Sec Charge Text Disposition · 
,,.' . VTL 

2C317 JZJZW 0306 B NO INSP CERT . F:ine/Fe.e! ,;t· 
VTL 

2.C317JZJM8 0375 2A1 VIOL-LIGHTS .. ··Fine/Re~':. .• ;/: 

Prosecutor: Garrett Lyons Attorney: 

... · .Police Officer: CHRISTOPHER J. GORMAN 
Agency: NYS 

Scheduled Appearances: 
11/15/21 PAY FINE IN MAIL 
03/24/21 SCOFFLAWED TO STATE 
01/16/18 SCOFFLAWED TO STATE 

Financial Transactions: 

09/10/21 Guilty Plea/Judge 
03/17/20 No Show To Be Scoffd 
01/15/18 No Show To Be Scoffd 

·,,I 

Arraign: 11/25/2019 
Dispose: / / 

Fine CjvilFee 

97.00 0.00 

82.00 0.00 

11 /19/21 Pre-Trial Cont. 
01/17/20 Pre-Trial Conf. 
111151171ST APPEAR V&T 

Schg 

93.00 

63.00 

Bank Dt Report Dt Reason Bail Fine Civ-Fee Schg 
0.00 
0.00 

Other Rect/Ck# Jdg 
09/10/21 09/10/21 
1'1/25/19 11/25/19 

Scoff Lift Fee 
Scoff Lift Fee 

0.00 
0.00 

Letters Sent: ·. · •. . .·. 
11/25,2019 PRETRIAL NOTICE - VTL/VIOLATIQNjQ$3) .. fl:/25/20:1·9::NYS UT-26 (050) 
09/10/2021 NYS UT-26 (050) 09/14/2021 Fine Notice (008) 

· Notes: 

0.00 TF18386 gpt 
0.00 TF15306 gpt 

09/09/21 def called (hes a judge at Guilford, NY.) he is suspended again through us. I send him a CC form to fill out by email 
to,pay the suspension. When we get the payment, please email letter 50 and receipt to the def. Also told def in email that he 
can contact ADA to resolve ticket. ac 



3Jn11nsnn illitu ]JUlag.e ornurt 
31 Avenue C, Suite 2 

Johnson City, NY 13790 
Gregory P Thomas 
Village Justice 

Phone: (607) 798-0002 

November 18, 2021 

Jeremy L. Persons 
 

Mount Upton, NY 13809 

Case Number: 
Viol. Date: 

17100254 
10/28/2017 

Ticket Number Statute/Section Charge Text 
NO INSP CERT 

Disposition Fine SurChg 
2C317JZJZW 
2C317JZJM8 

VTL 0306 B 
VTL 0375 2A1 VIOL-LIGHTS 

Fine/Fee 
Fine/Fee 

97.00 
82.00 

93.00 
63.00 

Total Due:$ 335.00 

Payment Due Date: 11/15/2021 

**** ( NO PERSONAL CHECKS OR PARTIAL PAYMENTS ACCEPTED) **** 
This Court has accepted your guilty plea for the charges listed above. The listing 
also shows the fine(s) and mandatory surcharge imposed by New York State. Your payment 
of fines and surcharge must arrive in this Court before the due date shown above. 

NO PERSONAL CHECKS ACCEPTED. 
WE ACCEPT CASH, MONEY ORDERS, CERTIFIED CHECKS, CHARGE CARDS, CANADIANS MUST PAY IN US FUNDS! 
PLEASE RETURN THIS NOTICE WITH YOUR PAYMENT. ALONG WITH A SELF ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE. No 
partial payments on charge cards. Payments may be made online at PAYCOURTONLINE.COM or by calling 
1-888-912-1541 

If your drivers license is currently suspended due to your 'scofflaw status' failure to answer 
summons in this court. The state mandated scofflaw lift fee indicated above must be paid in full 
to restore your driving privileges. 
****PLEASE MAKE CERTIFIED CHECKS AND MONEY ORDERS PAYABLE TO JOHNSON CITY VILLAGE COURT. 

CREDIT CARD: BILLING ZIPCODE: EXPIRATION DATE: 3 CHARACTER CODE: 

CARD HOLDER: ________________ _ CARD NUMBER: -------------
(Print Name As It Appears On Card) 

I hereby accept the fine amount (s) imposed by the Court and authorized payment thereof on the 
above-noted credit card. NOTE: Should a bank reject your transaction a suspension will be issued 
without further notice. 

(Signature As It Appears On Card) 

Notice of Credit Card Service Fee A service fee of 2.99% of the payment amount will be assessed 
on all credit card payments. Payments may continue to be made by cash or by a cashier/certified 
check without imposition of a service fee. Note that neither the municipality nor the court 
receives any portion of the service fee. If you use a credit card, there will be two transaction 
receipts generated, one for the court fine and one for the service fee. The cardholder must sign 
both receipts in order for the payment to be processed. 

Pursuant to Vehicle and Traffic Law section 1802(2), you may be permitted to pay any 
fines, fees or surcharges via a monthly installment payment plan when you are 1) convicted of a 
Vehicle and Traffic Law offense or 2) convicted of a local law, ordinance, order, rule or 
regulation related to traffic. The judge sets the monthly payment amount. The minimum 
payment is $25/month or up to 2% of your net monthly income, whichever is higher. No 
additional charges or interest are added. You may be required to submit a Financial Disclosure 
Report to get an installment plan. You may be required to appear in court no more than once 
per year for the judge to assess your financial circumstances, and your monthly payment 
amount may increase or decrease if your income changes. You can ask the court to reduce your 
monthly payment amount no more than twice per calendar year if your income decreases. 



ABSTRACT OF DRIVING RECORD

                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
Document  #  LWEB0705                                                                                                                            
PRINT  DATE:    7/11/2022  TIME:  11:47:26    OPERATOR:  WEB  OFFICE:  DAB                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                        CLIENT  ID#:                  
  PERSONS,JEREMY,L                                                    DOB:        SEX:  M                            
                                          HEIGHT:  6-0        EYE  COLOR:  BLUE                      
  MOUNT  UPTON        NY  13809                                COUNTY:  CHEN                                                          
                                                                                    MI  #:  P05666  03225  746525-75                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  NAME  ON  LICENSE/ID:    PERSONS                                                                                                        
                                            JEREMY,L                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  LICENSE  CLASS:  *D*                                        STATUS:SUSPENDED      EXPIRATION:  10/11/2025  
        COMMERCIAL  STATUS:  SUSPENDED                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  PERMIT  CLASS:  M                                            STATUS:  SUSPENDED      EXPIRATION:  02/04/2006  
  APPLICATION  DATE:  02/04/2005                                                                                                        
  ENDORSEMENTS:      NONE                                                                                                                        
  RESTRICTIONS:      NONE                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  PERMIT  CLASS:  A                                            STATUS:  SUSPENDED      EXPIRATION:  10/04/2003  
  APPLICATION  DATE:  10/12/2001                                                                                                        
  ENDORSEMENTS:  PASSENGER                                                                                                                  
  RESTRICTIONS:  CDL  INTRASTATE  ONLY                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  SUSP/REV  SUMMARY:  TOTAL      1  (SCOFFS      0  ON      0  DATES)  JUDGEMENT  $          0                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  ********************                              ACTIVITY                              ********************    
  CDL  B            10/09/2009  ENDORSEMENTS:  NONE                                                                                
  RESTRICTIONS:  NONE                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                  
  CLASS  CHANGE:  09/14/1992              NEW:  *DJ*              OLD:  *DJ*                                                
  CLASS  CHANGE:  04/15/1996              NEW:  CDL  *B*        OLD:  *DJ*                                                
  CLASS  CHANGE:  10/12/2001              NEW:  CDL  *B*        OLD:  CDL  *B*                                          
  CLASS  CHANGE:  10/09/2009              NEW:  CDL  *B*        OLD:  CDL  *B*                                          
  CLASS  CHANGE:  06/03/2014              NEW:  *D*                OLD:  CDL  *B*                                          
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
Continued  Page    2                                                                                                                                

EXHIBIT F



ABSTRACT OF DRIVING RECORD

                                                                                                                                                Page  #  2  
                                                                                                                                                                  
Document  #  LWEB0705                                                                                                                            
PRINT  DATE:    7/11/2022  TIME:  11:47:26    OPERATOR:  WEB  OFFICE:  DAB                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                        CLIENT  ID#:                  
  PERSONS,JEREMY,L                                                    DOB:        SEX:  M                            
                                          HEIGHT:  6-0        EYE  COLOR:  BLUE                      
  MOUNT  UPTON        NY  13809                                COUNTY:  CHEN                                                          
                                                                                    MI  #:  P05666  03225  746525-75                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  ********************              SUSPENSIONS/REVOCATIONS                    ******************    
    SUSPENSION:  01/01/2021  INSURANCE  LAPSE              ORDER  #:  C2012190000                            
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  04/30/2021  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJM8                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
        CLEAR  ON:  09/14/2021  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  04/30/2021  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJZW                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
        CLEAR  ON:  09/14/2021  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  07/17/2019  FAILURE  TO  PAY  FINE      ORDER  #:  Z2C2680NFWB                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                              
        CLEAR  ON:  07/30/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  07/07/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C2680NFPG                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                              
        CLEAR  ON:  03/12/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  07/07/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C2680NFWB                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                              
        CLEAR  ON:  03/12/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  02/22/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJM8                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
        CLEAR  ON:  11/25/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  02/22/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJZW                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
        CLEAR  ON:  11/25/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
Continued  Page    3                                                                                                                                



ABSTRACT OF DRIVING RECORD

                                                                                                                                                Page  #  3  
                                                                                                                                                                  
Document  #  LWEB0705                                                                                                                            
PRINT  DATE:    7/11/2022  TIME:  11:47:26    OPERATOR:  WEB  OFFICE:  DAB                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                        CLIENT  ID#:                  
  PERSONS,JEREMY,L                                                    DOB:        SEX:  M                            
                                          HEIGHT:  6-0        EYE  COLOR:  BLUE                      
  MOUNT  UPTON        NY  13809                                COUNTY:  CHEN                                                          
                                                                                    MI  #:  P05666  03225  746525-75                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  ********************          CONVICTIONS/BAIL  FORFEITURES              ******************    
  CONVICTION:  OPERAT  W/O  A  LICENSE                                                                                                
    VIOLATION:  03/06/2018              CONVICTED  ON:  03/12/2019                                                      
  LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                                    
  PENALTY:  FINE-  $127                                                                                                                          
  COMM  VEH:  NO                HAZMAT:  NO                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                  
  CONVICTION:  UNINSPECTED  VEHICLE                                                                                                  
    VIOLATION:  10/28/2017              CONVICTED  ON:  09/14/2021                                                      
  LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                                
  PENALTY:                                                                                                                                                
  COMM  VEH:  NO                HAZMAT:  NO                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                            ***  END  OF  RECORD  ***



OFFICE OF COURT 
ADMINISTRATION 

AGENCY BUILDING 4 
20111 FLOOR 

EMPIRE STATE PLAZA 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12223 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me, I hereby direct that (1) all judicial matters 

currently pending before the Hon. Jeremy Persons, Justice of the Town Court of the Town 

of Guilford, Chenango County, be reassigned to such other judge or judges as the Hon. 

Eugene D. Faughnan, Administrative Judge of the Sixth Judicial District, shall direct; (2) no 

additional judicial matters be assigned to the Hon. Jeremy Persons until further order of the 

Deputy Chief Administrative Judge; and (3) the Hon. Jeremy Persons shall be confined to 

judicial chambers until further order of the Deputy Chief Administrative Judge. 

Dated: October 15, 2021 

Hon. Norman St. George 
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge 

For the Courts Outside New York City 

AO/298/2021 

EXHIBIT G



OFFICE OF COURT 
ADMINISTRATION 

AGENCY BUILDING 4 
20TH FLOOR 

EMPIRE STATE PLAZA 
ALBANY, NEW YORK 12223 

ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 

Order No. AO/298/2021 
distributed to: 

Hon. Eugene D. Faughnan 
Hon. Jeremy Persons 
Hon. Karen E. Osborn 
Porter Kirkwood, Esq. 
Nancy Sunukjian, Esq. 
Scott M. Murphy 
Haydee Marrero, UCS Executive Offices, NYC 



State of'New lork.
VilifiedCourt System

25 (BeaverStreet
New‘Yorf , NOC 10004

(212) 428-2100

Lawrence %, Narky
Chief Administrative Judge June 16, 2022

Hon. Eugene D. Faughnan
Sixth District Administrative Judge
31 Lewis Street, 5th Floor
Binghamton, New York 13901

Dear Judge Faughnan:

The Unified Court System’s Internal Audit Services office has audited the financial records
and internal controls of the Guilford Town Court related to cash receipts and disbursements for
the period January 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021. The audit was made at the request of the
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Courts outside New York City due to allegations receipts
may not have been processed appropriately by one of the Town Court Justices.

Enclosed is a copy of the final report and recommendations. The response to the
preliminary audit report states your Office concurs with the audit findings. Your Office should
work with the Court to develop a plan which will enable the Court to implement the
recommendations. Your Office should submit to the Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Courts
outside New York City a corrective action plan, with a copy to the Chief Internal Auditor and the
Office of Justice Court Support. The Internal Audit Services office will review the draft plan and,
if appropriate, recommend revisions to your Office and the Court. OJCS, with assistance of the
District Office, will monitor implementation of the plan.

Within six months of issuance of the final corrective plan, Internal Audit staff will schedule
a follow-up audit to review implementation progress and will issue a supplementary report to
Judge St. George.

This report is intended solely for the information and use of the New York State UCS. It
should not be distributed or used outside of the UCS without the permission of the UCS.

Very truly yours,

/smw

Hon. Norman St. George
Hon. Elizabeth Burns
Hon. George Seneck
Hon. Karen Osborn
Hon. Jeremy Persons

Scott Murphy
Jennifer DiLallo
Porter Kirkwood, Esq.
Sherrill Spatz, Esq.
Daniel Johnson, CPA

c:

EXHIBIT H
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Executive Summary 
 

Audit Objective 
 
The objective of our audit was to examine the financial records and internal controls of the 
Guilford Town Court (Court) for the period January 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021 to 
determine if all payments made to the Court were properly receipted, recorded, deposited, and 
transmitted in accordance with established procedures.  
 

Summary of Audit Results 
 
Judge Persons did not reconcile his combined fine/fee and bail bank account and as of September 
30, 2021, the account contained a $1,220 shortage, which was primarily due to recordkeeping 
errors. However, one receipt (P0205) for $143 for index 21030019 showed it was receipted by 
Judge Persons on April 22, 2021, but was not deposited into the bank account.  
 
The Court did not provide accountability over its automated receipt forms and the forms did not 
meet the requirements outlined in the Handbook for Town and Village Justices and Court Clerks 
(Handbook). Also, the Justices were responsible for all aspects of the cash receipt process without 
any independent review and approval. In addition, Judge Persons did not always deposit receipts 
within the 72-hour requirement and did not always disburse the monthly revenues to the Town 
by the tenth day of each month. Lastly, the Justices deleted case and checkbook records from 
the Court’s case management system, the CourtRoom Program (Cashbook), without explanation 
or independent approval. 
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Introduction 
 

Audit Scope 
 
The Unified Court System’s Internal Audit Services office has audited the financial records and 
internal controls of the Guilford Town Court related to cash receipts and disbursements for the 
period January 1, 2020 through September 30, 2021. The audit was made at the request of the 
Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Courts outside New York City due to allegations receipts 
may not have been processed appropriately by Judge Persons.  
 
Due to Judge Persons’ unwillingness to cooperate with the audit, the scope of our audit was 
limited as we were unable to fully assess the internal controls related to cash receipts and 
disbursements for his Court Part. On October 7, 2021, Judge Persons agreed to scan and email us 
copies of his financial records (e.g., bank statements, Cashbook deposit slips, etc.). However, 
after two weeks of phone calls and emails by our office and the Sixth District Administrative 
Judge’s Office (District Office), Judge Persons did not respond or scan us copies of the requested 
financial records.1 On October 25, 2021, we subpoenaed NBT Bank for copies of Judge Persons’ 
Court financial records which were provided by the bank the next day. In addition, on January 28, 
2022, our office mailed a certified letter to Judge Persons, requesting his cooperation in resolving 
the discrepancies in his combined fine/fee and bail bank account. The certified letter was 
unclaimed and returned to our office on February 23, 2022. 
 
The scope was further limited as 3 of 43 case files requested for review could not be provided, 
and therefore, we could not determine whether the cases were processed appropriately.2 
 

Background 
 
Three Justices presided at the Court during the audit period. Bruce Windsor served from February 
2016 through December 2020, Jeremy Persons began in January 2020, and Karen Osborn began 
in January 2021.3  
 
The Justices and the Court are subject to the accounting and financial reporting guidelines 
established by the Office of the State Comptroller’s Division of Local Government and School 
Accountability Justice Court Fund (JCF) and the Handbook. The Court used an automated case 
management system, the CourtRoom Program, to record case and payment activities. During the 
audit period, the Court reported $53,115 to the JCF for revenues and collected $2,000 for bail.  
 

 
1 On October 15, 2021, the Deputy Chief Administrative Judge for Courts outside New York City ordered judicial matters pending 
before Judge Persons be reassigned for reasons unrelated to the audit.  
 
2 Indices 20060002, 20090016, and 21030007 were all assigned to Judge Persons.  
 
3 There were no court clerks employed during the audit period.  
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Audit Results 
 

Shortage in Judge Persons’ Combined Fine/Fee and Bail Account  

 
Judge Persons did not reconcile his combined fine/fee and bail bank account on a monthly basis 
which allowed for discrepancies to occur without detection and contributed to a $1,220 shortage 
in his account as of September 30, 2021. Had Judge Persons, or someone independent from the 
cash handling process, reconciled his account and compared the Cashbook records to bank 
deposits, the following discrepancies could have been promptly identified and resolved. 
 

Bank Account Reconciliation as of September 30, 2021 

Bank Statement Ending Balance: September 30, 2021 $ 2,262  

MINUS:  

September 2021 Revenues – Not Yet Reported (    686) 

nCourt Payments – Not Yet Reported (see below) ( 2,796) 

Account Shortage  ($1,220) 

 
The $1,220 account shortage was mostly attributable to four Cashbook entries which resulted in 
$1,217 in payments being recorded into the Cashbook, reported to JCF, and disbursed to the 
Town, but were not deposited into this bank account.4 Of which, index 21030019 ($143) could 
not be explained and the remaining three entries appear to be the result of recordkeeping 
errors.5 
 

Index 21030019 
The defendant’s case file contained a copy of receipt form P0205 for $143, dated April 22, 
2021 and contained Judge Persons’ initials as the cashier. The $143 was included with the 
April 2021 revenues reported to the JCF and disbursed to the Town, but was not deposited 
into his bank account, creating a shortage. The Cashbook showed the payment was made 
in the form of cash. On January 28, 2022, Judge Persons confirmed he would normally 
initial the receipts when issued, but could not recall this specific receipt and could not 
explain why the money was not deposited. 
 
Index 20060028 
The Cashbook showed $318 was receipted on September 10, 2020 and recorded as a cash 
payment, but a receipt number was not recorded for this payment entry. The $318 could 
not be traced to a deposit, but was included with the September 2020 revenues reported 
to the JCF and disbursed to the Town, creating a shortage. We contacted the defendant 

 
4 Judge Persons did not collect bail during the audit period or have pending bail in his bank account as of September 30, 2021.  
 
5 Additional discrepancies accounting for the shortage included $15 more receipted in the Cashbook than deposited in November 
2020 for index 20060001 which was reported to the JCF and disbursed to the Town with the November 2020 revenues; an $11 
unidentified deposit in July 2021; and a $1 deposit to open the account in January 2020.  
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who stated he never paid the Court and still owed the $318. It is likely this receipt 
transaction was created in error.  
 
Index 21030034 
The Cashbook showed $643 was receipted for two charges on April 22, 2021 and each 
payment was recorded as cash, but without receipt numbers being recorded. The $643 
could not be traced to a deposit, but was included with the April 2021 revenues reported 
to the JCF and disbursed to the Town creating a shortage. We contacted the defendant 
who stated he never paid the Court and still owed the $643. It is likely this receipt 
transaction was also created in error.  
 
Index 20090001 
The Cashbook showed $113 was receipted as a cash payment on October 1, 2020 and 
recorded without a receipt number. Our review supports the $113 was reported to the 
JCF and disbursed to the Town with the October 2020 revenues, but could not be traced 
to a deposit, creating a shortage. The October 1, 2020 receipt was deleted from Judge 
Persons’ Cashbook on December 3, 2020, reentered the same day as a $63 partial 
payment under receipt P00174, and deposited on December 14, 2020. The $113 payment 
recorded in October 2020 was likely another Cashbook recording error.  
 

While the previous transactions of $1,217 contributed to the shortage in Judge Persons’ account, 
the account was not overdrawn because there were twelve nCourt payments, totaling $2,796 
deposited to the account, but were never receipted into the Cashbook, reported to the JCF or 
disbursed to the Town.6  
 

# Index Number Amount Deposited Deposit Date 

1 20050019 $  300 10/5/20 

2 20060006 243 10/20/20 

3 21010003 293 3/16/21 

4 20120005 200 3/30/21 

5 20110010 163 3/30/21 

6 21010015 143 4/6/21 

7 21030043 300 4/22/21 

8 20110037 168 4/22/21 

9 21010041 300 4/29/21 

10 21070015 143 9/2/21 

11 21070034 300 9/14/21 

12 21060031 243 9/27/21 

 TOTAL $2,796  

 

 
6 The Court used nCourt, a third-party vendor, to allow defendants to pay their fines and fees on-line. Once paid, nCourt deposits 
the funds into the appropriate Justice’s account and emails the Court an activity report, outlining the defendants, ticket number, 
date paid, amount paid, and expected deposit date.  
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On January 28, 2022, Judge Persons stated he did not know he needed to download the nCourt 
payments into the CourtRoom Program in order for the payments to be receipted and posted to 
each defendant’s case. Once posted, the nCourt receipts would be included with the monthly 
revenues reported to the JCF and disbursed to the Town.  
 
Since Judge Persons did not reconcile his account, discrepancies between the Cashbook and 
adjusted bank account balances could not be promptly identified and resolved, increasing the 
risk for a theft to occur without detection. 
 
In accordance with the Handbook, Judge Persons should reconcile his bank balance, on a monthly 
basis, verifying all monies collected were receipted, recorded, deposited, and disbursed properly. 
Any discrepancies identified should be immediately investigated and resolved.  
 
Judge Persons should contact the JCF to apply for a refund, as prescribed by the Handbook, for 
indices 20060028, 20090001, and 21030034. Judge Persons should review the case file and 
receipt for index 21030019 to determine why the $143 was not deposited. If an explanation 
cannot be determined, Judge Persons should discuss with the District Office and Town officials, 
options to replenish the $143.  
 
To avoid overdrawing the account and possibly incurring overdraft fees, Judge Persons should 
wait until the JCF grants the refunds before downloading and receipting the twelve nCourt 
payments ($2,796) into the Cashbook. Once receipted into the Cashbook, the twelve nCourt 
payments should be reported to the JCF and disbursed to the Town with the monthly revenues. 
When nCourt activity reports are received by the Court, Judge Persons should download the 
payments into the Cashbook and reconcile the nCourt transactions and deposits to the Cashbook 
records.  
 
If, for any reason (e.g., refund denied) Judge Persons does not have the funds available in his 
account to process the nCourt payments, Judge Persons should discuss with the District Office 
and Town officials, the options to replenish the shortage. Also, any moneys held in Judge Persons 
account which cannot be traced to a court case is considered unidentified money and should be 
reported as such to the JCF and disbursed to the Town (i.e., $11 unidentified deposit). 
 
In response to the preliminary report of audit findings, the District Office stated, “As Justice 
Persons continues to refuse communications with the court and the District Office, the District 
Office will work with Judge Osborn to contact the Justice Court Fund to generate a refund of the 
erroneous deposits and properly record and resolve the conflicts between the payments outlined 
in the preliminary audit report.” 
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Receipts Were Not Always Deposited and Disbursed Timely  
 
Judge Persons did not always deposit receipts within 72 hours, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, 
and did not always disburse his monthly revenues to the Town by the tenth day of the month, as 
required by the Handbook.7 
 
A comparison of Judge Persons’ Cashbook receipts to the corresponding deposit details for a 
sample of 29 receipts showed 19 receipts, totaling $3,754, were deposited between 5 and 15 
business days late ($1,730 in cash and $2,024 in checks/money orders).  
 
Further, review of canceled checks showed 13 of the 18 disbursed to the Town by Judge Persons 
during the audit period were prepared between 4 and 101 calendar days late. For example, the 
disbursement for Judge Persons’ November 2020 revenues, totaling $2,875, was not written until 
January 28, 2021.  
 
Delays in deposits to the bank and disbursements to the Town increases the risk for discrepancies 
to occur and go undetected, including but not limited to, the loss or theft of Court funds. 
 
In accordance with the Handbook, Judge Persons should deposit all receipts within 72 hours, 
exclusive of Sundays and holidays, and disburse to the Town, all revenues by the 10th day of each 
month. 
 
In response to the preliminary report of audit findings, the District Office stated, “Should Justice 
Persons return to active duty on the bench and begin communicating again with the District 
Office, the District Office will work with Justice Persons as part of a Corrective Action Plan to 
ensure that he is promptly making all deposits within seventy-two hours as required.” 
 

Receipt Forms Were Not Properly Controlled 
 
The Court did not provide accountability over its automated receipt forms and the forms did not 
meet the Handbook requirements.  
 
The Court used the unsecure version of the CourtRoom Program, which allowed the user to alter 
the receipt number field. The CourtRoom Program was used to generate two-part automated 
receipt forms. One receipt part was provided to the payer and the other receipt part was kept 
with the case file to evidence payment. However, the receipt forms were not printed on pre-
numbered stationery and did not identify the method of payment (e.g., cash, check, money 
order), as required by the Handbook.  
 
  

 
7 We were unable to determine whether Judge Persons reported revenues to the JCF by the 10th day of each month as the 
transmittal sheets documenting the reporting date were not provided.  
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Further, review of the receipt number sequences in use during the audit period showed ten 
receipt numbers were missing from the Cashbook and could not be explained (i.e., seven for 
Judge Persons; three for Judge Osborn).8 In addition, there were four instances where Judge 
Persons issued the same receipt number for different payments made to his Court Part. For 
example, the Cashbook showed Judge Persons issued receipt P0201 on March 25, 2021 for $243 
for index 20120008 and then again on July 20, 2021 for $300 for index 20110012.  
 
As a result, automated receipt forms could have been edited, reused, and/or omitted from the 
Cashbook to conceal the theft of Court funds. 
 
If the Court continues to use the unsecure version of the CourtRoom Program, pre-numbered 
receipt forms should be used. Also, receipt forms should identify the method of payment, as 
prescribed by the Handbook. 
 
In response to the preliminary report of audit findings, the District Office stated, “The court has 
since upgraded to the secure version of CourtRoom Program to resolve this issue and will 
continue using the secure version in the future.” 
 

Cash Handling Responsibilities Were Not Separated 
 
Judges Persons and Osborn were responsible for all aspects of the Cash receipt process for their 
Court Part, without any independent review and approval.  
 
For their Court Part, each Justice was responsible for collecting payments, issuing receipts, 
recording and deleting case and payment activities into the Cashbook, preparing and making 
deposits, preparing and signing revenue and bail checks, printing monthly JCF revenue reports, 
and completing monthly bank reconciliations for their respective Court Parts. 
 
As a result, payments made to the Court could have been misappropriated without detection. 
 
The Justices should coordinate with each other to separate key aspects of their cash receipt 
process to prevent one Justice from having complete control over cash related duties for their 
Court Part. 
 
In response to the preliminary report of audit findings, the District Office stated, “Since the 
inception of the audit the court has hired a court clerk who has been made a part of aspects of 
the cash-handling process. A Corrective Action Plan will be developed and implemented to 
ensure that these duties continue to be segregated properly going forward.” 

  

 
8 Our office provided Judge Osborn with the ten missing receipt numbers for her to determine if there was an explanation or 
support for the missing receipt numbers.  
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Case and Checkbook Records Were Deleted from the Cashbook 
 
The Court’s data showed 39 case and 80 checkbook records were deleted from the Court’s 
Cashbook without a reason being documented and without independent review and approval. 
 
Of the 39 deleted case records, the Cashbook showed Judge Osborn deleted 19, Judge Persons 
deleted 14, and 6 deleted by Judge Windsor. A sample of 33 deleted case records showed 32 of 
the records were likely deleted to correct recordkeeping errors and were accounted for in the 
Court’s Cashbook. However, index 21030037 was for a small claims case and was entered into 
Judge Persons’ Cashbook on March 25, 2021, deleted the same day, and not reentered. The 
Court’s data did not show a small claims fee was receipted for this case and we could not 
determine whether there was an acceptable reason for the case being deleted. Further, the 
paper case file for index 21030037 could not be located. 
 
Of the 80 deleted checkbook records, the Cashbook showed Judge Persons deleted 62, Judge 
Osborn deleted 11, and 7 deleted by Judge Windsor. A review of 11 deleted checkbook records 
with the highest risk for Court funds being misappropriated showed the records were likely 
deleted to correct recordkeeping errors and were accounted for in the Court’s Cashbook.  
 
Without independent review over key aspects of the cash receipt process performed by each 
Justice, there is an increased risk for the deletion of case and checkbook records to conceal the 
theft of funds. 
 
The Justices should develop case management practices which provide for accurate and 
complete recording of case and financial activity. Practices should provide for an audit trail of 
record changes after establishing a case number and/or the recording of payment activity. At 
least monthly, the Cashbook report, identifying deleted checkbook records, should be reviewed 
by someone other than the person who deleted the checkbook records to verify the deletions 
were appropriate and supported. 
 
In response to the preliminary report of audit findings, the District Office stated, “As previously 
indicated, the court has since upgraded to the secure version of CourtRoom Program. Going 
forward the court will ensure that a report is generated to identify the reasons for any checkbook 
record alterations, as part of a Corrective Action Plan.” 
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Summary of Recommendations 
 

1. In accordance with the Handbook, Judge Persons should reconcile his bank balance, on a 
monthly basis, verifying all monies collected were receipted, recorded, deposited, and 
disbursed properly. Any discrepancies identified should be immediately investigated and 
resolved.  

 
2. Judge Persons should contact the JCF to apply for a refund, as prescribed by the Handbook, 

for indices 20060028, 20090001, and 21030034.  
 
3. Judge Persons should review the case file and receipt for index 21030019 to determine 

why the $143 was not deposited. If an explanation cannot be determined, Judge Persons 
should discuss with the District Office and Town officials, options to replenish the $143.  

 
4. To avoid overdrawing the account and possibly incurring overdraft fees, Judge Persons 

should wait until the JCF grants the refunds before downloading and receipting the twelve 
nCourt payments ($2,796) into the Cashbook. Once receipted into the Cashbook, the 
twelve nCourt payments should be reported to the JCF and disbursed to the Town with 
the monthly revenues. When nCourt activity reports are received by the Court, Judge 
Persons should download the payments into the Cashbook and reconcile the nCourt 
transactions and deposits to the Cashbook records.  

 
5. If, for any reason (e.g., refund denied) Judge Persons does not have the funds available in 

his account to process the nCourt payments, Judge Persons should discuss with the 
District Office and Town officials, the options to replenish the shortage.  

 
6. Any moneys held in Judge Persons account which cannot be traced to a court case is 

considered unidentified money and should be reported as such to the JCF and disbursed 
to the Town (i.e., $11 unidentified deposit). 

 
7. In accordance with the Handbook, Judge Persons should deposit all receipts within 72 

hours, exclusive of Sundays and holidays, and disburse to the Town, all revenues by the 
10th day of each month. 

 
8. If the Court continues to use the unsecure version of the CourtRoom Program, pre-

numbered receipt forms should be used. Also, receipt forms should identify the method 
of payment, as prescribed by the Handbook. 

 

9. The Justices should coordinate with each other to separate key aspects of their cash 
receipt process to prevent one Justice from having complete control over cash related 
duties for their Court Part. 
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10. The Justices should develop case management practices which provide for accurate and 
complete recording of case and financial activity. Practices should provide for an audit 
trail of record changes after establishing a case number and/or the recording of payment 
activity.  

 
11. At least monthly, the Cashbook report, identifying deleted checkbook records, should be 

reviewed by someone other than the person who deleted the checkbook records to verify 
the deletions were appropriate and supported. 

 
 

Discussion of Audit Results 
 
Matters presented in this report were discussed with the Sixth District Office officials, and Judge 
Osborn. A preliminary report of audit findings was issued to the Sixth District Administrative 
Judge. The response to the preliminary audit report states although Judge Persons still refuses to 
communicate with the Sixth District Office, the District Office and Judge Osborn agree with the 
findings and recommendations.  
 
Internal control deficiencies, which were not significant to the audit objectives, were not included 
in this report, but were discussed with the officials from the Sixth District Office and Judge Osborn.  
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Audit Standards and Methodology 
 
Except for the scope limitations cited in this report, we conducted this performance audit in 
accordance with generally accepted government auditing standards. Those standards require 
that we plan and perform the audit to obtain sufficient, appropriate evidence to provide a 
reasonable basis for our findings and conclusions based on our audit objectives. We believe that 
the evidence obtained provides a reasonable basis for our findings and conclusions based on our 
audit objectives. Unless otherwise indicated in this report, samples for testing were selected 
based on professional judgment, as it was not the intent to project the results onto the entire 
population. 
 
The objective was to determine if all payments made to the Court for the period January 1, 2020 
through September 30, 2021 were receipted, recorded, deposited, and transmitted in 
accordance with established procedures. To achieve this objective, our audit procedures included 
the following steps: 
 

• We obtained a copy of the Court’s Cashbook data and created an extract of the 
transactions recorded during the audit period. This data included, but was not limited to 
checkbook files, criminal, traffic, and civil case management records.  

 
• We believe our efforts to corroborate the data to source documents supports the data 

was sufficiently reliable for this report. For example, using the extract of records from the 
Cashbook: 

 
o We selected samples of cases, which significantly supported our audit objectives, as 

well as, to determine whether payment, adjudication, and disposition details 
documented on the paper case files agreed with the Court’s data.  

 
o We determined if all recorded receipts were deposited, and index numbers were 

properly recorded and accounted for and assessed whether deleted case and 
payment activity could be explained.  

 
• We examined the bank statements, deposit details, automated receipts, and Cashbook 

records. We compared the amounts recorded to the amounts deposited, as well as the 
amounts remitted to the Town.  
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

June 23, 2021 
 
Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
223 Marble Road 
Guilford, New York 13780-9793 
 

Re:  File No. 2021/A-0147 
 

Dear Judge Persons: 
 
 The State Commission on Judicial Conduct is investigating a complaint that 
you failed to file reports or remit funds to the Office of the State Comptroller in 
the time required by law, for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, and 
that your salary was stopped on May 20, 2021.  A copy of the stop-salary notice is 
enclosed. 
 
 For your reference, the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct, the 
Commission’s Operating Procedures and Rules, the Commission’s Policy Manual 
and other documents are available on the Commission’s website.1 
 
 In connection with this matter, the Commission requests that you respond 
to the following questions, in writing, by July 21, 2021.  The Commission requests 
that you personally respond to each question, even if you have already submitted 
your overdue report or reports.  In your letter, please include answers to the 
questions below and number your responses to correspond to the questions.  
Please note that, pursuant to Section 2.6(D)(3) of the Commission’s Policy 
Manual, if your written reply is submitted by counsel, you must co-sign or submit 
a separate statement indicating that you have read and adopt it. 

 
1 http://www.cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/legal.authorities.htm 

EXHIBIT I
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1. Did you fail to file reports to the State Comptroller in the time required 
by Section 27 of the Town Law, as indicated in the attached stop-salary notice?  If 
so, please state why you failed to file the reports as required. 
 

2.  Did you dispose of cases during December 2020 and March 2021?  If 
so, please provide the Commission with a list of completed cases which you failed 
to report to the State Comptroller and a statement as to the amount of money 
collected for each case. 
 

3.  During the above period, did you receive fines or other funds that must 
be remitted to the State Comptroller?  If so, please provide the Commission with a 
copy of your cashbook for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, and 
with copies of receipts, deposit slips, and bank statements indicating when the 
above funds were received, and when the funds were deposited into your court 
account. 
 

 Please number each answer to correspond to the question you are 
answering.  Feel free to include any information that you may believe is relevant. 

 
 

 Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 

      Very truly yours, 

       
 

      Cathleen S. Cenci 
                              Deputy Administrator 
 

Enclosure 
 
 
VIA EMAIL TO: @NYCOURTS.GOV AND UPS 
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Letitia Walsh

From: UPS <pkginfo@ups.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2021 3:08 PM
To: Letitia Walsh
Subject: UPS Delivery Notification, Tracking Number 1ZV57A910193161442

 

To help protect your privacy, 
Micro so ft Office prevented  
auto matic downlo ad o f this  
picture from the Internet.
UPS logo

 

 

 

 

Hello, your package has been delivered.  
   

Delivery Date: Thursday, 06/24/2021 
Delivery Time: 03:06 PM 
Left At: OFFICE 
Signed by: HWY DEPT 

    

NYS COMM ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Tracking Number: 1ZV57A910193161442 

Ship To: 
HON. JEREMY L. PERSONS 
223 MARBLE ROAD 
GUILFORD, NY 13780 
US 

Number of Packages: 1 

UPS Service: UPS Next Day Air® 

Package Weight: 1.0 LBS 

Reference Number: LW 
 

  

To help protect y
Micro so ft Office p
auto matic downlo
picture from the 

  

 

 

To help 
protect 
your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download 
of this  
picture 
from the  
In ternet.

 

Download the UPS mobile app 

 

© 2021 United Parcel Service of America, Inc. UPS, the UPS brandmark, and the color brown are 
trademarks of United Parcel Service of America, Inc. All rights reserved. 

All trademarks, trade names, or service marks that appear in connection with UPS's services are the 
property of their respective owners. 
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Please do not reply directly to this email. UPS will not receive any reply message. 

Review the UPS Privacy Notice  

For Questions, Visit Our Help and Support Center  
 

To help protect your privacy, 
Micro so ft Office prevented  
auto matic downlo ad o f this  
picture from the Internet.

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 
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GUILFORD TOWN COURT 
223 Marble Rd 

Guilford New York 13780 
Hon. Jeremy Persons 
Hon. Karen Osborn 

Tel 607-895-6831 Fax 607-895-6832 
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JOSEPH W. BELLUCK, CHAIR 

TAA GRAYS, VICECHAIR CORNING TOWER, SUITE 2301 
EMPIRE ST A TE PLAZA 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12223 

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN 
ADMJNISTRA TOR & COUNSEL 

HON. FERNANDO M. CAMACHO 
JODfE CORNGOLD 

CATHLEEN S. CENCI 
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR 

HON. JOHN A. FALK 
HON. ANGELA M. MAZZARELLJ 
HON. ROBERT J. MILLER 
MARVIN RAY RASKIN 

518-453-4600 518-299-1757 
TELEPHONE FACSIMILE 

S. PETER PEDRO TTY 
KATHLEEN E. KLEIN 

RONALD J. ROSENBERG 
GRAHAM B. SEITER 
AKOSUA GARCIA YEBOAH 
MEMBERS 

CELIA A. ZAHNER, CLERK 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
223 Marble Road 

vvww.qjc.ny.gov 

CONFIDENTIAL 

June 23, 2021 

Guilford, New York 13780-9793 

Re: File No. 2021/A-0147 

Dear Judge Persons: 

SENIOR ATTORNEYS 

The State Commission on Judicial Conduct is investigating a complaint that 
you failed to file reports or remit funds to the Office of the State Comptroller in 
the time required by law, for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, and 
that your salary was stopped on May 20, 2021. A copy of the stop-salary notice is 
enclosed. 

For your reference, the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct, the 
Commission's Operating Procedures and Rules, the Commission's Policy Manual 
and other documents are available on the Commission's website. 1 

In connection with this matter, the Commission requests that you respond 
to the following questions, in writing, by July 21, 2021. The Commission requests 
that you personally respond to each question, even if you have already submitted 
your overdue report or reports. In your letter, please include answers to the 
questions below and number your responses to correspond to the questions. 
Please note that, pursuant to Section 2.6(D)(3) of the Commission's Policy 
Manual, if your written reply is submitted by counsel, you must co-sign or submit 
a separate statement indicating that you have read and adopt it. 

1 http://www.cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/legal.authorities.htm 
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June 23, 2021 
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L Did you fail to file reports to the State Comptroller in the time required 
by Section 27 of the Town Law, as indicated in the attached stop-salary notice? If 
so, please state why you failed to file the reports as required. 

1 - Yes I failed to submit my report for the month of March 2021. The report for 
December 2020 was submitted in January 2021, however it was not accepted at the 
time. The issue was with date I entered wrong on the report sent to the 
Comptrollers office. It has since been fixed. Starting last year I started to become 
ill. I had many tests done with no luck finding what was wrong. Then in late 
February early March, I started getting really ill. Many nights I wasn't able to hold 
court due to being ill. Finally I was hospitalized with a very severe case of Double 
Pneumonia. While i was in the hospital the Dr's actually found what had been 
ailing me. The had discovered that my lungs were completely FULL of Blood 
Clots. Was actually told by one Dr if i hadn't come in when i did, I would probably 
~ve died soon after. My Co-Judge actually held court form~ on~ few~hts. 
l. ~-e 'i:, ,nte €,offlf\. c...,\,l ~~up CIA 1-."4.fl<'.'..,,J l~a.i 

2. Did you dispose of cases during December 2020 and March 2021? If 
so, please provide the Commission with a list of completed cases which you failed 
to report to the State Comptroller and a statement as to the amount of money 
collected for each case. 

2 - I am trying to get with my special council_on help with questions number 2&3 .. t? 

-:s:_ w,ll S~ ii" +aut .. h. ~ 'Qt'..~ 'S~,~ ~"-'d 1-lr,S=c."J::5 1.-"~h,:t:K,. 
3. During the above period, did ye ') · · funds that must 

be remitted to the State Comptroller? If st 1 ommission with a 
copy of your cashbook for the months of ~ • arch 2021, and 
with copies of receipts, deposit slips, and "1 ----._ ting when the 
above funds were received, and when the ,__ nto your court 
account. 

Cathleen S. Cenci 
Please number each answer to co~ ~dmtni\J~ you are 

answering. Feel free to include any information that you may believe is relevant. 

Enclosure 

Thank you for your attention to this matter. 

VIA EMAJL TO: @NYCOURTS.GOV AND UPS 
Very truly yours, 

p.3 
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May 20, 2021 

George Seneck 
Supervisor 
Town of Guilford 
223 Marble Rd 
Guilford NY 13780 

GP LASERJET FAX 

Re: Justice ID 0833560497P 
Honorable Jeremy Persons 

Dear Supervisor: 

6078956832 p.4 

This is official notification that the above referenced Justice has not properly reported to the State Comptroller for the 
following month(s): 

December 2020, March 2021 

Pursuant to Section 27 of the Town Law and Section 4-410 of the Village Law, every town and village justice must file a 
report monthly with the State Comptroller. The report, certification, or remittance, If any, is due by the tenth of the 
month following the report month (e.g., the April report is due by the tenth of May). A report must be sent even if It Is 
to indicate that no activity occurred in that month. In the event that a justice fails to properly account for any moneys 
received by such justice, the chief fiscal officer will be notified. Upon receipt of such notice from the State Comptroller, 
It shall be ur,\awlul for the town or village to make any further payment of comp!!nsatlon to such justice until receipt of 
a notice from the Comptroller that a proper accounting has been made. 

No further compensation should be made to this Justice until further notice from this office. Please sign the attached 
copy of this notification and return it to: 

Sincerely, 

Antoinette Villani 
Manager 
Justice Court Fund 

encl 
cc: Honorable Jeremy Persons 

Office of the State Comptroller 
Justice Court Fund 
110 State Street 
Albany, NV 12236 

Binghamton Regional Office, Office of the State Comptroller 
Honorable Nancy Sunukjian, Office of Court Administration 
Honorable Brian O Burns, 6th Judicial District 
Chief Council, Commission on Judicial Conduct 

Office of t!1e New York State Comptroller 866-321-8503 option 2 
110 State Street - Albany. NY 122313 courtfund@osc ny gov 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

August 26, 2021 
 

 
Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
223 Marble Road 
Guilford, New York 13780-9793 
 

Re: File No. 2021/A-0147, 2021/A-0178 
 
Dear Judge Persons: 
 

The Commission has reviewed your July 23, 2021, letter regarding 
complaint number 2021/A-0147 and requests your additional written response. 
The Commission is also investigating a complaint alleging that your driver’s 
license was suspended in January 2021and April 2021 for lapsed insurance and for 
failure to answer a summons in the Village of Johnson City and requests your 
written response pertaining to that complaint. 

 
Enclosed is a copy of the Administrator’s Complaint, 2021/A-0178. For 

your reference, the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct, the Commission’s 
Operating Procedures and Rules, the Commission’s Policy Manual and other 
documents are available on the Commission’s website.1 

 
In your letter, please include answers to the questions below and number 

your responses to correspond to the questions.  Please note that, pursuant to 
Section 2.6(D)(3) of the Commission’s Policy Manual, if your written reply is 

 
1 http://www.cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/legal.authorities.htm 

EXHIBIT K
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submitted by counsel, you must co-sign or submit a separate statement indicating 
that you have read and adopt it. 
 
Regarding the Complaint by the Office of the State Comptroller (File No. 
2021/A-0147) 
 

1. When were you hospitalized as indicated in your response to 
question 1 of the Commission’s June 23, 2021, letter? Specifically, please 
summarize the timeline of when you became seriously ill relative to when the 
December 2020 and March 2021 reports to the Office of the State Comptroller 
(OSC) were due and elaborate on why the reports were not filed timely. 

2. When did you become unable to hold court and what was the 
timeframe when you were on medical leave from your judicial position? If you 
have since resumed your judicial duties, please indicate when you did so and 
whether you have resumed your duties in full, explaining any changes to court 
operations as a result of your illness. 

3. Have you filed your December 2020 and March 2021 monthly 
reports to the Office of the State Comptroller (OSC)? If so, when did you file the 
reports and has OSC directed resumption of your salary? Please provide copies of 
the reports with your response to this letter. 

Per your request for additional time to answer questions 2 and 3 of the 
Commission’s June 23, 2021, letter, please respond to the following questions and 
provide the requested records with your response to this letter: 

4. Did you dispose of cases during December 2020 and March 2021? If 
so, please provide the Commission with a list of completed cases which you failed 
to report to the State Comptroller and a statement as to the amount of money 
collected for each case. 

 
5. During the above periods, did you receive fines or other funds that 

must be remitted to the State Comptroller? If so, please provide the Commission 
with a copy of your cashbook for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, 
and with copies of receipts, deposit slips, and bank statements indicating when the 
above funds were received, and when the funds were deposited into your court 
account. 
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Regarding the Administrator’s Complaint (File No. 2021/A-0178) 

6. Directing your attention to the Abstract of Driving Record 
(“abstract”) attached to the enclosed Administrator’s Complaint, do you now or 
have you ever held a commercial driver’s license and/or permit? If so, what 
licenses or permits did you hold and when? Please also describe the purpose for 
each such license, such as whether you are or were employed as a commercial 
driver and in what capacity. 

7. On or about January 1, 2021, was your driver’s license suspended 
for lapsed insurance as indicated by the abstract? If so, please answer the 
following questions: 

A. Why was your license suspended? 
 

B. When and how did you learn of this suspension? 
 

C. Have you taken any action to have this suspension lifted? If 
so, please describe in detail what you did and when and 
indicate whether the suspension remains in effect at the time 
of your response to this letter. 

 
8. On or about April 30, 2021, was your driver’s license suspended for 

failure to answer two summonses in the Village of Johnson City as indicated by 
the abstract? If so, please answer the following questions: 

A. Were you charged with violations of the Vehicle and Traffic 
Law in connection with this suspension? If so, what 
violations were you charged with and when? 

B. Did you fail to appear in court and/or respond to the charges? 
If so, when were you due to appear or respond and why did 
you not do so? 

C. When and how did you learn of this license suspension? 

D. Have you taken any action to have this suspension lifted? If 
so, please describe in detail what you did and when and 
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indicate whether this suspension remains in effect at the time 
of your response to this letter. 
 

E. What is the status of the charges? Please summarize the 
procedural history of the case, and if the charges are pending, 
indicate when the case is next returnable in court. If the 
charges have been disposed, please provide all details of how 
the matter was resolved, including the disposition of each 
charge and whether any fines have been paid or remain 
outstanding. 

9. Have you driven a motor vehicle while either of the above-
mentioned suspensions of your driver’s license were in effect? If so, please 
explain when and why. Please also indicate in what capacity you have driven, such 
as for personal reasons and/or in connection with any commercial driving as 
covered in your response to question 6. 

  
10. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 

100.2(A) of the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct (“Rules”), which requires that a 
judge respect and comply with the law and to act at all times in a manner that 
promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary?  
Please explain your response. 

11. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.3(B)(1) of the Rules, which requires that a judge be faithful to the law and 
maintain a professional competence in it?  Please explain your response. 

12. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.3(C)(1) which requires a judge to diligently discharge his administrative 
responsibilities and to maintain professional competence in judicial 
administration?  Please explain your response. 

13. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.4(A) of the Rules, which provides that a judge shall conduct all of the judge’s 
extra-judicial activities so that they do not case reasonable doubt to the judge’s 
capacity to act impartially as a judge, detract from the dignity of judicial office or 
interfere with the proper performance of judicial duties and are not incompatible 
with judicial office?  Please explain your response. 



NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
August 26, 2021 

Page 5 

 

 

Please feel free to include any relevant information or material that you 
wish the Commission to consider in connection with this matter. 

 
Please respond in writing to this inquiry by September 10, 2021.  Thank 

you for your prompt attention to this matter. 
 

Very truly yours, 

 
Cathleen S. Cenci 
Deputy Administrator 

 
Enclosures 
 
 
VIA EMAIL TO: @NYCOURTS.GOV AND UPS 
 
  



ADMINISTRATOR'S  COMPLAINT 

_________________________________ 
New York, New York Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator 

Date Signed: Authorized on August 5, 2021 

In the Matter of: Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
Chenango County 

Complaint # 2021/A-0178 

Statutory Authorization 

This complaint is filed at the direction of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct in 
compliance with Section 44, subdivision 2, of the Judiciary Law and is intended to serve as 
the basis for an investigation.  In accordance with Section 44, subdivision 3, in the event that 
the above-named judge is required to appear before the Commission or any of its members 
or staff, this complaint will be served at the time the judge is notified in writing of the 
required appearance. 

This complaint is not an accusatory instrument.  It provides a basis to commence an 
investigation.  Thus, a judge under investigation may be required to reply to other allegations 
in addition to those set forth below. 

Complaint 

Based upon records of the Department of Motor Vehicles and the attached driving 
abstract reviewed in the course of investigating another complaint against Judge Persons, 
it is alleged that the judge’s driver’s license was suspended in January and April 2021 for 
lapsed insurance and for failure to answer a summons in the Village of Johnson City. 

August 12, 2021   
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  NAME  ON  LICENSE/ID:    PERSONS                                                                                                        
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        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
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    SUSPENSION:  02/22/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJM8                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
        CLEAR  ON:  11/25/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
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                                                            ***  END  OF  RECORD  ***
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Download the UPS mobile app

From: UPS
To: Letitia Walsh
Subject: UPS Delivery Notification, Tracking Number 1ZV57A910190806564
Date: Friday, August 27, 2021 3:45:43 PM

Hello, your package has been delivered.
Delivery Date: Friday, 08/27/2021
Delivery Time: 3:41 PM
Left At: OFFICE
Signed by: MAILBOX

NYS COMM ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Tracking Number: 1ZV57A910190806564

Ship To:
GUILFORD TOWN JUSTICE
223 MARBLE ROAD
GUILFORD, NY 13780
US

Number of Packages: 1

UPS Service: UPS Next Day Air®

Package Weight: 1.0 LBS

Reference Number: LW

© 2021 United Parcel Service of America, Inc. UPS, the UPS brandmark, and the color brown are
trademarks of United Parcel Service of America, Inc. All rights reserved.

All trademarks, trade names, or service marks that appear in connection with UPS's services are the
property of their respective owners.

Please do not reply directly to this email. UPS will not receive any reply message.

Review the UPS Privacy Notice 

For Questions, Visit Our Help and Support Center 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

September 30, 2021 
 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
223 Marble Road 
Guilford, New York 13780-9793 
 
      and 
 

 
Mount Upton, New York 13809 
 

Re: File No. 2021/A-0147, 2021/A-0178 
 
Dear Judge Persons: 
 
 On August 26, 2021, the Commission on Judicial Conduct wrote to you 
requesting your reply to certain matters by September 10, 2021, including your 
additional written response to complaint 2021/A-0147, which you partially 
responded to on July 23, 2021. To date, no reply to the Commission’s August 26 
letter has been received. Copies of the letters are enclosed. 
 
 Please respond to the letters by October 12, 2021. Your failure to respond 
may be found by the Commission to be a failure to cooperate with the 
investigation. 
 
       
  

EXHIBIT L
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Very truly yours, 

        
       Cathleen S. Cenci 
       Deputy Administrator 
 
Enclosures 
 
Also via email to @nycourts.gov 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

August 26, 2021 
 

 
Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
223 Marble Road 
Guilford, New York 13780-9793 
 

Re: File No. 2021/A-0147, 2021/A-0178 
 
Dear Judge Persons: 
 

The Commission has reviewed your July 23, 2021, letter regarding 
complaint number 2021/A-0147 and requests your additional written response. 
The Commission is also investigating a complaint alleging that your driver’s 
license was suspended in January 2021and April 2021 for lapsed insurance and for 
failure to answer a summons in the Village of Johnson City and requests your 
written response pertaining to that complaint. 

 
Enclosed is a copy of the Administrator’s Complaint, 2021/A-0178. For 

your reference, the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct, the Commission’s 
Operating Procedures and Rules, the Commission’s Policy Manual and other 
documents are available on the Commission’s website.1 

 
In your letter, please include answers to the questions below and number 

your responses to correspond to the questions.  Please note that, pursuant to 
Section 2.6(D)(3) of the Commission’s Policy Manual, if your written reply is 

 
1 http://www.cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/legal.authorities.htm 
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submitted by counsel, you must co-sign or submit a separate statement indicating 
that you have read and adopt it. 
 
Regarding the Complaint by the Office of the State Comptroller (File No. 
2021/A-0147) 
 

1. When were you hospitalized as indicated in your response to 
question 1 of the Commission’s June 23, 2021, letter? Specifically, please 
summarize the timeline of when you became seriously ill relative to when the 
December 2020 and March 2021 reports to the Office of the State Comptroller 
(OSC) were due and elaborate on why the reports were not filed timely. 

2. When did you become unable to hold court and what was the 
timeframe when you were on medical leave from your judicial position? If you 
have since resumed your judicial duties, please indicate when you did so and 
whether you have resumed your duties in full, explaining any changes to court 
operations as a result of your illness. 

3. Have you filed your December 2020 and March 2021 monthly 
reports to the Office of the State Comptroller (OSC)? If so, when did you file the 
reports and has OSC directed resumption of your salary? Please provide copies of 
the reports with your response to this letter. 

Per your request for additional time to answer questions 2 and 3 of the 
Commission’s June 23, 2021, letter, please respond to the following questions and 
provide the requested records with your response to this letter: 

4. Did you dispose of cases during December 2020 and March 2021? If 
so, please provide the Commission with a list of completed cases which you failed 
to report to the State Comptroller and a statement as to the amount of money 
collected for each case. 

 
5. During the above periods, did you receive fines or other funds that 

must be remitted to the State Comptroller? If so, please provide the Commission 
with a copy of your cashbook for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, 
and with copies of receipts, deposit slips, and bank statements indicating when the 
above funds were received, and when the funds were deposited into your court 
account. 
  



NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
August 26, 2021 

Page 3 

 

 

Regarding the Administrator’s Complaint (File No. 2021/A-0178) 

6. Directing your attention to the Abstract of Driving Record 
(“abstract”) attached to the enclosed Administrator’s Complaint, do you now or 
have you ever held a commercial driver’s license and/or permit? If so, what 
licenses or permits did you hold and when? Please also describe the purpose for 
each such license, such as whether you are or were employed as a commercial 
driver and in what capacity. 

7. On or about January 1, 2021, was your driver’s license suspended 
for lapsed insurance as indicated by the abstract? If so, please answer the 
following questions: 

A. Why was your license suspended? 
 

B. When and how did you learn of this suspension? 
 

C. Have you taken any action to have this suspension lifted? If 
so, please describe in detail what you did and when and 
indicate whether the suspension remains in effect at the time 
of your response to this letter. 

 
8. On or about April 30, 2021, was your driver’s license suspended for 

failure to answer two summonses in the Village of Johnson City as indicated by 
the abstract? If so, please answer the following questions: 

A. Were you charged with violations of the Vehicle and Traffic 
Law in connection with this suspension? If so, what 
violations were you charged with and when? 

B. Did you fail to appear in court and/or respond to the charges? 
If so, when were you due to appear or respond and why did 
you not do so? 

C. When and how did you learn of this license suspension? 

D. Have you taken any action to have this suspension lifted? If 
so, please describe in detail what you did and when and 
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indicate whether this suspension remains in effect at the time 
of your response to this letter. 
 

E. What is the status of the charges? Please summarize the 
procedural history of the case, and if the charges are pending, 
indicate when the case is next returnable in court. If the 
charges have been disposed, please provide all details of how 
the matter was resolved, including the disposition of each 
charge and whether any fines have been paid or remain 
outstanding. 

9. Have you driven a motor vehicle while either of the above-
mentioned suspensions of your driver’s license were in effect? If so, please 
explain when and why. Please also indicate in what capacity you have driven, such 
as for personal reasons and/or in connection with any commercial driving as 
covered in your response to question 6. 

  
10. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 

100.2(A) of the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct (“Rules”), which requires that a 
judge respect and comply with the law and to act at all times in a manner that 
promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary?  
Please explain your response. 

11. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.3(B)(1) of the Rules, which requires that a judge be faithful to the law and 
maintain a professional competence in it?  Please explain your response. 

12. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.3(C)(1) which requires a judge to diligently discharge his administrative 
responsibilities and to maintain professional competence in judicial 
administration?  Please explain your response. 

13. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.4(A) of the Rules, which provides that a judge shall conduct all of the judge’s 
extra-judicial activities so that they do not case reasonable doubt to the judge’s 
capacity to act impartially as a judge, detract from the dignity of judicial office or 
interfere with the proper performance of judicial duties and are not incompatible 
with judicial office?  Please explain your response. 
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Please feel free to include any relevant information or material that you 
wish the Commission to consider in connection with this matter. 

 
Please respond in writing to this inquiry by September 10, 2021.  Thank 

you for your prompt attention to this matter. 
 

Very truly yours, 

 
Cathleen S. Cenci 
Deputy Administrator 

 
Enclosures 
 
 
VIA EMAIL TO: @NYCOURTS.GOV AND UPS 
 
  



ADMINISTRATOR'S  COMPLAINT 

_________________________________ 
New York, New York Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator 

Date Signed: Authorized on August 5, 2021 

In the Matter of: Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
Chenango County 

Complaint # 2021/A-0178 

Statutory Authorization 

This complaint is filed at the direction of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct in 
compliance with Section 44, subdivision 2, of the Judiciary Law and is intended to serve as 
the basis for an investigation.  In accordance with Section 44, subdivision 3, in the event that 
the above-named judge is required to appear before the Commission or any of its members 
or staff, this complaint will be served at the time the judge is notified in writing of the 
required appearance. 

This complaint is not an accusatory instrument.  It provides a basis to commence an 
investigation.  Thus, a judge under investigation may be required to reply to other allegations 
in addition to those set forth below. 

Complaint 

Based upon records of the Department of Motor Vehicles and the attached driving 
abstract reviewed in the course of investigating another complaint against Judge Persons, 
it is alleged that the judge’s driver’s license was suspended in January and April 2021 for 
lapsed insurance and for failure to answer a summons in the Village of Johnson City. 

August 12, 2021   
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    SUSPENSION:  04/30/2021  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJM8                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
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Download the UPS mobile app

From: UPS
To: Letitia Walsh
Subject: UPS Delivery Notification, Tracking Number 1ZV57A910190806564
Date: Friday, August 27, 2021 3:45:43 PM

Hello, your package has been delivered.
Delivery Date: Friday, 08/27/2021
Delivery Time: 3:41 PM
Left At: OFFICE
Signed by: MAILBOX

NYS COMM ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Tracking Number: 1ZV57A910190806564

Ship To:
GUILFORD TOWN JUSTICE
223 MARBLE ROAD
GUILFORD, NY 13780
US

Number of Packages: 1

UPS Service: UPS Next Day Air®

Package Weight: 1.0 LBS

Reference Number: LW

© 2021 United Parcel Service of America, Inc. UPS, the UPS brandmark, and the color brown are
trademarks of United Parcel Service of America, Inc. All rights reserved.

All trademarks, trade names, or service marks that appear in connection with UPS's services are the
property of their respective owners.

Please do not reply directly to this email. UPS will not receive any reply message.

Review the UPS Privacy Notice 

For Questions, Visit Our Help and Support Center 

https://upsmychoicedeals.com/#Category/Tickets/All?v46=ct1_eml_UPSPromo__ct1_eml_qvn_eml_7del&v56=08272021
https://m.ups.com/content/us/en/appdownload.html
mailto:pkginfo@ups.com
mailto:walsh@cjc.ny.gov
https://www.ups.com/track?loc=en_US&Requester=DAN&tracknum=1ZV57A910190806564&AgreeToTermsAndConditions=yes&WT.z_eCTAid=ct1_eml_Tracking__ct1_eml_qvn_eml_7del&WT.z_edatesent=08272021
https://upsmychoicedeals.com/#Category/Tickets/All?v46=ct1_eml_UPSPromo__ct1_eml_qvn_eml_7del&v56=08272021
https://www.ups.com/us/en/help-center/legal-terms-conditions/privacy-notice.page?WT.svl=eFooter
https://www.ups.com/us/en/help-support-center.page?WT.svl=eFooter


October 14, 2021 

 

Dear Letitia Walsh: 

 

The following is in response to your request for proof of delivery on your item with the tracking number:

9402 8092 0212 1566 9830 87. 

 

 
Thank you for selecting the United States Postal Service® for your mailing needs. If you require additional
assistance, please contact your local Post Office™ or a Postal representative at 1-800-222-1811. 
 
Sincerely, 
United States Postal Service®

 

475 L'Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, D.C. 20260-0004 

Item Details

Status: Delivered, Left with Individual
Status Date / Time: October 2, 2021, 1:39 pm
Location: GUILFORD, NY 13780
Postal Product: Priority Mail®

Extra Services: Certified Mail™

Return Receipt Electronic

Up to $100 insurance included
Recipient Name: Hon  Jeremy L  Persons

Shipment Details

Weight: 4.0oz

Recipient Signature

Signature of Recipient:

Address of Recipient:

Note: Scanned image may reflect a different destination address due to Intended Recipient's delivery instructions on file.
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October 15, 2021 

 

Dear Letitia Walsh: 

 

The following is in response to your request for proof of delivery on your item with the tracking number:

9402 8092 0212 1566 9860 33. 

 

 
Thank you for selecting the United States Postal Service® for your mailing needs. If you require additional
assistance, please contact your local Post Office™ or a Postal representative at 1-800-222-1811. 
 
Sincerely, 
United States Postal Service®

 

475 L'Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, D.C. 20260-0004 

Item Details

Status: We regret to inform you that we were unable to locate any
delivery information in our records for your item.

Status Date / Time: N/A
Location: N/A
Postal Product: Priority Mail®

Extra Services: Certified Mail™

Return Receipt Electronic

Up to $100 insurance included
Recipient Name: Hon  Jeremy L  Persons

Shipment Details

Weight: 4.0oz
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  NEW YORK STATE 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
 

  CORNING TOWER, SUITE 2301 
EMPIRE STATE PLAZA 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12223 
 

518-453-4600      518-299-1757 
  TELEPHONE              FACSIMILE 
 www.cjc.ny.gov  

 

CONFIDENTIAL 
 

March 11, 2022 
 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons  
Guilford Town Justice 

 
Mount Upton NY, 13809 
    
 

Re: File Nos. 2021/A-0147, 2021/A-0178, 2021/A-0265, 2021/A-0266  
 
Dear Judge Persons: 
 

Pursuant to Article 2-A of the Judiciary Law, the Commission on Judicial 
Conduct is investigating four complaints alleging that: (1) you failed to file reports 
or remit funds to the Office of the State Comptroller (“OSC”) in the time required 
by law for the months of December 2020 and January 2021, and that your salary 
was stopped on May 20, 2021, as a result; (2) your driver’s license was suspended 
in January and April 2021 for lapsed insurance and failure to answer a summons in 
the Village of Johnson City; (3) you failed to process pleas, lift drivers’ license 
suspensions, deposit fines or cooperate with the Office of Court Administration 
(“OCA”) to resolve administrative and financial issues in the court; and (4) you 
made sexually inappropriate comments to Assistant Public Defender Stephanie 
Hanrahan and other attorneys, mishandled a case involving a confidential 
informant, openly carry a pistol to court, and drive a vehicle with a sexually 
explicit bumper sticker. 

 
Enclosed are copies of the complaints. Also enclosed are copies of letters 

from the Commission dated June 23, 2021, August 26, 2021, and September 30, 
2021, requesting your response to Complaints #2021/A-0147 and #2021/A-0178.   

EXHIBIT M
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For your reference, the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct, the 
Commission’s Operating Procedures and Rules, the Commission’s Policy Manual 
and other documents are available on the Commission’s website.1 

 
In connection with this investigation, the Commission requests that you 

appear to give testimony on April 4, 2022, at 10:00 AM. At your appearance, you 
will be asked about the allegations of the complaints.  In addition, you will be 
asked about your failure to fully respond to the enclosed letters dated June 23, 
2021, August 26, 2021, and September 30, 2021. 

 
Pursuant to Commission Policy 5.5,2 this letter serves as notice that exigent 

circumstances exist such that your scheduled testimony in this matter will be 
conducted virtually, by videoconference via Zoom. A link to the Zoom proceeding 
will be sent to you by Commission staff, via email, shortly before your scheduled 
appearance. Attached to this letter is a list of protocols that will be followed in 
connection with your scheduled Zoom testimony. 

 
Your appearance is requested in accordance with Section 44, subdivision 3, 

of the Judiciary Law.  This is not a hearing as provided by Section 44, subdivision 
4, of the Judiciary Law.  Your testimony will be sworn and recorded, and a copy 
of the transcription thereof will be provided to you at no cost.  You have the right 
to be represented by counsel and to present material relevant to the complaint. 

 
At your appearance, you may make opening and/or closing statements.  

After being questioned by Commission counsel, you may be questioned by your 
own lawyer, subject to further questioning by Commission counsel.  

 
On or before March 24, 2022, please submit to the Commission the 

following:  
 

1. A list of all the cases you disposed of in December 2020 and March 
2021, and a statement as to the amount of money collected for each 
case.  
 

2. If you received fines or other funds that must be remitted to OSC 
during the abovementioned periods, please provide a copy of your 
cashbook for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, with 
copies of receipts, deposit slips, and bank statements, including 

 
1 http://www.cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/legal.authorities.htm 
2 http://cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/NYSCJC.PolicyManual.pdf  
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when the funds were received, and when the finds were deposited 
into your court bank account.  
 

3. Copies of your December 2020 and March 2021 monthly reports to 
OSC and a statement indicating whether you filed them and when.  
 

4. Any and all correspondence, written or electronic, with OSC 
pertaining to your failure to timely submit monthly reports, stop-
salary notice, and any notice of resumption of salary, if previously 
stopped. 

 
5. Copies of all documents pertaining to the suspension of your driver’s 

license, including any records related to traffic cases resulting in the 
suspension, and any copies of any written or electronic 
communications between you, the Department of Motor Vehicles, 
the Johnson City Village Court, and any other entity regarding the 
traffic charges and/or suspension. 

 
 

Please provide confirmation of your scheduled appearance by March 
28, 2022, either by letter or phone call at (518) 453-4600.  When confirming 
your appearance please provide an email address to which the Commission 
may send you a link to this Zoom proceeding. If you will be represented by an 
attorney at the proceeding, please provide an email address to which the 
Commission may send a link to your attorney. Please feel free to have your 
attorney call me and/or Staff Attorney Shruti Joshi with any questions. 

 
 Your failure to appear for testimony may be viewed by the 
Commission as a failure to cooperate.  



NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
March 11, 2022 

Page 4 

 

 

Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 
 

Very truly yours, 

 
Cathleen S. Cenci  
Deputy Administrator 

 
Enclosures 

Certified Mail # 9402 8092 0212 1073 8578 95 
Return Receipt Requested 
 
and UPS  
Signature Required 
 
and First Class Mail 





ADMINISTRATOR'S  COMPLAINT 

_________________________________ 
New York, New York Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator 

Date Signed: Authorized on August 5, 2021 

In the Matter of: Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
Chenango County 

Complaint # 2021/A-0178 

Statutory Authorization 

This complaint is filed at the direction of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct in 
compliance with Section 44, subdivision 2, of the Judiciary Law and is intended to serve as 
the basis for an investigation.  In accordance with Section 44, subdivision 3, in the event that 
the above-named judge is required to appear before the Commission or any of its members 
or staff, this complaint will be served at the time the judge is notified in writing of the 
required appearance. 

This complaint is not an accusatory instrument.  It provides a basis to commence an 
investigation.  Thus, a judge under investigation may be required to reply to other allegations 
in addition to those set forth below. 

Complaint 

Based upon records of the Department of Motor Vehicles and the attached driving 
abstract reviewed in the course of investigating another complaint against Judge Persons, 
it is alleged that the judge’s driver’s license was suspended in January and April 2021 for 
lapsed insurance and for failure to answer a summons in the Village of Johnson City. 

August 12, 2021   
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From: no-reply@weebly.com
To: SCJC
Subject: New Form Entry: Complaint Form
Date: Friday, October 15, 2021 4:09:39 PM

You've just received a new submission to your Complaint Form.
Mark as Spam

Submitted Information:

Title
Mr.

Name
Zachary Wentworth

M.I.
T

Phone Number 1

Phone Number 2

Email
@co.chenango.ny.us

Address Line 1
.

Address line 2

City
Norwich

State

SCJC ALB Received - 10/19/2021

mailto:zwentworth@co.chenango.ny.us
mailto:cjc@cjc.ny.gov
https://www.nyscjcforms.com/
https://www.weebly.com/home/form/729802317212096462?form_spam=239215750441929864


 

New York

Zip
13815

Are you or were you represented by a lawyer?
No

Lawyer's Name

Lawyer's Phone Number

Lawyer's Address

Lawyer's City

Lawyer's State
New York

Lawyer's Zip

Judge's Name
Jeremy Persons

Judge's Court
Guilford Town Court

Judge's County
Chenango

Date(s) of Incidents(s)
2021, 8/26/2021, 10/6/2021

Name of Case (if applicable)
People v. 

 



Index Number of Case (if applicable)

In the space below, please describe the alleged misconduct.  Include as
much detailed information as possible, such as what happened, where
and when; the names of witnesses; who said what to whom, and in
what tone of voice; etc. 
Please see attached letter.

Today's Date
10/15/2021

Judiciary Law § 44 requires that all complaints be signed and in writing.
I understand that by clicking “I agree” below I am electronically signing
this complaint, which has the same legal effect as my handwritten
signature
I agree

Submitted Files

Upload File
persons_complait.pdf

Upload File_2
persons_warrants.pdf

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

http://www.weebly.com/editor/uploads/9/7/9/9/97994910/983081362769014562_persons_complait.pdf
http://www.weebly.com/editor/uploads/9/7/9/9/97994910/197403927630872752_persons_warrants.pdf


CHENANGO COUNTY ZACHARY T. WENTWORTH 
PUBLIC DEFENDER OFFICE OF THE PUBLIC DEFENDER 

KARRI A. BECKWITH 
ADMINISTRATOR 

PARALEGAL 

JAMES G. CUSHMAN 
OF COUNSEL 

October 15, 2021 

The Eaton Center 
26 Conkey Ave 

2nd Floor, Box 233 
Norwich, NY 13815 
Phone: (607) 337-1870 

Fax: (607) 337-1489 
Email: publicdefender@co.chenango.ny.us 

New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct 
Empire State Plaza 
Coming Tower, Suite 2301 
Albany, NY 12223 

RE: Hon. Jeremy Persons 
Town of Guilford Court, Chenango County 

To the Commission, 

STEPHANIE L. HANRAHAN 
FIRST ASSISTANT PUBLIC 

DEFENDER 

ROSEMARIE RICHARDS 
ASSISTANT PUBLIC DEFENDER 

VACANT 
ASSIST ANT PUBLIC DEFENDER 

Please accept this letter as my office's formal complaint against the Hon. Jeremy Persons of the 
Guilford Town Court located in Chenango County. There have been several incidents that have 
occurred that call into question the Judge's professionalism. 

The Public Defender's Office has been represented by First Assistant Public Defender Stephanie 
Hanrahan, Esq. in Judge Person's Court. Several incidents have occurred that would border on 
sexual harassment and/or unprofessional conduct in front of the public and the Assistant Public 
Defender. They are as follows: 

1. During the October 2020 court date, Public Defender Zachary Wentworth covered the 
Court appearances before Judge Persons for Ms. Hanrahan. At the conclusion of the 
calendar, while on the bench but without members of the public present, the Court 
indicated it could not wait for Ms. Hanrahan to be back as she was better looking than 
Mr. Wentworth. This incident was witnessed by Christopher Curley, Esq. of the 
Chenango County Public Defender's Office. 

2. At the August 26, 2021 court date, the Comi was made aware the APD Hanrahan was 
golfing in a golf tournament the next day. The Court made the statement "I wish I could 
watch you golf." After indicating that he wouldn't because APD Hanrahan was a bad 
golfer, he responded "that is not why I want to watch you golf." The tone and manner in 
which the statement was made lead APD Hanrahan to feel uncomfortable as had a sexual 
connotation to it. 

3. Also on that same day, while on the bench, the Judge was discussing his previous 
relationship. He discussed how the relationship turned into a three way relationship and 
that his ex was now a lesbian. As part of that conversation, he used the phrase "she now 
likes the hole instead of the pole." This was also witnessed by ADA Curley and APD 
Hanrahan. Neither can remember if members of the public were present or not. 



4. On October 6, 2021 Public Defender Wentworth handled an arraignment on off-court 
hours, it was noticed that the Judge had a sticker on the rear window of the car that read 
"Boobies make me smile." This was within close proximity to his sticker indicating he 
was a member of the NYS Magistrates Association. 

On a separate date, the Comt was conferencing a violation of probation matter in chambers with 
APD Hanrahan and ADA Nicole Sabasowitz. The court was upset and started yelling about the 
client being a confidential informant. He demanded the detective's phone number so that he demand 
to know more about his CI work. After this date, it was brought to the District Attorney's Office 
attention that during a buy, the client was threatened about being a CI with a gun during an 
attempted buy. It was indicated to the CI that they knew he was a CI due to something overheard in 
Court. 

On this same case, the Public Defender's Office received a bench warrant on August 13, 2021 
indicating that he was to be brought before the Court. There had been no court appearance, no 
request from the DA, or any other indication why the warrant was issued. On August 19, 2021 the 
defendant was brought before Judge Osborne of the same Court on a return on that warrant. The 
warrant produced by the State Police on that day was different than the one provided to the Public 
Defender and DA which was issued on the next day. A copy of that warrant was never provided 
until he was arraigned. 

Lastly, the Judge has a pistol that he open carries in and outside of the Court. When he walks around 
the court with his robe on, it is visible to anyone in the court. He also openly carries it out to the 
parking lot while smoking before court, when the public is arriving for court appearances. He does 
not conceal the firearm during these times. 

Thank you for your consideration in this matter. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

~ ·T. W _s7d:;;; 
blchary T. 

1 

Wentworth 
Public Defender 

Enclosure 
CC: 

Stephanie L. Hanrahan 
First Assistant Public Defender 
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Jeremy Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 

Guilford Town Court 
223 Marble Road 

Guilford, New York 13780 

August 12, 2021 

BENCH WARRANT 

To Any Police Officer Of: 
NEW YORK STATE POLICE 

People of the State of 

   
Guilford, NY 13780 

New York versus: 

TicketNo, Officer 
ROWE, B 

Fail To Appear Date: 08/12/2021 

Statute/Section 
PL 260.10 

Case No:  
DOB:  

Charge Text 
ENDAN WEL CHILD 

Ph( 607)895-6831 
Fx(607)895-6832 

The above named defendant failed to appear for a scheduled 
probation check-ins, and has previously 
been arraigned on the charges listed. 

Therefore you are ordered to arrest the above named defendant 
and bring that person before this Court. 

This warrant may be executed in Chenango County or any adjacent 
county. · 

Dated: 08/12/2021 

On the day of , 20~~' a police officer 
authorized to execute~t-h-e~a-b_o_v_e Warrant, arrested the defendant 
in the County of and brought him/her before the 

Court in County. 

Department Officer 

p. 1 
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Jeremy Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 

Guilford Town Court 
223 Marble Road 

Guilford, New York 13780 

August 13, 2021 

BENCH WARRANT 

To Any Po:ice Officer Of: 
Cnenango Co. Sher i ffs Dept. 

People of the State of 
 

 
Gui l ford, NY 13780 

New York versus: 

IicketNo. Officer 
ROWE, B 

Fall To Appear Date: 08/12/2021 

Statute/Section 
PL 260.10 

Case No:  
DOB:  

Charge Text 
ENDAN WEL CHILD 

Ph(607)895-6831 
Fx(607)895-6832 

Defendant has violated his conditions of Probation on the charge 
l isted above. He has previous l y been arraigned on the charges 
:isted. 

Therefore you are ordered to arrest the above named defendant 
and bring that person before this Court. 

This warrant may be executed in Chenango County or any adjacent 
county. 

Dated: 08/13/2021 

Jeremy 

On the day of , 20 , a police officer 
aut horized to execute the above Warrant, arrested the defendant 
in the County of and brought him/her before the 

Court in Cou r.ty. 

Department Officer 

p. 1 



ADMINISTRATOR'S  COMPLAINT 

 
 
      _________________________________ 
New York, New York   Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator 

Date Signed: November 4, 2021  Authorized on October 28, 2021 
 

  
In the Matter of: Jeremy L. Persons 

Guilford Town Justice 
Chenango County 

        
Complaint # 2021/A-0265 

 
Statutory Authorization 
 
This complaint is filed at the direction of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct in 
compliance with Section 44, subdivision 2, of the Judiciary Law and is intended to serve as 
the basis for an investigation.  In accordance with Section 44, subdivision 3, in the event that 
the above-named judge is required to appear before the Commission or any of its members 
or staff, this complaint will be served at the time the judge is notified in writing of the 
required appearance. 
 
This complaint is not an accusatory instrument.  It provides a basis to commence an 
investigation.  Thus, a judge under investigation may be required to reply to other allegations 
in addition to those set forth below. 
 
Complaint 
 
Based upon the attached memorandum by the special counsel for town and village courts 
for the Sixth Judicial District, it is alleged that: 

1. Judge Persons failed to process pleas, lift driver’s license suspensions, deposit fines or 
cooperate with OCA to resolve administrative and financial issues in the court; 

2. the judge made sexually inappropriate comments to Assistant Public Defender 
Stephanie Hanrahan and other attorneys and drives a vehicle to court bearing a 
sexually explicit sticker; 

3. the judge mishandled a case involving a confidential informant in that he 
compromised the defendant’s confidentiality by loudly arguing with attorneys over 
the defendant’s informant status, demanded a phone number for the detective who 
supervises the defendant and improperly issued bench warrants falsely accusing the 
defendant of failing to appear in court; and 

4. the judge openly carries a pistol to court. 
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UNIFIED COURT SYSTEM 
SIXTH JUDICIAL DISTRICT 

KILMER  BUILDING 
31 LEWIS STREET, 5TH FLOOR 

BINGHAMTON, NEW YORK 13901-4466 
Phone: (607) 240-5350  Fax: (212) 295-4927 

 
 
ELIZABETH BURNS       EUGENE D. FAUGHNAN 
Supervising Judge        District Administrative Judge  
Chenango, Cortland, Delaware, Madison, Otsego Counties       
         PORTER KIRKWOOD 
GERALD A. KEENE       District Executive 
Supervising Judge          
Broome, Chemung, Schuyler, Tioga, Tompkins Counties    JOSHUA S. SHAPIRO 
         Special Counsel 

      

      
M E M O R A N D U M 

 
To:  Hon. Eugene D. Faughnan, District Administrative Judge 
 
From:  Joshua S. Shapiro, Special Counsel for the Town and Village Courts 
 
Re:  Conduct of Justice Jeremy L. Persons, Town of Guilford, Chenango County 
 
Date:  October 14, 2021 
 
 

 I write to summarize substantial concerns I have with the conduct of Justice Jeremy L. 

Persons, both on and off the bench.  Justice Persons is one of two Judges in the Town of Guilford 

Court in Chenango County.  He was elected to the bench in 2020 and is not an attorney.  As 

further discussed herein, these concerns are based upon conversations I have had with Town of 

Guilford Justice Karen Osborn, Town of Guilford Supervisor George Seneck, Chenango County 

Magistrates Association President Justice James Fox, Chenango County Public Defender 

Zachary Wentworth, and Chenango County Assistant Public Defender Stephanie Hanrahan.  

These concerns relate to both financial and operational irregularities in the Guilford Town Court 

as well as significant inappropriate behavior by Justice Persons both on and off the bench. 

I.  Financial and Operational Irregularities 

 Justice Persons took office in January of 2020.  In mid-2021 Justice Persons became very 

ill and was hospitalized for a period of time.  In March of 2021 Justice Persons stopped filing his 

required monthly reports to the Office of the State Comptroller (hereinafter “OSC”).  In May of 
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2021, OSC directed the Town of Guilford to stop paying Justice Persons salary.  Justice Persons 

subsequently resumed filing his reports.  During this time, I was contacted by Justice Osborn and 

Town Supervisor Seneck.  Both indicated they were concerned with Justice Persons abrogation 

of judicial duties beyond that which was explained by his illness.  Justice Osborn specifically 

indicated that Justice Persons was not processing fine payments or pleas in a timely matter, and 

that paperwork would sit on his desk for months.  She also indicated that people were contacting 

the court because their licenses were improperly suspended by Justice Persons, or because 

Justice Persons had failed to lift a suspension for which they had paid a suspension lift fee. 

Justice Osborn indicated that in at least one case she had personally taken in a money order for a 

person who had a license suspension, but that Justice Persons had never deposited that money 

order or cleared the suspension in the courtroom program.  Supervisor Seneck echoed concerns 

that litigants were having trouble reaching the court and Justice Persons and as a result were 

contacting the town. 

 As a result of these issues, Supervising Judge Elizabeth Burns and I scheduled a meeting 

with Justice Persons, Justice Osborn, and Supervisor Seneck on August 4th, 2021.  At this 

meeting we discussed these issues with Justice Persons and offered assistance and guidance in 

resolving them.  Justice Persons agreed to take steps to remedy the issues raised, including 

resolving missing money with the Justice Court Fund. 

 In early September both Supervisor Seneck and Justice Osborn reached out to me to 

inform me that the issues had not been resolved and were still ongoing.  Specifically, Justice 

Osborn indicated that the issue of unaccounted funds had not been resolved, and that fine 

payments and other mailings were not being processed in a timely manner.  Justice Osborn also 

indicated that she believed there was additional money that was unaccounted for, and that she 

had personal knowledge of at least one additional payment that she took in which Justice Persons 

did not deposit.  Supervisor Seneck indicated that monthly reports were again being filed late.

 Based upon these new allegations Supervising Judge Burns and I corresponded with 
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Justice Persons to let him know that we would need to meet with him in person at the Sixth 

Judicial District Administrative Office on September 21st at 10:30 AM. Justice Persons indicated 

that he would meet us at that date and time.  On the morning of September 21st, Justice Persons 

did not appear in the District Office.  I left several messages on Justice Persons cell phone and 

home phone voicemail, but he did not return my phone call.  The following morning on 

September 22nd, Justice Persons sent me an email indicating that his car had broken down, that 

he did not have cell phone service where it had broken down, and that when he finally gained 

access to phone service, he did not know the phone number to the District Office, so he made no 

other attempts at contact. 

 As a result of this sequence of events and the information we had at the time, and in 

consultation with Administrative Justice Faughnan, I requested an Internal Auditing Services 

audit of the Guilford Town Court.  The initial audit meeting between the judges, myself, and the 

auditing team was scheduled for October 7th, 2021 at 11:00 AM.  During the morning of October 

7th, 2021, Justice Persons sent me a text message indicating that he and his wife and son had 

been exposed to Covid, and that his wife and son were now symptomatic.  As a result of this, I 

advised Judge Persons that he should not come to the courthouse in person and could meet with 

the auditors and myself remotely.  At this remote meeting Justice Persons was told what 

documents he would need to produce and he indicated that he would scan and email the 

documents to the auditors. 

 Since October 7, 2021, neither I nor the auditors have had further contact with Justice 

Persons, and he did not send the materials requested.  The auditors attempted to reach Justice 

Persons on his cell phone but were unsuccessful.   During the evening of Sunday, October 10th, 

2021, Justice Osborn contacted me to inform me that Justice Persons had relayed to her that he 

had tested positive for Covid.  Justice Osborn was concerned because Justice Persons indicated 

his intent to go to the courthouse the following day to file his monthly report.  I sent an email to 

Justice Persons indicating that he should let us know if he needed any assistance as a result of his 
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diagnosis, but that he should not enter his courthouse if he was in quarantine due to a positive 

Covid test.  To date neither I nor the auditors have heard back from Justice Persons. 

II.  Allegations of Substantial Inappropriate Behavior 

 On October 14th, 2021 I was contacted by Justice James Fox, who is the president of the 

Chenango County Magistrates Association.  Justice Fox indicated that Assistant Public Defender 

Stephanie Hanrahan had disclosed to him that Justice Persons had made several extremely 

inappropriate remarks to her of a sexually suggestive nature, and that I should follow up with 

APD Hanrahan and Public Defender Zachary Wentworth for further details.  I spoke with both 

PD Wentworth and APD Hanrahan on a conference call, and they reported the following: 

 PD Wentworth reported that several months ago he had a conversation with Justice 

Persons in the courthouse.  Wentworth indicated that during this conversation Assistant District 

Attorney Christopher Curley was also present and could hear the conversation.  PD Wentworth 

indicated that during this conversation Justice Persons indicated to PD Wentworth that Persons 

would be “glad to have Stephanie back because she’s much better looking than [Wentworth].”   

 APD Hanrahan indicated that several months ago she was in open court with Justice 

Persons, ADA Curley, and several litigants.  Hanrahan indicated that in open court Justice 

Persons started discussing his multi-party sexual relationship with his ex-wife and girlfriend in 

an extraordinarily inappropriate manner.  Hanrahan indicated that at one point during the 

conversation Justice Persons said something to the effect of “my ex-wife used to like the pole, 

but now she likes the hole.”   

 APD Hanrahan reported that on or about August 26th, she was in chambers with Justice 

Persons.  Hanrahan indicated that she told Justice Persons that she would be golfing the next day.  

Hanrahan indicated that Persons responded that he “would like to see that.”  Hanrahan indicated 

that she responded “no, you wouldn’t, I’m not good at golf.”  Hanrahan indicated that Persons 

responded “No, it’s because I’d like to watch you” in a sexually suggestive manner.   



Page 5 of 5 
 

 PD Wentworth indicated that at an arraignment several months ago he observed Justice 

Persons car in the court parking lot.  Wentworth indicated that the car had two bumper stickers.  

The first was a New York State Magistrates Association sticker (identifying Persons as judge).  

The second was a bumper sticker which read “Boobies Make Me Smile.” 

 PD Wentworth and APD Hanrahan both indicated that they have observed Justice 

Persons open carrying a firearm while in his courtroom. 

 Finally, APD Hanrahan relayed an incident concerning a defendant who was a 

confidential informant for the prosecution.  Hanrahan indicated that during a conference with 

Justice Persons and Assistant District Attorney Nicole Sabasowitz, Persons grew upset that the 

defendant was allowed to act as a confidential informant.  At one point during the conference, 

Persons demanded that ADA Sabasowitz give him the phone number of a detective who was 

supervising this confidential informant.  Hanrahan indicated the conversation grew so heated and 

loud that persons in the main courtroom could overhear it, and that the defendant’s status as a 

confidential informant was compromised and he ultimately faced retaliation.  In connection with 

the same case, Hanrahan indicated Justice Persons issued a bench warrant for the defendants 

arrest.  Hanrahan indicated that a copy of the Bench Warrant sent to her office indicated that it 

was for probation violations.  Hanrahan indicated that a different and altered copy of the warrant 

was sent to the police to be executed, and the altered copy indicated that the defendant had 

missed a date in court.  Hanrahan indicated that the missed date indicated was not a court date 

and the warrant had never been received by her office.  Hanrahan indicated the only reason she 

became aware of the two different warrants was because she received a copy of the second 

warrant when the defendant was arraigned. 

 Based upon the above allegations I believe that further administrative action is necessary. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

June 23, 2021 
 
Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
223 Marble Road 
Guilford, New York 13780-9793 
 

Re:  File No. 2021/A-0147 
 

Dear Judge Persons: 
 
 The State Commission on Judicial Conduct is investigating a complaint that 
you failed to file reports or remit funds to the Office of the State Comptroller in 
the time required by law, for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, and 
that your salary was stopped on May 20, 2021.  A copy of the stop-salary notice is 
enclosed. 
 
 For your reference, the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct, the 
Commission’s Operating Procedures and Rules, the Commission’s Policy Manual 
and other documents are available on the Commission’s website.1 
 
 In connection with this matter, the Commission requests that you respond 
to the following questions, in writing, by July 21, 2021.  The Commission requests 
that you personally respond to each question, even if you have already submitted 
your overdue report or reports.  In your letter, please include answers to the 
questions below and number your responses to correspond to the questions.  
Please note that, pursuant to Section 2.6(D)(3) of the Commission’s Policy 
Manual, if your written reply is submitted by counsel, you must co-sign or submit 
a separate statement indicating that you have read and adopt it. 

 
1 http://www.cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/legal.authorities.htm 
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1. Did you fail to file reports to the State Comptroller in the time required 
by Section 27 of the Town Law, as indicated in the attached stop-salary notice?  If 
so, please state why you failed to file the reports as required. 
 

2.  Did you dispose of cases during December 2020 and March 2021?  If 
so, please provide the Commission with a list of completed cases which you failed 
to report to the State Comptroller and a statement as to the amount of money 
collected for each case. 
 

3.  During the above period, did you receive fines or other funds that must 
be remitted to the State Comptroller?  If so, please provide the Commission with a 
copy of your cashbook for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, and 
with copies of receipts, deposit slips, and bank statements indicating when the 
above funds were received, and when the funds were deposited into your court 
account. 
 

 Please number each answer to correspond to the question you are 
answering.  Feel free to include any information that you may believe is relevant. 

 
 

 Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 

      Very truly yours, 

       
 

      Cathleen S. Cenci 
                              Deputy Administrator 
 

Enclosure 
 
 
VIA EMAIL TO: @NYCOURTS.GOV AND UPS 
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Letitia Walsh

From: UPS <pkginfo@ups.com>
Sent: Thursday, June 24, 2021 3:08 PM
To: Letitia Walsh
Subject: UPS Delivery Notification, Tracking Number 1ZV57A910193161442

 

To help protect your privacy, 
Micro so ft Office prevented  
auto matic downlo ad o f this  
picture from the Internet.
UPS logo

 

 

 

 

Hello, your package has been delivered.  
   

Delivery Date: Thursday, 06/24/2021 
Delivery Time: 03:06 PM 
Left At: OFFICE 
Signed by: HWY DEPT 

    

NYS COMM ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Tracking Number: 1ZV57A910193161442 

Ship To: 
HON. JEREMY L. PERSONS 
223 MARBLE ROAD 
GUILFORD, NY 13780 
US 

Number of Packages: 1 

UPS Service: UPS Next Day Air® 

Package Weight: 1.0 LBS 

Reference Number: LW 
 

  

To help protect y
Micro so ft Office p
auto matic downlo
picture from the 

  

 

 

To help 
protect 
your 
privacy, 
Micro so ft 
Office 
prevented 
auto matic  
download 
of this  
picture 
from the  
In ternet.

 

Download the UPS mobile app 

 

© 2021 United Parcel Service of America, Inc. UPS, the UPS brandmark, and the color brown are 
trademarks of United Parcel Service of America, Inc. All rights reserved. 

All trademarks, trade names, or service marks that appear in connection with UPS's services are the 
property of their respective owners. 
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Please do not reply directly to this email. UPS will not receive any reply message. 

Review the UPS Privacy Notice  

For Questions, Visit Our Help and Support Center  
 

To help protect your privacy, 
Micro so ft Office prevented  
auto matic downlo ad o f this  
picture from the Internet.

    

 

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

August 26, 2021 
 

 
Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
223 Marble Road 
Guilford, New York 13780-9793 
 

Re: File No. 2021/A-0147, 2021/A-0178 
 
Dear Judge Persons: 
 

The Commission has reviewed your July 23, 2021, letter regarding 
complaint number 2021/A-0147 and requests your additional written response. 
The Commission is also investigating a complaint alleging that your driver’s 
license was suspended in January 2021and April 2021 for lapsed insurance and for 
failure to answer a summons in the Village of Johnson City and requests your 
written response pertaining to that complaint. 

 
Enclosed is a copy of the Administrator’s Complaint, 2021/A-0178. For 

your reference, the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct, the Commission’s 
Operating Procedures and Rules, the Commission’s Policy Manual and other 
documents are available on the Commission’s website.1 

 
In your letter, please include answers to the questions below and number 

your responses to correspond to the questions.  Please note that, pursuant to 
Section 2.6(D)(3) of the Commission’s Policy Manual, if your written reply is 

 
1 http://www.cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/legal.authorities.htm 
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submitted by counsel, you must co-sign or submit a separate statement indicating 
that you have read and adopt it. 
 
Regarding the Complaint by the Office of the State Comptroller (File No. 
2021/A-0147) 
 

1. When were you hospitalized as indicated in your response to 
question 1 of the Commission’s June 23, 2021, letter? Specifically, please 
summarize the timeline of when you became seriously ill relative to when the 
December 2020 and March 2021 reports to the Office of the State Comptroller 
(OSC) were due and elaborate on why the reports were not filed timely. 

2. When did you become unable to hold court and what was the 
timeframe when you were on medical leave from your judicial position? If you 
have since resumed your judicial duties, please indicate when you did so and 
whether you have resumed your duties in full, explaining any changes to court 
operations as a result of your illness. 

3. Have you filed your December 2020 and March 2021 monthly 
reports to the Office of the State Comptroller (OSC)? If so, when did you file the 
reports and has OSC directed resumption of your salary? Please provide copies of 
the reports with your response to this letter. 

Per your request for additional time to answer questions 2 and 3 of the 
Commission’s June 23, 2021, letter, please respond to the following questions and 
provide the requested records with your response to this letter: 

4. Did you dispose of cases during December 2020 and March 2021? If 
so, please provide the Commission with a list of completed cases which you failed 
to report to the State Comptroller and a statement as to the amount of money 
collected for each case. 

 
5. During the above periods, did you receive fines or other funds that 

must be remitted to the State Comptroller? If so, please provide the Commission 
with a copy of your cashbook for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, 
and with copies of receipts, deposit slips, and bank statements indicating when the 
above funds were received, and when the funds were deposited into your court 
account. 
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Regarding the Administrator’s Complaint (File No. 2021/A-0178) 

6. Directing your attention to the Abstract of Driving Record 
(“abstract”) attached to the enclosed Administrator’s Complaint, do you now or 
have you ever held a commercial driver’s license and/or permit? If so, what 
licenses or permits did you hold and when? Please also describe the purpose for 
each such license, such as whether you are or were employed as a commercial 
driver and in what capacity. 

7. On or about January 1, 2021, was your driver’s license suspended 
for lapsed insurance as indicated by the abstract? If so, please answer the 
following questions: 

A. Why was your license suspended? 
 

B. When and how did you learn of this suspension? 
 

C. Have you taken any action to have this suspension lifted? If 
so, please describe in detail what you did and when and 
indicate whether the suspension remains in effect at the time 
of your response to this letter. 

 
8. On or about April 30, 2021, was your driver’s license suspended for 

failure to answer two summonses in the Village of Johnson City as indicated by 
the abstract? If so, please answer the following questions: 

A. Were you charged with violations of the Vehicle and Traffic 
Law in connection with this suspension? If so, what 
violations were you charged with and when? 

B. Did you fail to appear in court and/or respond to the charges? 
If so, when were you due to appear or respond and why did 
you not do so? 

C. When and how did you learn of this license suspension? 

D. Have you taken any action to have this suspension lifted? If 
so, please describe in detail what you did and when and 
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indicate whether this suspension remains in effect at the time 
of your response to this letter. 
 

E. What is the status of the charges? Please summarize the 
procedural history of the case, and if the charges are pending, 
indicate when the case is next returnable in court. If the 
charges have been disposed, please provide all details of how 
the matter was resolved, including the disposition of each 
charge and whether any fines have been paid or remain 
outstanding. 

9. Have you driven a motor vehicle while either of the above-
mentioned suspensions of your driver’s license were in effect? If so, please 
explain when and why. Please also indicate in what capacity you have driven, such 
as for personal reasons and/or in connection with any commercial driving as 
covered in your response to question 6. 

  
10. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 

100.2(A) of the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct (“Rules”), which requires that a 
judge respect and comply with the law and to act at all times in a manner that 
promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary?  
Please explain your response. 

11. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.3(B)(1) of the Rules, which requires that a judge be faithful to the law and 
maintain a professional competence in it?  Please explain your response. 

12. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.3(C)(1) which requires a judge to diligently discharge his administrative 
responsibilities and to maintain professional competence in judicial 
administration?  Please explain your response. 

13. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.4(A) of the Rules, which provides that a judge shall conduct all of the judge’s 
extra-judicial activities so that they do not case reasonable doubt to the judge’s 
capacity to act impartially as a judge, detract from the dignity of judicial office or 
interfere with the proper performance of judicial duties and are not incompatible 
with judicial office?  Please explain your response. 
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Please feel free to include any relevant information or material that you 
wish the Commission to consider in connection with this matter. 

 
Please respond in writing to this inquiry by September 10, 2021.  Thank 

you for your prompt attention to this matter. 
 

Very truly yours, 

 
Cathleen S. Cenci 
Deputy Administrator 

 
Enclosures 
 
 
VIA EMAIL TO: @NYCOURTS.GOV AND UPS 
 
  



ADMINISTRATOR'S  COMPLAINT 

_________________________________ 
New York, New York Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator 

Date Signed: Authorized on August 5, 2021 

In the Matter of: Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
Chenango County 

Complaint # 2021/A-0178 

Statutory Authorization 

This complaint is filed at the direction of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct in 
compliance with Section 44, subdivision 2, of the Judiciary Law and is intended to serve as 
the basis for an investigation.  In accordance with Section 44, subdivision 3, in the event that 
the above-named judge is required to appear before the Commission or any of its members 
or staff, this complaint will be served at the time the judge is notified in writing of the 
required appearance. 

This complaint is not an accusatory instrument.  It provides a basis to commence an 
investigation.  Thus, a judge under investigation may be required to reply to other allegations 
in addition to those set forth below. 

Complaint 

Based upon records of the Department of Motor Vehicles and the attached driving 
abstract reviewed in the course of investigating another complaint against Judge Persons, 
it is alleged that the judge’s driver’s license was suspended in January and April 2021 for 
lapsed insurance and for failure to answer a summons in the Village of Johnson City. 

August 12, 2021   



ABSTRACT OF DRIVING RECORD

                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
Document  #  LWEB0267                                                                                                                            
PRINT  DATE:    6/21/2021  TIME:  09:53:59    OPERATOR:  WEB  OFFICE:  DAB                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                        CLIENT  ID#:                  
  PERSONS,JEREMY,L                                                    DOB:        SEX:  M                            
                                          HEIGHT:  6-0        EYE  COLOR:  BLUE                      
  MOUNT  UPTON        NY  13809                                COUNTY:  CHEN                                                          
                                                                                    MI  #:  P05666  03225  746525-75                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  NAME  ON  LICENSE/ID:    PERSONS                                                                                                        
                                            JEREMY,L                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  LICENSE  CLASS:  *D*                                        STATUS:SUSPENDED      EXPIRATION:  10/11/2025  
        COMMERCIAL  STATUS:  SUSPENDED                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  PERMIT  CLASS:  M                                            STATUS:  SUSPENDED      EXPIRATION:  02/04/2006  
  APPLICATION  DATE:  02/04/2005                                                                                                        
  ENDORSEMENTS:      NONE                                                                                                                        
  RESTRICTIONS:      NONE                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  PERMIT  CLASS:  A                                            STATUS:  SUSPENDED      EXPIRATION:  10/04/2003  
  APPLICATION  DATE:  10/12/2001                                                                                                        
  ENDORSEMENTS:  PASSENGER                                                                                                                  
  RESTRICTIONS:  CDL  INTRASTATE  ONLY                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  SUSP/REV  SUMMARY:  TOTAL      3  (SCOFFS      2  ON      1  DATES)  JUDGEMENT  $          0                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  ********************                              ACTIVITY                              ********************    
  CDL  B            10/09/2009  ENDORSEMENTS:  NONE                                                                                
  RESTRICTIONS:  NONE                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                  
  CLASS  CHANGE:  09/14/1992              NEW:  *DJ*              OLD:  *DJ*                                                
  CLASS  CHANGE:  04/15/1996              NEW:  CDL  *B*        OLD:  *DJ*                                                
  CLASS  CHANGE:  10/12/2001              NEW:  CDL  *B*        OLD:  CDL  *B*                                          
  CLASS  CHANGE:  10/09/2009              NEW:  CDL  *B*        OLD:  CDL  *B*                                          
  CLASS  CHANGE:  06/03/2014              NEW:  *D*                OLD:  CDL  *B*                                          
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
Continued  Page    2                                                                                                                                
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Document  #  LWEB0267                                                                                                                            
PRINT  DATE:    6/21/2021  TIME:  09:53:59    OPERATOR:  WEB  OFFICE:  DAB                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                        CLIENT  ID#:                  
  PERSONS,JEREMY,L                                                    DOB:        SEX:  M                            
                                          HEIGHT:  6-0        EYE  COLOR:  BLUE                      
  MOUNT  UPTON        NY  13809                                COUNTY:  CHEN                                                          
                                                                                    MI  #:  P05666  03225  746525-75                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  ********************              SUSPENSIONS/REVOCATIONS                    ******************    
    SUSPENSION:  01/01/2021  INSURANCE  LAPSE              ORDER  #:  C2012190000                            
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  04/30/2021  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJM8                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  04/30/2021  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJZW                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  07/17/2019  FAILURE  TO  PAY  FINE      ORDER  #:  Z2C2680NFWB                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                              
        CLEAR  ON:  07/30/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  07/07/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C2680NFPG                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                              
        CLEAR  ON:  03/12/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  07/07/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C2680NFWB                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                              
        CLEAR  ON:  03/12/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  02/22/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJM8                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
        CLEAR  ON:  11/25/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  02/22/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJZW                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
        CLEAR  ON:  11/25/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
  ********************          CONVICTIONS/BAIL  FORFEITURES              ******************    
  CONVICTION:  OPERAT  W/O  A  LICENSE                                                                                                
    VIOLATION:  03/06/2018              CONVICTED  ON:  03/12/2019                                                      
  LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                                    
  PENALTY:  FINE-  $127                                                                                                                          
  COMM  VEH:  NO                HAZMAT:  NO                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                            ***  END  OF  RECORD  ***
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Download the UPS mobile app

From: UPS
To: Letitia Walsh
Subject: UPS Delivery Notification, Tracking Number 1ZV57A910190806564
Date: Friday, August 27, 2021 3:45:43 PM

Hello, your package has been delivered.
Delivery Date: Friday, 08/27/2021
Delivery Time: 3:41 PM
Left At: OFFICE
Signed by: MAILBOX

NYS COMM ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Tracking Number: 1ZV57A910190806564

Ship To:
GUILFORD TOWN JUSTICE
223 MARBLE ROAD
GUILFORD, NY 13780
US

Number of Packages: 1

UPS Service: UPS Next Day Air®

Package Weight: 1.0 LBS

Reference Number: LW

© 2021 United Parcel Service of America, Inc. UPS, the UPS brandmark, and the color brown are
trademarks of United Parcel Service of America, Inc. All rights reserved.

All trademarks, trade names, or service marks that appear in connection with UPS's services are the
property of their respective owners.

Please do not reply directly to this email. UPS will not receive any reply message.

Review the UPS Privacy Notice 

For Questions, Visit Our Help and Support Center 

https://upsmychoicedeals.com/#Category/Tickets/All?v46=ct1_eml_UPSPromo__ct1_eml_qvn_eml_7del&v56=08272021
https://m.ups.com/content/us/en/appdownload.html
mailto:pkginfo@ups.com
mailto:walsh@cjc.ny.gov
https://www.ups.com/track?loc=en_US&Requester=DAN&tracknum=1ZV57A910190806564&AgreeToTermsAndConditions=yes&WT.z_eCTAid=ct1_eml_Tracking__ct1_eml_qvn_eml_7del&WT.z_edatesent=08272021
https://upsmychoicedeals.com/#Category/Tickets/All?v46=ct1_eml_UPSPromo__ct1_eml_qvn_eml_7del&v56=08272021
https://www.ups.com/us/en/help-center/legal-terms-conditions/privacy-notice.page?WT.svl=eFooter
https://www.ups.com/us/en/help-support-center.page?WT.svl=eFooter


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.
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CONFIDENTIAL 
 

September 30, 2021 
 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
223 Marble Road 
Guilford, New York 13780-9793 
 
      and 
 

 
Mount Upton, New York 13809 
 

Re: File No. 2021/A-0147, 2021/A-0178 
 
Dear Judge Persons: 
 
 On August 26, 2021, the Commission on Judicial Conduct wrote to you 
requesting your reply to certain matters by September 10, 2021, including your 
additional written response to complaint 2021/A-0147, which you partially 
responded to on July 23, 2021. To date, no reply to the Commission’s August 26 
letter has been received. Copies of the letters are enclosed. 
 
 Please respond to the letters by October 12, 2021. Your failure to respond 
may be found by the Commission to be a failure to cooperate with the 
investigation. 
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September 30, 2021 
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Very truly yours, 

        
       Cathleen S. Cenci 
       Deputy Administrator 
 
Enclosures 
 
Also via email to @nycourts.gov 
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COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
 

  CORNING TOWER, SUITE 2301 
EMPIRE STATE PLAZA 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12223 
 

518-453-4600      518-299-1757 
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 www.cjc ny.gov  

 

CONFIDENTIAL 
 

August 26, 2021 
 

 
Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
223 Marble Road 
Guilford, New York 13780-9793 
 

Re: File No. 2021/A-0147, 2021/A-0178 
 
Dear Judge Persons: 
 

The Commission has reviewed your July 23, 2021, letter regarding 
complaint number 2021/A-0147 and requests your additional written response. 
The Commission is also investigating a complaint alleging that your driver’s 
license was suspended in January 2021and April 2021 for lapsed insurance and for 
failure to answer a summons in the Village of Johnson City and requests your 
written response pertaining to that complaint. 

 
Enclosed is a copy of the Administrator’s Complaint, 2021/A-0178. For 

your reference, the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct, the Commission’s 
Operating Procedures and Rules, the Commission’s Policy Manual and other 
documents are available on the Commission’s website.1 

 
In your letter, please include answers to the questions below and number 

your responses to correspond to the questions.  Please note that, pursuant to 
Section 2.6(D)(3) of the Commission’s Policy Manual, if your written reply is 

 
1 http://www.cjc.ny.gov/Legal.Authorities/legal.authorities.htm 
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submitted by counsel, you must co-sign or submit a separate statement indicating 
that you have read and adopt it. 
 
Regarding the Complaint by the Office of the State Comptroller (File No. 
2021/A-0147) 
 

1. When were you hospitalized as indicated in your response to 
question 1 of the Commission’s June 23, 2021, letter? Specifically, please 
summarize the timeline of when you became seriously ill relative to when the 
December 2020 and March 2021 reports to the Office of the State Comptroller 
(OSC) were due and elaborate on why the reports were not filed timely. 

2. When did you become unable to hold court and what was the 
timeframe when you were on medical leave from your judicial position? If you 
have since resumed your judicial duties, please indicate when you did so and 
whether you have resumed your duties in full, explaining any changes to court 
operations as a result of your illness. 

3. Have you filed your December 2020 and March 2021 monthly 
reports to the Office of the State Comptroller (OSC)? If so, when did you file the 
reports and has OSC directed resumption of your salary? Please provide copies of 
the reports with your response to this letter. 

Per your request for additional time to answer questions 2 and 3 of the 
Commission’s June 23, 2021, letter, please respond to the following questions and 
provide the requested records with your response to this letter: 

4. Did you dispose of cases during December 2020 and March 2021? If 
so, please provide the Commission with a list of completed cases which you failed 
to report to the State Comptroller and a statement as to the amount of money 
collected for each case. 

 
5. During the above periods, did you receive fines or other funds that 

must be remitted to the State Comptroller? If so, please provide the Commission 
with a copy of your cashbook for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, 
and with copies of receipts, deposit slips, and bank statements indicating when the 
above funds were received, and when the funds were deposited into your court 
account. 
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Regarding the Administrator’s Complaint (File No. 2021/A-0178) 

6. Directing your attention to the Abstract of Driving Record 
(“abstract”) attached to the enclosed Administrator’s Complaint, do you now or 
have you ever held a commercial driver’s license and/or permit? If so, what 
licenses or permits did you hold and when? Please also describe the purpose for 
each such license, such as whether you are or were employed as a commercial 
driver and in what capacity. 

7. On or about January 1, 2021, was your driver’s license suspended 
for lapsed insurance as indicated by the abstract? If so, please answer the 
following questions: 

A. Why was your license suspended? 
 

B. When and how did you learn of this suspension? 
 

C. Have you taken any action to have this suspension lifted? If 
so, please describe in detail what you did and when and 
indicate whether the suspension remains in effect at the time 
of your response to this letter. 

 
8. On or about April 30, 2021, was your driver’s license suspended for 

failure to answer two summonses in the Village of Johnson City as indicated by 
the abstract? If so, please answer the following questions: 

A. Were you charged with violations of the Vehicle and Traffic 
Law in connection with this suspension? If so, what 
violations were you charged with and when? 

B. Did you fail to appear in court and/or respond to the charges? 
If so, when were you due to appear or respond and why did 
you not do so? 

C. When and how did you learn of this license suspension? 

D. Have you taken any action to have this suspension lifted? If 
so, please describe in detail what you did and when and 
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indicate whether this suspension remains in effect at the time 
of your response to this letter. 
 

E. What is the status of the charges? Please summarize the 
procedural history of the case, and if the charges are pending, 
indicate when the case is next returnable in court. If the 
charges have been disposed, please provide all details of how 
the matter was resolved, including the disposition of each 
charge and whether any fines have been paid or remain 
outstanding. 

9. Have you driven a motor vehicle while either of the above-
mentioned suspensions of your driver’s license were in effect? If so, please 
explain when and why. Please also indicate in what capacity you have driven, such 
as for personal reasons and/or in connection with any commercial driving as 
covered in your response to question 6. 

  
10. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 

100.2(A) of the Rules Governing Judicial Conduct (“Rules”), which requires that a 
judge respect and comply with the law and to act at all times in a manner that 
promotes public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary?  
Please explain your response. 

11. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.3(B)(1) of the Rules, which requires that a judge be faithful to the law and 
maintain a professional competence in it?  Please explain your response. 

12. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.3(C)(1) which requires a judge to diligently discharge his administrative 
responsibilities and to maintain professional competence in judicial 
administration?  Please explain your response. 

13. Do you consider that your conduct was consistent with Section 
100.4(A) of the Rules, which provides that a judge shall conduct all of the judge’s 
extra-judicial activities so that they do not case reasonable doubt to the judge’s 
capacity to act impartially as a judge, detract from the dignity of judicial office or 
interfere with the proper performance of judicial duties and are not incompatible 
with judicial office?  Please explain your response. 
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Please feel free to include any relevant information or material that you 
wish the Commission to consider in connection with this matter. 

 
Please respond in writing to this inquiry by September 10, 2021.  Thank 

you for your prompt attention to this matter. 
 

Very truly yours, 

 
Cathleen S. Cenci 
Deputy Administrator 

 
Enclosures 
 
 
VIA EMAIL TO: @NYCOURTS.GOV AND UPS 
 
  



ADMINISTRATOR'S  COMPLAINT 

_________________________________ 
New York, New York Robert H. Tembeckjian, Administrator 

Date Signed: Authorized on August 5, 2021 

In the Matter of: Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 
Chenango County 

Complaint # 2021/A-0178 

Statutory Authorization 

This complaint is filed at the direction of the State Commission on Judicial Conduct in 
compliance with Section 44, subdivision 2, of the Judiciary Law and is intended to serve as 
the basis for an investigation.  In accordance with Section 44, subdivision 3, in the event that 
the above-named judge is required to appear before the Commission or any of its members 
or staff, this complaint will be served at the time the judge is notified in writing of the 
required appearance. 

This complaint is not an accusatory instrument.  It provides a basis to commence an 
investigation.  Thus, a judge under investigation may be required to reply to other allegations 
in addition to those set forth below. 

Complaint 

Based upon records of the Department of Motor Vehicles and the attached driving 
abstract reviewed in the course of investigating another complaint against Judge Persons, 
it is alleged that the judge’s driver’s license was suspended in January and April 2021 for 
lapsed insurance and for failure to answer a summons in the Village of Johnson City. 

August 12, 2021   
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  PERSONS,JEREMY,L                                                    DOB:        SEX:  M                            
                                          HEIGHT:  6-0        EYE  COLOR:  BLUE                      
  MOUNT  UPTON        NY  13809                                COUNTY:  CHEN                                                          
                                                                                    MI  #:  P05666  03225  746525-75                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  NAME  ON  LICENSE/ID:    PERSONS                                                                                                        
                                            JEREMY,L                                                                                                      
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  LICENSE  CLASS:  *D*                                        STATUS:SUSPENDED      EXPIRATION:  10/11/2025  
        COMMERCIAL  STATUS:  SUSPENDED                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  PERMIT  CLASS:  M                                            STATUS:  SUSPENDED      EXPIRATION:  02/04/2006  
  APPLICATION  DATE:  02/04/2005                                                                                                        
  ENDORSEMENTS:      NONE                                                                                                                        
  RESTRICTIONS:      NONE                                                                                                                        
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  PERMIT  CLASS:  A                                            STATUS:  SUSPENDED      EXPIRATION:  10/04/2003  
  APPLICATION  DATE:  10/12/2001                                                                                                        
  ENDORSEMENTS:  PASSENGER                                                                                                                  
  RESTRICTIONS:  CDL  INTRASTATE  ONLY                                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  SUSP/REV  SUMMARY:  TOTAL      3  (SCOFFS      2  ON      1  DATES)  JUDGEMENT  $          0                  
                                                                                                                                                                  
  ********************                              ACTIVITY                              ********************    
  CDL  B            10/09/2009  ENDORSEMENTS:  NONE                                                                                
  RESTRICTIONS:  NONE                                                                                                                            
                                                                                                                                                                  
  CLASS  CHANGE:  09/14/1992              NEW:  *DJ*              OLD:  *DJ*                                                
  CLASS  CHANGE:  04/15/1996              NEW:  CDL  *B*        OLD:  *DJ*                                                
  CLASS  CHANGE:  10/12/2001              NEW:  CDL  *B*        OLD:  CDL  *B*                                          
  CLASS  CHANGE:  10/09/2009              NEW:  CDL  *B*        OLD:  CDL  *B*                                          
  CLASS  CHANGE:  06/03/2014              NEW:  *D*                OLD:  CDL  *B*                                          
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  MOUNT  UPTON        NY  13809                                COUNTY:  CHEN                                                          
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  ********************              SUSPENSIONS/REVOCATIONS                    ******************    
    SUSPENSION:  01/01/2021  INSURANCE  LAPSE              ORDER  #:  C2012190000                            
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  04/30/2021  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJM8                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  04/30/2021  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJZW                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  07/17/2019  FAILURE  TO  PAY  FINE      ORDER  #:  Z2C2680NFWB                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                              
        CLEAR  ON:  07/30/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  07/07/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C2680NFPG                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                              
        CLEAR  ON:  03/12/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  07/07/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C2680NFWB                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                              
        CLEAR  ON:  03/12/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  02/22/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJM8                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
        CLEAR  ON:  11/25/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
    SUSPENSION:  02/22/2018  FLD  ANSWER  SUMMONS        ORDER  #:  T2C317JZJZW                            
        LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  VILLAGE  OF  JOHNSON  CITY                                                          
        CLEAR  ON:  11/25/2019  SCOFFLAW  ANSWERED                                                                              
                                                                                                                                                                  
  ********************          CONVICTIONS/BAIL  FORFEITURES              ******************    
  CONVICTION:  OPERAT  W/O  A  LICENSE                                                                                                
    VIOLATION:  03/06/2018              CONVICTED  ON:  03/12/2019                                                      
  LOCATION:  BROOME  COUNTY,  TOWN  OF  UNION                                                                                    
  PENALTY:  FINE-  $127                                                                                                                          
  COMM  VEH:  NO                HAZMAT:  NO                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                  
                                                            ***  END  OF  RECORD  ***
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Download the UPS mobile app

From: UPS
To: Letitia Walsh
Subject: UPS Delivery Notification, Tracking Number 1ZV57A910190806564
Date: Friday, August 27, 2021 3:45:43 PM

Hello, your package has been delivered.
Delivery Date: Friday, 08/27/2021
Delivery Time: 3:41 PM
Left At: OFFICE
Signed by: MAILBOX

NYS COMM ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

Tracking Number: 1ZV57A910190806564

Ship To:
GUILFORD TOWN JUSTICE
223 MARBLE ROAD
GUILFORD, NY 13780
US

Number of Packages: 1

UPS Service: UPS Next Day Air®

Package Weight: 1.0 LBS

Reference Number: LW

© 2021 United Parcel Service of America, Inc. UPS, the UPS brandmark, and the color brown are
trademarks of United Parcel Service of America, Inc. All rights reserved.

All trademarks, trade names, or service marks that appear in connection with UPS's services are the
property of their respective owners.

Please do not reply directly to this email. UPS will not receive any reply message.

Review the UPS Privacy Notice 

For Questions, Visit Our Help and Support Center 

https://upsmychoicedeals.com/#Category/Tickets/All?v46=ct1_eml_UPSPromo__ct1_eml_qvn_eml_7del&v56=08272021
https://m.ups.com/content/us/en/appdownload.html
mailto:pkginfo@ups.com
mailto:walsh@cjc.ny.gov
https://www.ups.com/track?loc=en_US&Requester=DAN&tracknum=1ZV57A910190806564&AgreeToTermsAndConditions=yes&WT.z_eCTAid=ct1_eml_Tracking__ct1_eml_qvn_eml_7del&WT.z_edatesent=08272021
https://upsmychoicedeals.com/#Category/Tickets/All?v46=ct1_eml_UPSPromo__ct1_eml_qvn_eml_7del&v56=08272021
https://www.ups.com/us/en/help-center/legal-terms-conditions/privacy-notice.page?WT.svl=eFooter
https://www.ups.com/us/en/help-support-center.page?WT.svl=eFooter


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.



October 14, 2021 

 

Dear Letitia Walsh: 

 

The following is in response to your request for proof of delivery on your item with the tracking number:

9402 8092 0212 1566 9830 87. 

 

 
Thank you for selecting the United States Postal Service® for your mailing needs. If you require additional
assistance, please contact your local Post Office™ or a Postal representative at 1-800-222-1811. 
 
Sincerely, 
United States Postal Service®

 

475 L'Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, D.C. 20260-0004 

Item Details

Status: Delivered, Left with Individual
Status Date / Time: October 2, 2021, 1:39 pm
Location: GUILFORD, NY 13780
Postal Product: Priority Mail®

Extra Services: Certified Mail™

Return Receipt Electronic

Up to $100 insurance included
Recipient Name: Hon  Jeremy L  Persons

Shipment Details

Weight: 4.0oz

Recipient Signature

Signature of Recipient:

Address of Recipient:

Note: Scanned image may reflect a different destination address due to Intended Recipient's delivery instructions on file.
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https://tools.usps.com/go/TrackConfirmAction?qtc_tLabels1=9402809202121566986033 1/3

USPS Tracking FAQs ®

Track Another Package +

Tracking Number: 9402809202121566986033

Your item arrived at the MOUNT UPTON, NY 13809 post office at 8:38 am on October 9, 2021 and
is ready for pickup.

USPS Tracking Plus  Available 

Available for Pickup
October 9, 2021 at 8:38 am
MOUNT UPTON, NY 13809 
 

Get Updates  

October 9, 2021, 8:38 am 
Available for Pickup 
MOUNT UPTON, NY 13809  
Your item arrived at the MOUNT UPTON, NY 13809 post office at 8:38 am on October 9, 2021 and is ready
for pickup. 

Reminder to Schedule Redelivery of your item 

™

Text & Email Updates 

Return Receipt Electronic 

Tracking History 

Remove 

Feedback
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October 4, 2021, 1:56 pm 
Notice Left (No Authorized Recipient Available) 
MOUNT UPTON, NY 13809  

October 4, 2021, 8:14 am 
Out for Delivery 
MOUNT UPTON, NY 13809  

October 4, 2021, 8:03 am 
Arrived at Post Office 
MOUNT UPTON, NY 13809  

October 3, 2021 
In Transit to Next Facility 

October 1, 2021, 1:55 pm 
Departed USPS Regional Facility 
NORTHWEST ROCHESTER NY DISTRIBUTION CENTER  

October 1, 2021, 1:54 pm 
Arrived at USPS Regional Facility 
NORTHWEST ROCHESTER NY DISTRIBUTION CENTER  

October 1, 2021, 1:39 am 
Departed USPS Regional Origin Facility 
SPRINGFIELD MA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION CENTER  

October 1, 2021, 1:37 am 
Arrived at USPS Regional Origin Facility 
SPRINGFIELD MA NETWORK DISTRIBUTION CENTER  

September 30, 2021, 4:31 pm 
USPS in possession of item 
ALBANY, NY 12210  

September 30, 2021, 12:00 pm 
Shipping Label Created, USPS Awaiting Item 
ALBANY, NY 12223  

Feedback
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See Less 

USPS Tracking Plus™ 

Product Information 

Can’t find what you’re looking for?

Go to our FAQs section to find answers to your tracking questions.

FAQs

Feedback



October 15, 2021 

 

Dear Letitia Walsh: 

 

The following is in response to your request for proof of delivery on your item with the tracking number:

9402 8092 0212 1566 9860 33. 

 

 
Thank you for selecting the United States Postal Service® for your mailing needs. If you require additional
assistance, please contact your local Post Office™ or a Postal representative at 1-800-222-1811. 
 
Sincerely, 
United States Postal Service®

 

475 L'Enfant Plaza SW 
Washington, D.C. 20260-0004 

Item Details

Status: We regret to inform you that we were unable to locate any
delivery information in our records for your item.

Status Date / Time: N/A
Location: N/A
Postal Product: Priority Mail®

Extra Services: Certified Mail™

Return Receipt Electronic

Up to $100 insurance included
Recipient Name: Hon  Jeremy L  Persons

Shipment Details

Weight: 4.0oz
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Commission on Judicial Conduct Protocols for Virtual Video Appearances 
Pursuant to Section 44, Subdivision 3, of the Judiciary Law 
 
 Due to the exigent circumstances that exist due to the ongoing coronavirus 
pandemic, the Commission’s Administrator has implemented the following temporary 
procedures pursuant to Commission Policy 5.5(A)(1): 
 

1. Video Platform for Virtual Video Appearance pursuant to Section 44, 
subdivision 3, of the Judiciary Law 

A. The platform for the virtual video appearance will be Zoom, which 
facilitates live videoconferencing. 

B. Each participant will appear virtually by using a computer or other 
device with an internet connection and a camera. Each participant is 
required to be visible on camera at all times during the time of his or 
her participation. This includes Commission staff, the judge, the 
judge’s attorney, any paralegals or other assistants, and court 
reporters. If, at any point, a participant is not visible to all other 
participants, the proceeding will be paused until such time that the 
participant is again visible. 

C. Commission staff will be available in advance of the date of your 
scheduled appearance to set up a practice Zoom session and to 
resolve any technological issues. 

D. The Commission will have IT support staff available (and present) 
during the entirety of your appearance should any connectivity or 
other technological issues arise. 

2. Location of the Referee 

A. The Referee shall participate in the virtual video appearance from a 
private and secure location of his/her choosing. 

B. The Commission’s IT staff will assist the Referee to ensure that the 
computer he/she will be utilizing has the requisite high-speed 
internet connection, microphone, camera, and software to facilitate 
his/her participation via Zoom. 

3. Location of Judge and Judge’s Attorney(s) 
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A. The judge and the judge’s attorney(s) shall, at their option, 
participate in the virtual hearing from the same or from different 
private and secure locations of their choosing. 

B. Whether the judge and his/her attorney may participate from the 
same or different locations, they both must have access to one or 
more internet-equipped computers or other electronic devices with 
working microphones and cameras, as well as reliable high-speed 
internet. If the judge and his/her attorney participate from the same 
location, they may appear together on the same electronic device or 
from separate devices. If using the same device, the judge and 
his/her attorney must take special care to ensure that they both 
remain on camera for the entirety of the proceeding. The judge and 
his/her counsel must agree to install the Zoom program or 
application on their computer or electronic device and ensure that 
they will participate from a quiet location where no other persons are 
present (or in close enough proximity such that they can overhear the 
proceeding).  

C. The oath given to the judge in connection with this proceeding will 
be administered virtually by the Referee. 

4. Location of Commission Attorneys and Staff 

A. Commission attorneys and staff shall, at their option, participate in 
this virtual video proceeding from their Commission offices or other 
private and secure locations. 

B. Whether they participate from their offices or other private and 
secure locations, Commission attorneys and staff shall adhere to the 
same protocols and standards as set forth for the judge and the 
judge’s counsel in Section 3B herein. 

5. Confidentiality 

A. Commission proceedings are confidential pursuant to Judiciary Law 
§45. Accordingly, the judge and the judge’s counsel agree that they 
will not make any video or audio recordings of, take screen shots or 
photographs of, or make any kind of transmission to a third party or 
other electronic device of, any portion of this proceeding. The judge 
and the judge’s counsel will be asked under oath by the referee to 
affirm that they will not be making and will not make any kind of 
video, recording or transmission of any part of this proceeding.  
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6. Exhibits 

A. Exhibits entered by the Commission will be displayed during the 
proceeding by a Commission staff member using Zoom’s “share 
screen” function. Exhibits entered by the judge will be displayed 
during the proceeding by the judge or the judge’s attorney using 
Zoom’s “share screen” function. Within 7 days after the conclusion 
of the proceeding any exhibits entered by the judge must be sent to 
the Commission either by overnight mail or email so that they can be 
included in the transcript of the proceeding. Exhibits sent by 
overnight mail should be sent to The Corning Tower, Suite 2301, 
Empire State Plaza, Albany, New York 12223. Exhibits sent by 
email should be sent to @cjc.ny.gov. 
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STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Corning Tower, #2301, Albany, New York 12223

S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K
C O M M I S S I O N O N J U D I C I A L C O N D U C T
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X
I n t h e M a t t e r o f a n I n v e s t i g a t i o n :
P u r s u a n t t o S e c t i o n 4 4 , s u b d i v i s i o n 3 :
o f t h e J u d i c i a r y L a w i n R e l a t i o n t o :

:
J E R E M Y L . P E R S O N S :

:
a J u s t i c e o f t h e G u i l f o r d T o w n C o u r t :
C h e n a n g o C o u n t y . :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X

V i a Z o o m V i d e o C o n f e r e n c e
A l b a n y , N e w Y o r k

A p r i l 4 , 2 0 2 2

1 0 : 0 6 A M

B e f o r e :
L I N D A J . C L A R K , E S Q .
R e f e r e e

P r e s e n t :
S H R U T I J O S H I , E S Q .
S t a f f A t t o r n e y

H O N . J E R E M Y L . P E R S O N S
W i t n e s s

A l s o p r e s e n t :

R Y A N T . F I T Z P A T R I C K
S e n i o r I n v e s t i g a t o r

R I C H A R D K E A T I N G
P r i n c i p a l L A N A d m i n i s t r a t o r

EXHIBIT N
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(In the Matter of Hon. Jeremy L. Persons - Colloquy)

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Corning Tower, #2301, Albany, New York 12223

1

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e n o w

r e c o r d i n g .

T H E R E F E R E E : G o o d m o r n i n g ,

e v e r y o n e .

M y n a m e i s L i n d a C l a r k f r o m

B a r c l a y D a m o n . I h a v e b e e n d e s i g n a t e d b y

t h e C o m m i s s i o n a s r e f e r e e t o h e a r t h e

t e s t i m o n y o f J u d g e P e r s o n s .

T o d a y i s A p r i l 4 , 2 0 2 2 . I t i s

a b o u t 1 0 : 0 6 . W e w i l l g e t s t a r t e d . I h a v e

j u s t a f e w s t a t e m e n t s t o r e a d i n t o t h e

r e c o r d ; i f t h a t i s o k a y . A s y o u c a n a l l

s e e , t h i s p r o c e e d i n g i s t a k i n g p l a c e

v i r t u a l l y b y v i d e o o n t h e Z o o m p l a t f o r m .

A s w e g e t s t a r t e d , w i l l e v e r y o n e

p l e a s e g i v e y o u r a p p e a r a n c e s f o r t h e r e c o r d .

T H E W I T N E S S : J u d g e P e r s o n s .

M S . J O S H I : G o a h e a d , J u d g e .

T H E W I T N E S S : J u d g e P e r s o n s .

M S . J O S H I : S h r u t i J o s h i , s t a f f

a t t o r n e y a t t h e C o m m i s s i o n .

M R . F I T Z P A T R I C K : R y a n

F i t z p a t r i c k , s e n i o r i n v e s t i g a t o r f o r t h e

C o m m i s s i o n .

M R . K E A T I N G : R i c h a r d K e a t i n g , I T
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Corning Tower, #2301, Albany, New York 12223
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S u p p o r t f o r t h e C o m m i s s i o n .

T H E C O U R T R E P O R T E R : D e e

P l e v r i t i s , c o u r t r e p o r t e r .

T H E R E F E R E E : G r e a t . I s t h a t

e v e r y o n e ? I s a n y o n e a t t e n d i n g b y p h o n e ?

M R . K E A T I N G : N o .

T H E R E F E R E E : O k a y . F i n e .

T h e s e p r o c e e d i n g s a r e b e i n g

t r a n s c r i b e d b y a c o u r t r e p o r t e r . A l s o

p r e s e n t i s a C o m m i s s i o n s t a f f m e m b e r w h o i s

p r o v i d i n g I T s u p p o r t a n d w i l l b e r e c o r d i n g

t h e p r o c e e d i n g . T h e c o u r t r e p o r t e r w i l l g o

o n a n d o f f t h e r e c o r d a t m y d i r e c t i o n a s

w i l l t h e I T s u p p o r t m e m b e r , w h o w i l l b e

p r e s e n t d u r i n g t h e e n t i r e t y o f t h i s

p r o c e e d i n g s h o u l d a n y t e c h n o l o g i c a l i s s u e s

a r i s e .

T o f a c i l i t a t e a c l e a r a n d

a c c u r a t e r e c o r d , p l e a s e s p e a k s l o w l y ,

c l e a r l y a n d d i r e c t l y i n t o t h e c a m e r a , a n d

p l e a s e d o n o t m o v e a w a y f r o m t h e c o m p u t e r .

I t i s i m p o r t a n t t o a v o i d t a l k i n g o v e r o t h e r

s p e a k e r s , a n d p l e a s e b e f o r e a n s w e r i n g a

q u e s t i o n , p l e a s e w a i t j u s t a m o m e n t u n t i l

t h e q u e s t i o n i s c o m p l e t e d a n d a n s w e r e a c h
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q u e s t i o n w i t h w o r d s , r a t h e r t h a n a n o d o r

g e s t u r e . P l e a s e r e f r a i n f r o m c r e a t i n g

e x c e s s i v e b a c k g r o u n d n o i s e , s u c h a s

s h u f f l i n g p a p e r s a s t h e s e s o u n d s b e c o m e

a m p l i f i e d o n t h e r e c o r d i n g .

Y o u m a y n o t m a k e a v i d e o o r a u d i o

r e c o r d i n g o r t a k e s c r e e n s h o t s o r

p h o t o g r a p h s o f a n y p o r t i o n o f t h i s

p r o c e e d i n g , i n c l u d i n g a n y d o c u m e n t s o r o t h e r

m a t e r i a l s y o u a r e s h o w n .

I f y o u h a v e n ' t a l r e a d y d o n e s o , I

w i l l d o t h e s a m e , p l e a s e t u r n o f f y o u r c e l l

p h o n e a n d a n y o t h e r e l e c t r o n i c e q u i p m e n t .

D u r i n g y o u r t e s t i m o n y , y o u m u s t

b e a l o n e i n t h e r o o m f r o m w h i c h y o u a r e

p a r t i c i p a t i n g a n d y o u m a y n o t s p e a k o r

c o n s u l t w i t h a n y o t h e r p e r s o n b y t e l e p h o n e ,

e m a i l , e l e c t r o n i c m e s s a g e , s o c i a l m e d i a o r

i n p e r s o n .

T h e e l e c t r o n i c d e v i c e t h a t y o u

a r e u s i n g t o a c c e s s t h i s v i r t u a l v i d e o

p r o c e e d i n g m a y n o t b e u s e d t o c o m m u n i c a t e

w i t h a n y o t h e r p e r s o n o r t o c o n d u c t a n y

r e s e a r c h o f a n y k i n d .

D u r i n g t h i s p r o c e e d i n g , y o u a r e
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r e q u i r e d t o r e m a i n v i s i b l e o n t h e s c r e e n a t

a l l t i m e s a n d m a y n o t f o r a n y r e a s o n t u r n

o f f y o u r v i d e o f e e d . T h i s r e q u i r e m e n t a l s o

a p p l i e s t o C o m m i s s i o n s t a f f a n d t h e c o u r t

r e p o r t e r .

I f a t a n y p o i n t a p a r t i c i p a n t i n

t h i s p r o c e e d i n g i s n o t v i s i b l e t o o t h e r

p a r t i c i p a n t s , t h e p r o c e e d i n g s w i l l b e p a u s e d

u n t i l s u c h t i m e t h e p a r t i c i p a n t s a r e a g a i n

v i s i b l e .

D u r i n g t h e c o u r s e o f t h i s

p r o c e e d i n g , t h e J u d g e i s e n t i t l e d t o b e

r e p r e s e n t e d b y c o u n s e l .

B u t , J u d g e , i t i s m y

u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t y o u h a v e b e e n a d v i s e d o f

t h a t r i g h t , a n d y o u h a v e e l e c t e d t o a p p e a r

w i t h o u t c o u n s e l ; i s t h a t c o r r e c t ?

T H E W I T N E S S : Y e s , t h a t i s

c o r r e c t .

T H E R E F E R E E : D u r i n g t h i s

p r o c e e d i n g , I w i l l , o f c o u r s e , e n t e r t a i n a n y

r e q u e s t s f o r b r i e f r e c e s s e s . A n d d u r i n g t h e

c o u r s e o f t h e e x a m i n a t i o n b y C o m m i s s i o n ' s

a t t o r n e y , J u d g e , y o u m a y m a k e o b j e c t i o n s t o

t h e q u e s t i o n p o s e d . H o w e v e r , i n m a k i n g
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o b j e c t i o n s , J u d g e , y o u s h o u l d t a k e i n t o

a c c o u n t t h a t t h i s i s a n i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d

n o t a t r i a l a n d t h a t t h e r u l e s o f e v i d e n c e

d o n o t s t r i c t l y a p p l y .

T H E W I T N E S S : C o r r e c t .

T H E R E F E R E E : A t t h e c o n c l u s i o n

o f q u e s t i o n i n g b y t h e C o m m i s s i o n ' s a t t o r n e y ,

t h e J u d g e m a y m a k e a n y a d d i t i o n a l s t a t e m e n t s

t h a t y o u w i s h , J u d g e . T h i s i s s u b j e c t t o

f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n i n g b y t h e C o m m i s s i o n ' s

a t t o r n e y . E x h i b i t s e n t e r e d b y t h e

C o m m i s s i o n a n d , y o u , J u d g e , w i l l b e

d i s p l a y e d b y a C o m m i s s i o n s t a f f m e m b e r u s i n g

t h e Z o o m s h a r e s c r e e n f u n c t i o n .

J u d g e , y o u m a y m a k e i n i t i a l a n d

c l o s i n g o r a l s t a t e m e n t s t o d a y o r w i t h i n

s e v e n d a y s o f r e c e i p t o f t h e t r a n s c r i p t ,

J u d g e , y o u m a y s u b m i t a s t a t e m e n t i n

w r i t i n g . A n y o t h e r w r i t t e n m a t e r i a l m a y

a l s o b e s u b m i t t e d a t t h i s h e a r i n g o r w i t h i n

s e v e n d a y s o f r e c e i p t o f t h e t r a n s c r i p t .

N o w , b e f o r e w e b e g i n , d o y o u h a v e

a n y q u e s t i o n s a b o u t t h e i n s t r u c t i o n s I j u s t

g a v e y o u ?

T H E W I T N E S S : N o , b u t I d o - - I
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w o u l d l i k e t o k n o w i f I c o u l d r e q u e s t a

o n e - m o n t h a d j o u r n m e n t s o I c a n g e t t h e

p a p e r w o r k i n ? I h a v e b e e n d e a l i n g w i t h m y

w i f e , w h o h a s b e e n g r a v e l y i l l . t

t d g e h t t r

.

T H E R E F E R E E : C o u n s e l f o r t h e

C o m m i s s i o n , h o w w o u l d y o u l i k e t o h a n d l e

t h i s ? S h o u l d w e g o o n t h e r e c o r d f i r s t a n d

h a v e t h a t d i s c u s s i o n , o r d o y o u w a n t t o

h a n d l e t h a t r e q u e s t a s a n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e

i s s u e ? I g u e s s w e a r e o n t h e r e c o r d , r i g h t ,

s o .

T H E W I T N E S S : Y e a h , w e a r e o n t h e

r e c o r d .

M S . J O S H I : Y e s . T h a t ' s n o t - -

c a n I g e t f i v e m i n u t e s t o t a l k w i t h m y

s u p e r v i s o r a n d s e e h o w h e w o u l d l i k e t o

h a n d l e t h i s ?

T H E R E F E R E E : W e l l , I t h i n k m y

r e a l q u e s t i o n w a s s h o u l d w e g o a h e a d a n d

s w e a r i n t h e J u d g e a n d t h e n d e a l w i t h t h a t

r e q u e s t , o r w o u l d y o u l i k e t o p a u s e r i g h t

n o w ?

M S . J O S H I : C o u l d w e p a u s e r i g h t
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n o w ?

T H E R E F E R E E : S u r e . T h a t w o u l d

b e f i n e . I a m g o i n g t o g o o n m u t e f o r a

l i t t l e w h i l e u n t i l y o u c o m e b a c k .

M S . J O S H I : T h a n k y o u .

T H E W I T N E S S : T h a n k y o u .

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e g o i n g o f f

t h e r e c o r d w h i l e w e h a n d l e t h i s .

T H E W I T N E S S : A l l r i g h t . T h a n k

y o u .

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e o f f t h e

r e c o r d .

( A r e c e s s w a s t a k e n . )

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e b a c k o n t h e

r e c o r d .

T H E W I T N E S S : A l l r i g h t .

T H E R E F E R E E : S o g r e a t . I t i s

1 0 : 1 6 . W e h a v e g o n e b a c k o n t h e r e c o r d

a f t e r a b r i e f p a u s e t o d e a l w i t h t h e J u d g e ' s

r e q u e s t f o r a n a d j o u r n m e n t .

C o u n s e l , h o w w o u l d y o u l i k e t o

p r o c e e d ?

M S . J O S H I : J u d g e , t h e C o m m i s s i o n

w o u l d l i k e t o p r o c e e d w i t h t h e h e a r i n g

t o d a y . Y o u c a n a l w a y s p r o v i d e u s t h e



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

(Matter of Hon. Jeremy L. Persons - Hon. Jeremy L. Persons)

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Corning Tower, #2301, Albany, New York 12223

8

d o c u m e n t s a t a l a t e r t i m e . W e ' v e p r e v i o u s l y

s e n t l e t t e r s t h a t a l l o w e d y o u t i m e t o

r e q u e s t a n a d j o u r n m e n t , b u t a t t h i s p o i n t ,

t h e C o m m i s s i o n w o u l d l i k e t o p r o c e e d w i t h

t h e h e a r i n g t o d a y .

T H E W I T N E S S : A l l r i g h t .

M S . J O S H I : Y o u c a n c e r t a i n l y

p r o v i d e t h e d o c u m e n t s a t a l a t e r d a t e .

T H E R E F E R E E : J u d g e , i s t h e r e

a n y t h i n g y o u w o u l d l i k e t o s a y a t t h i s

p o i n t , o r m a y I s w e a r y o u i n ?

T H E W I T N E S S : N o , w e c a n g e t

s w o r n i n a n d g e t g o i n g .

T H E R E F E R E E : O k a y . G r e a t .

J u d g e , p l e a s e r a i s e y o u r r i g h t

h a n d ; i f y o u w i l l .

( T h e w i t n e s s c o m p l i e d . )

T H E R E F E R E E : D o y o u s w e a r o r

a f f i r m u n d e r t h e p e n a l t i e s o f p e r j u r y t h a t

t h e t e s t i m o n y y o u a r e a b o u t t o g i v e i s t h e

t r u t h , t h e w h o l e t r u t h , a n d n o t h i n g b u t t h e

t r u t h ?

T H E W I T N E S S : I d o .

T H E R E F E R E E : D o y o u s w e a r o r

a f f i r m u n d e r t h e p e n a l t i e s o f p e r j u r y t h a t
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d u r i n g t h i s v i r t u a l v i d e o p r o c e e d i n g t h a t

y o u w i l l b e a l o n e , n o p e r s o n i s i n a

p o s i t i o n t o o v e r h e a r t h e s e p r o c e e d i n g s , a n d

y o u w i l l n o t c o m m u n i c a t e , s p e a k o r c o n s u l t

w i t h a n y p e r s o n w h o i s n o t a p a r t i c i p a n t t o

t h i s p r o c e e d i n g ?

T H E W I T N E S S : C o r r e c t .

T H E R E F E R E E : D o y o u s w e a r o r

a f f i r m u n d e r t h e p e n a l t i e s o f p e r j u r y t h a t

y o u n o t a r e m a k i n g a n d w i l l n o t m a k e a n y

v i d e o , p h o t o g r a p h i c , a u d i o o r s c r e e n s h o t

r e c o r d i n g s o f a n y p o r t i o n o f t h i s

p r o c e e d i n g ?

T H E W I T N E S S : I s w e a r .

T H E R E F E R E E : C o u n s e l .

M S . J O S H I : T h a n k y o u .

D I R E C T E X A M I N A T I O N

B Y M S . J O S H I :

Q. T h a n k y o u , J u d g e , f o r a p p e a r i n g

t o d a y . J u d g e , w o u l d y o u l i k e t o m a k e a n

o p e n i n g s t a t e m e n t ?

A. N o , I j u s t w a n t t o g e t t h i s g o i n g

a n d g e t i t d o n e w i t h .

M S . J O S H I : O k a y .

I w o u l d f i r s t l i k e t o m a r k a s
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E x h i b i t 1 , s o R y a n , i f y o u c o u l d p l e a s e s h o w

o n s c r e e n E x h i b i t 1 , w h i c h i s a c o p y o f t h e

l e t t e r a d d r e s s e d t o J u d g e P e r s o n s f r o m

D e p u t y A d m i n i s t r a t o r C a t h l e e n C e n c i . I t w a s

d a t e d M a r c h 1 1 , 2 0 2 2 . I t r e q u e s t e d y o u r

a p p e a r a n c e h e r e t o d a y , J u d g e .

M R . F I T Z P A T R I C K : I a m g e t t i n g a

m e s s a g e t h a t i t s - - I h a v e s c r e e n s h a r i n g

d i s a b l e d .

M R . K E A T I N G : I t u r n e d i t o n .

T h a n k y o u .

Q. J u d g e , a r e y o u a b l e t o s e e t h e

e x h i b i t o n s c r e e n ?

A. Y e s , I h a v e i t r i g h t h e r e a s

w e l l .

Q. D i d y o u r e c e i v e t h i s l e t t e r ?

A. I d i d .

Q. W i t h a l l o f i t s e n c l o s u r e s ?

A. Y e s , I h a v e t h e w h o l e p a c k e t

r i g h t h e r e .

Q. Y o u a r e h e r e p u r s u a n t t o t h i s

l e t t e r ?

A. C o r r e c t .

Q. B e f o r e w e b e g i n , J u d g e , I w o u l d

j u s t a s k y o u s o m e b a c k g r o u n d q u e s t i o n s .
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C o u l d y o u p l e a s e s t a t e a n d s p e l l y o u r f u l l

f i r s t a n d l a s t n a m e .

A. Y e s , i t ' s J e r e m y P e r s o n s , s p e l l e d

J - E - R - E - M - Y , l a s t n a m e i s P - E - R - S - O - N - S .

Q. W h a t i s y o u r d a t e o f b i r t h ?

A. .

Q. Y o u r h o m e a d d r e s s .

A. , M o u n t U p t o n ,

N e w Y o r k 1 3 8 0 9 .

Q. A n d y o u r c o u r t a d d r e s s .

A. 2 0 3 M a r b l e R o a d , G u i l f o r d , N e w

Y o r k .

Q. J u d g e , w h a t i s y o u r h o m e p h o n e

n u m b e r ?

A. .

Q. Y o u r c e l l p h o n e n u m b e r .

A. .

Q. A n d a c o u r t p h o n e n u m b e r .

A. O f f t h e t o p o f m y h e a d , I d o n ' t

r e c a l l i t r i g h t a t t h e m o m e n t .

M S . J O S H I : O k a y . W e c a n g e t

t h a t f r o m y o u l a t e r .

Q. J u d g e , w h a t i s y o u r e m a i l

a d d r e s s , y o u r N Y C o u r t s e m a i l a d d r e s s ?

A. @ N Y C o u r t s . g o v .
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Q. D o y o u h a v e a p e r s o n a l e m a i l

a d d r e s s ?

A. Y e s , @ g m a i l .

M S . J O S H I : T h a n k y o u .

Q. J u d g e , c o u l d y o u g i v e u s - - t e l l

u s w h a t y o u r e d u c a t i o n a l b a c k g r o u n d i s ,

s t a r t i n g f r o m c o l l e g e ?

A. N o c o l l e g e , h i g h s c h o o l g r a d u a t e .

Q. D o y o u h a v e a n y e m p l o y m e n t

o u t s i d e o f y o u r j u d g e s h i p ?

A. N o , I a m f u l l y d i s a b l e d .

Q. W h e n a n d h o w d i d y o u b e c o m e a

t o w n j u s t i c e ?

A. I t w o u l d h a v e b e e n i n J a n u a r y o f

2 0 2 0 .

Q. W e r e y o u e l e c t e d ?

A. I w a s e l e c t e d , y e s .

Q. W h e n d o e s y o u r c u r r e n t t e r m

e x p i r e ?

A. D e c e m b e r 3 1 , 2 0 2 3 .

Q. W h a t i s y o u r j u d i c i a l s a l a r y ?

A. I g e t , l i k e , a l i t t l e o v e r s i x

h u n d r e d d o l l a r s a m o n t h .

M S . J O S H I : R y a n , c o u l d w e m a r k

a s E x h i b i t 2 , t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o r d e r
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2 9 8 - 2 0 2 1 .

Q. J u d g e , a r e y o u a b l e t o s e e t h e

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o r d e r ?

A. Y e s .

Q. D i d y o u r e c e i v e t h i s o r d e r ?

A. I d o n ' t r e c a l l t h i s o r d e r , n o .

Q. T h i s o r d e r i s d a t e d O c t o b e r 1 5 ,

2 0 2 1 . I t t e m p o r a r i l y r e a s s i g n e d a l l t h e

m a t t e r s t h a t w e r e p e n d i n g i n f r o n t o f y o u

a n d p r e v e n t e d a n y n e w m a t t e r s f r o m b e i n g

h e a r d b y y o u . T h i s i s n o t a n o r d e r t h a t y o u

h a d r e c e i v e d ?

A. I d o n ' t r e c a l l r e c e i v i n g i t , n o .

Q. I s i t t r u e t h a t m a t t e r s p e n d i n g

i n f r o n t o f y o u w e r e t e m p o r a r i l y r e a s s i g n e d ?

A. Y e s .

Q. A n d t h a t y o u a r e n o t h e a r i n g

a n y m o r e c a s e s a t t h i s t i m e ?

A. C o r r e c t , I a m n o t h e a r i n g a n y

c a s e s a t t h i s t i m e .

Q. C o u l d y o u e x p l a i n , J u d g e , u n d e r

w h a t c i r c u m s t a n c e s t h i s o r d e r w o u l d h a v e

b e e n i s s u e d ?

A. I b e l i e v e i t w a s i s s u e d d u e t o

t h e f a c t I w a s l a t e o n t u r n i n g i n m y
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f i n a n c i a l r e p o r t s .

Q. W e r e t h e r e a n y o t h e r i s s u e s ?

A. A s f a r a s I k n o w t h a t w a s t h e

o n l y i s s u e .

Q. A t t h i s t i m e , J u d g e , a r e y o u

p e r m i t t e d a c c e s s t o y o u r c h a m b e r s i n c o u r t ?

A. I p r o b a b l y c o u l d , b u t I h a v e n ' t

b e e n i n l a t e l y .

Q. W h y n o t ?

A. I j u s t h a v e n ' t . T h e r e ' s i s s u e s

w i t h t h e c o - j u d g e t h a t - - I d o n ' t t r u s t h e r .

Q. W h y d o y o u s a y t h a t ?

A. T h i n g s t h a t h a d h a p p e n e d w h e n I

w a s i n t h e h o s p i t a l l a s t y e a r w h e r e I a l m o s t

d i e d , a n d w h e n I c a m e b a c k t h i n g s j u s t

w e r e n ' t a d d i n g u p , a n d s h e k e p t t r y i n g t o

t h r o w m e u n d e r t h e b u s , a n d i t j u s t m a d e m e

n o t t r u s t h e r .

Q. J u d g e , p r i o r t o t h i s

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o r d e r c o m i n g i n t o e f f e c t ,

w h e n d i d y o u h o l d c o u r t ?

A. T h u r s d a y n i g h t s .

Q. D i d y o u - - w a s t h a t t h e o n l y d a y

i n t h e w e e k t h a t y o u h e l d c o u r t ?

A. T h a t I h e l d c o u r t , y e s ,
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T h u r s d a y s .

Q. D i d y o u h a v e a n y o t h e r o f f i c e

h o u r s w h e r e y o u w e r e i n c o u r t , b u t n o t

p r e s i d i n g ?

A. W h e n e v e r I w a s t h e r e , y e a h , I

c o u l d j u s t g o i n f r e e l y .

Q. H o w o f t e n w o u l d y o u d o t h a t ?

A. P r o b a b l y a f e w t i m e s a w e e k .

Q. D i d h a v e y o u a n y s p e c i f i c A D A

d a y s o r p u b l i c d e f e n d e r d a y s o r t r a f f i c

c o u r t d a y s ?

A. I h a d o n e A D A . T h a t w a s t h e

f o u r t h T h u r s d a y o f e v e r y m o n t h .

Q. W a s t h a t a l l ? W e r e t h e r e o t h e r

d a y s s p e c i f i e d f o r t r a f f i c c o u r t c a s e s ?

A. E v e r y T h u r s d a y I h a d c o u r t . J u s t

t h e A D A d a y w a s t h e f o u r t h T h u r s d a y .

Q. Y o u s a i d , J u d g e , y o u m e n t i o n e d

y o u r c o - j u d g e . W h o w a s t h a t ?

A. K a r e n O s b o r n .

Q. D o y o u h a v e a n y o t h e r c o u r t

s t a f f ?

A. J u s t t h e b a i l i f f .

Q. N o c o u r t c l e r k ?

A. N o p e . O u r t o w n b o a r d r e f u s e s t o
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h i r e o n e .

M S . J O S H I : R y a n , c o u l d w e g o

b a c k t o E x h i b i t 1 , a g a i n , p l e a s e ?

Q. J u d g e , y o u m e n t i o n e d t h a t y o u

r e c e i v e d t h i s r e q u e s t , t h i s l e t t e r

r e q u e s t i n g y o u r a p p e a r a n c e t o d a y . H o w d i d

y o u r e c e i v e i t ?

A. U P S .

M S . J O S H I : C o u l d w e - -

Q. J u d g e , a s p a r t o f t h e p a c k a g e

t h a t y o u r e c e i v e d t h e r e w e r e t h r e e l e t t e r s

t h a t t h e C o m m i s s i o n h a d p r e v i o u s l y m a i l e d t o

y o u a s p a r t o f t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . D i d y o u

r e c e i v e t h e C o m m i s s i o n ' s l e t t e r d a t e d J u n e

2 3 , 2 0 2 1 , w h i c h a s k e d y o u f o r i n f o r m a t i o n

p e r t a i n i n g t o t h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?

A. I f i t w e r e n ' t s e n t h e r e t h e n , n o ,

I d i d n o t , t o m y h o u s e . I t w a s s e n t t o t h e

G u i l f o r d T o w n C o u r t .

Q. S o y o u d i d n o t r e c e i v e i t ?

A. I d i d n o t .

Q. W a s i t a l s o s e n t t o y o u r e m a i l

a d d r e s s ?

A. N o t t h a t I a m a w a r e o f . I c a n

l o o k .
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Q. J u d g e , y o u r e s p o n d e d t o t h a t

i n q u i r y l e t t e r o n J u l y 2 1 , 2 0 2 1 . D o y o u

r e m e m b e r d o i n g t h a t ?

A. I r e m e m b e r r e s p o n d i n g t o i n i t i a l

q u e s t i o n s a s t o w h y I d i d n o t f i l e m y

f i n a n c i a l s o n t i m e , b u t I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r

r e s p o n d i n g t o a n y l e t t e r . K e e p i n m i n d , a t

t h a t t i m e , I w a s j u s t o u t o f t h e h o s p i t a l

a f t e r I h a d a l m o s t p a s s e d a w a y m y s e l f .

M S . J O S H I : J u d g e , w e w i l l g e t

i n t o t h a t .

Q. D i d y o u p a r t i a l l y r e s p o n d t o t h e

J u n e 2 3 r d l e t t e r f r o m t h e C o m m i s s i o n ?

A. I m a y h a v e . I d o n ' t r e c a l l .

M S . J O S H I : R y a n , c o u l d y o u m a r k

a s E x h i b i t 3 , J u d g e ' s r e s p o n s e d a t e d J u l y

2 3 , 2 0 2 1 , p l e a s e .

M R . F I T Z P A T R I C K : I s t h a t p a r t o f

E x h i b i t 1 s o m e w h e r e ?

M S . J O S H I : I d o n ' t b e l i e v e s o .

M R . F I T Z P A T R I C K : I w i l l n e e d

j u s t a f e w m i n u t e s .

M S . J O S H I : T h a n k y o u .

Q. J u d g e , d i d y o u r e c o g n i z e - -

A. Y e s , I d o r e c o g n i z e t h a t .
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Q. J u d g e , t h i s w a s a p a r t i a l

r e s p o n s e t o C o m m i s s i o n ' s l e t t e r d a t e d J u n e

2 3 r d . W h y d i d y o u f a i l t o p r o v i d e a

c o m p l e t e r e s p o n s e t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n ?

A. I h o n e s t l y c a n ' t a n s w e r t h a t . I

m e a n I w a s , l i k e I s a i d , I h a d j u s t g o t t e n

o u t o f t h e h o s p i t a l f r o m a l m o s t d y i n g a t t h e

t i m e , a n d I s t i l l w a s n ' t - - I d o n ' t k n o w h o w

t o s a y i t , b u t I w a s n ' t r i g h t .

Q. J u d g e , w h e n w e r e y o u i n t h e

h o s p i t a l ?

A. I w e n t i n t h e b e g i n n i n g o f J u n e .

Q. W h a t w e r e y o u h o s p i t a l i z e d f o r ?

A. P u l m o n a r y e m b o l i s m s .

Q. H o w l o n g d i d y o u h a v e t o b e i n

t h e h o s p i t a l ?

A. I w a s i n f o r a w e e k .

Q. S o w h e n y o u r e s p o n d e d t o t h e

C o m m i s s i o n o n J u l y 2 3 r d , y o u h a d b e e n

r e l e a s e d f r o m t h e h o s p i t a l ?

A. Y e s . I d i d n ' t s t a r t b a c k - - I

d i d n ' t s t a r t g o i n g b a c k t o t h e c o u r t h o u s e

u n t i l J u l y a f t e r g e t t i n g o u t o f t h e

h o s p i t a l , b e c a u s e I s t i l l s i c k , e v e n w h e n I

w e n t b a c k t o w o r k I w a s s t i l l s i c k . I h a d
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o x y g e n s i t t i n g o n m y b e n c h n e x t t o m e s o .

Q. W h y d i d n ' t y o u s e e k a d d i t i o n a l

t i m e f r o m t h e C o m m i s s i o n t o r e s p o n d t o t h e

l e t t e r ?

A. I r e a l l y d o n ' t k n o w .

M S . J O S H I : R y a n , c a n w e s h o w o n

t h e s c r e e n - - w e c a n t a k e t h i s o n e d o w n .

T h a n k y o u . E x h i b i t 1 , p a g e 2 8 f o r t h e

i n q u i r y l e t t e r d a t e d A u g u s t 2 6 t h .

Q. J u d g e , t h i s i s C o m m i s s i o n ' s

s e c o n d l e t t e r t o y o u d a t e d A u g u s t 2 6 t h ?

A. Y e s .

M S . J O S H I : S o r r y .

Q. J u d g e , i t i s a l s o o n t h e s c r e e n ;

i f y o u w o u l d l i k e t o s e e .

A. Y e s . W a s t h e r e a q u e s t i o n ?

Q. T h i s i s t h e f o l l o w - u p l e t t e r t h a t

t h e C o m m i s s i o n s e n t t o y o u o n A u g u s t 2 6 t h

w i t h a d d i t i o n a l q u e s t i o n s a n d a r e s p o n s e t o

y o u r e a r l i e r , t h e e a r l i e r J u n e 2 3 r d l e t t e r .

W h y d i d y o u f a i l t o r e s p o n d t o t h i s

f o l l o w - u p l e t t e r ?

A. T o b e c o m p l e t e l y h o n e s t , t h e

q u e s t i o n n u m b e r 1 r e a l l y u p s e t m e , w h e r e i t

w a n t e d m o r e d e t a i l s o f m y i l l n e s s .
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Q. J u d g e , a r e y o u r e f e r r i n g t o - - I

a m g o i n g t o p a u s e y o u t h e r e . A r e y o u

r e f e r r i n g t o q u e s t i o n n u m b e r 1 o n t h e A u g u s t

2 6 t h l e t t e r ?

A. C o r r e c t . B e i n g w h e n I w a s

h o s p i t a l i z e d w a n t i n g s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n s ,

s p e c i f i c s t u f f a b o u t m y i l l n e s s , i t j u s t

b o t h e r e d m e .

Q. D i d y o u u n d e r s t a n d , J u d g e , w h y w e

w e r e a s k i n g t h o s e q u e s t i o n ?

A. N o , I d i d n ' t u n d e r s t a n d w h y y o u

n e e d e d t o k n o w t h e s e r i o u s n e s s o f m y

i l l n e s s . I a l m o s t d i e d a n d I p u t t h a t i n

t h e f i r s t a n s w e r s .

Q. W h a t a b o u t t h e o t h e r q u e s t i o n s o n

t h i s l e t t e r t h a t d i d n ' t r e l a t e t o y o u r

m e d i c a l c o n d i t i o n s ?

A. T o b e h o n e s t , l i k e I s a i d , t h e

f i r s t o n e j u s t t h r e w m e o f f , a n d I h a n d l e d

i t w r o n g , y e s , I t o t a l l y a g r e e w i t h t h a t ,

b u t a t t h e t i m e I w a s d e a l i n g w i t h a l o t o f

w h a t h a d j u s t h a p p e n e d t o m e , a n d I s t i l l

a m . I t ' s h a r d t o d e a l w i t h r e a l i z i n g y o u

a r e n o t i n v i n c i b l e .

Q. J u d g e , d i d y o u u n d e r s t a n d a t t h a t
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t i m e t h a t y o u w e r e u n d e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n b y

t h e C o m m i s s i o n f o r f a i l i n g t o c o m p l e t e

m o n t h l y r e p o r t s a n d f o r o t h e r a l l e g a t i o n s

t h a t w e r e n o t i f i e d t o y o u ?

A. A t t h a t t i m e , a l l I k n e w o f w a s

t h e f i l i n g o f t h e r e p o r t s , a n d t h e n t h e y

t h r e w i n t h e w h o l e l i c e n s e t h i n g , w h i c h I

h a d n o i d e a a b o u t u n t i l I w e n t a n d l o o k e d

i n t o i t f u r t h e r a n d f o u n d o u t t h a t h a p p e n e d

w h e n I j u s t m o v e d u p t o w h e r e I c u r r e n t l y

l i v e n o w a n d f o r g o t t e n a l l a b o u t w h a t

h a p p e n e d d o w n t h e r e i n J o h n s o n C i t y , b u t a s

s o o n a s I f o u n d o u t a b o u t i t I w e n t a n d

c o n t a c t e d t h e i r c o u r t a n d d i d w h a t I h a d t o .

Q. J u d g e , y o u s u b s e q u e n t l y a l s o

f a i l e d t o r e s p o n d t o C o m m i s s i o n ' s t h i r d

l e t t e r t h a t w a s d a t e d S e p t e m b e r 3 0 t h t h a t

w a s s e e k i n g a d d i t i o n a l r e s p o n s e s f r o m y o u

a n d f o l l o w i n g u p s i n c e t h e C o m m i s s i o n h a d

n o t h e a r d a n y t h i n g . D i d y o u r e c e i v e t h a t

l e t t e r ?

A. T h i s l e t t e r I d i d n o t g e t .

Q. J u d g e , t h e l e t t e r t h a t i s d a t e d

S e p t e m b e r 3 0 , 2 0 2 1 w a s s e n t t o y o u r c o u r t

a d d r e s s i n G u i l f o r d a n d y o u r h o m e a d d r e s s i n
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M o u n t U p t o n b y c e r t i f i e d m a i l . T h e

c e r t i f i e d m a i l t h a t w a s s e n t t o t h e c o u r t

w a s r e c e i v e d o n O c t o b e r 2 o f 2 0 2 1 a t ,

a p p r o x i m a t e l y , 1 : 3 9 p . m . , a n d t h e c e r t i f i e d

m a i l t h a t w a s s e n t t o y o u r h o u s e a d d r e s s w a s

r e t u r n e d t o u s a s u n c l a i m e d o n O c t o b e r 3 0 t h .

M S . J O S H I : R y a n , c o u l d y o u

p l e a s e g o t o p a g e 5 2 o f E x h i b i t 1 .

Q. J u d g e , t h i s i s t h e c e r t i f i e d m a i l

p r o o f o f d e l i v e r y f o r d e l i v e r y a t y o u r c o u r t

a d d r e s s .

A. O k a y .

M S . J O S H I : I f w e c o u l d g o t o

p a g e 5 3 . T h i s i s t h e p r o o f o f d e l i v e r y o r

t h a t i t w a s r e t u r n e d t o s e n d e r f o r t h e

l e t t e r t h a t w a s s e n t b y c e r t i f i e d m a i l t o

y o u r h o m e a d d r e s s .

Q. J u d g e , d i d y o u r e c e i v e a n o t i c e

t h a t t h e r e w a s c e r t i f i e d m a i l f o r y o u a t t h e

h o u s e ?

A. N o , n o t a t a l l . I l i v e a b l o c k

a w a y f r o m t h e p o s t o f f i c e . I w o u l d h a v e

w a l k e d d o w n a n d g o t i t .

Q. S o y o u n e v e r r e c e i v e d t h e

S e p t e m b e r 3 0 t h l e t t e r ?
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A. I d i d n o t . I d i d n ' t h a v e a n y

a c c e s s t o m y c o u r t e m a i l f o r t h e l o n g e s t

t i m e .

Q. Y o u d i d n ' t h a v e a c c e s s ?

A. C o r r e c t .

Q. W h e n w a s t h a t ?

A. M o s t a l l o f l a s t - - t h e s e c o n d

h a l f o f l a s t y e a r .

Q. W h y d i d n ' t y o u h a v e a c c e s s ?

A. I w a s n o t a t m y c o u r t h o u s e a n d

f o r s o m e r e a s o n i t w a s n ' t l e t t i n g m e o n , o n

m y t a b l e t .

Q. J u d g e , o n O c t o b e r 1 5 , 2 0 2 1 , o u r

D e p u t y A d m i n i s t r a t o r , C a t h l e e n C e n c i c a l l e d

y o u r c e l l p h o n e a n d l e f t a m e s s a g e f o r y o u

a b o u t y o u r f a i l u r e t o r e s p o n d t o a n y o f t h e

C o m m i s s i o n ' s l e t t e r s . W h y d i d y o u n o t c a l l

b a c k o r r e s p o n d t o t h e l e t t e r s ?

A. C a n I l o o k o n m y p h o n e t o s e e i f

i t s t h e r e ?

Q. S u r e ?

A. O k a y . H o l d o n . W h e n w a s i t

d o n e ?

Q. O n o r a b o u t O c t o b e r 1 5 t h .

A. I d o n ' t d e l e t e a n y t h i n g s o i f
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i t ' s - - y o u s a i d O c t o b e r 1 5 t h ?

Q. J u d g e , I c a n g i v e y o u a c e l l

p h o n e n u m b e r a n d t e l l y o u t h a t i s t h e n u m b e r

t h a t w e c a l l e d . I t w a s ; i s

t h a t y o u r c e l l p h o n e ?

A. T h a t i s m y c e l l p h o n e . I t ' s a

p i e c e o f c r a p c e l l p h o n e , b u t i t ' s m y c e l l

p h o n e .

Q. T h a t w a s c e l l p h o n e t h a t t h e

m e s s a g e w a s l e f t o n . W h y d i d y o u n o t c a l l

h e r b a c k ? D i d y o u n o t g e t t h i s m e s s a g e ?

A. I d o n ' t h a v e a m e s s a g e . I g o

f r o m O c t o b e r 1 4 t h g e t t i n g a c a l l f r o m a

B i n g h a m t o n n u m b e r t o 1 1 - 7 f r o m m y e x - w i f e

o u t i n A r i z o n a .

Q. J u d g e , w h e n y o u r e c e i v e d t h e

l e t t e r t h a t r e q u e s t e d y o u r a p p e a r a n c e t o d a y ,

d i d y o u a l s o n o t e o n t h e l e t t e r w e w e r e

r e q u e s t i n g s o m e d o c u m e n t s f r o m y o u ?

A. Y e s , I d i d , a n d I w a n t e d t o g e t

t h e m t o y o u , b u t I w a s d e a l i n g w i t h a v e r y

s i c k w i f e , w h i c h I a l m o s t l o s t . W h e n I s a y

" l a s t w e e k e n d , " I d o n ' t m e a n , l i k e ,

y e s t e r d a y a n d t h e d a y b e f o r e . I t w a s t h e

w e e k e n d b e f o r e .
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Q. O k a y .

A. I h a v e b e e n d e a l i n g w i t h h e r

i l l n e s s f o r s o m e t i m e n o w .

Q. W h a t h a p p e n e d t o y o u r w i f e ?

A. I w i l l b e c o m p l e t e l y h o n e s t . I

h a v e n o i d e a .

I d o n ' t

k n o w . I t ' s h a r d .

T H E W I T N E S S : E x c u s e m e .

Q. H o w l o n g h a s s h e b e e n i l l ?

A. A f e w m o n t h s n o w .

Q. J u d g e , w h y d i d n ' t y o u t h i n k t o

a s k f o r a n e x t e n s i o n o r i n f o r m t h e

C o m m i s s i o n t h a t y o u w e r e n ' t a b l e t o r e s p o n d

t o u s ?

A. I w a s p r e o c c u p i e d w i t h m y w i f e .

M S . J O S H I : W e w i l l m o v e o n ,

J u d g e .

Q. J u d g e , a r e y o u a w a r e o f t h e t o w n

a n d v i l l a g e - -
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M S . J O S H I : J u d g e , d i d y o u n e e d a

m i n u t e ?

T H E W I T N E S S : Y e s , p l e a s e .

T H E R E F E R E E : C o u n s e l , s h o u l d w e

t a k e a f i v e - m i n u t e b r e a k ?

M S . J O S H I : W e c a n t a k e a

f i v e - m i n u t e b r e a k ?

T H E W I T N E S S : N o , w e c a n k e e p

g o i n g .

M S . J O S H I : W e w i l l g o a h e a d .

Q. J u d g e , a r e y o u a w a r e t h a t t o w n

a n d v i l l a g e j u s t i c e s a r e p e r s o n a l l y

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e m o n i e s t h a t t h e y r e c e i v e

i n t h e c o u r t ?

A. Y e s , I a m .

Q. D i d y o u r e c e i v e a n y t r a i n i n g f o r

r e c o r d k e e p i n g o r f i n a n c i a l a c c o u n t i n g ?

A. J u s t w h a t l i t t l e b i t w e w e r e

t a u g h t i n t r a i n i n g , w h i c h i s n ' t v e r y , v e r y

m u c h .

Q. D o y o u h a v e a n y s t a n d a r d

p r a c t i c e s a s i t r e l a t e s t o t h e f i n a n c i a l

a c c o u n t i n g i n t h e c o u r t h o u s e ?

A. M y t h i n g w a s i f I g o t t h e m o n e y I

h a d m y b a n k b a g . I w o u l d p u t t h e m o n e y i n
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t h e b a n k b a g a n d I w o u l d t a k e i t t o t h e

b a n k , a n d I w o u l d a d d i t a n d p u t e v e r y t h i n g

i n t o t h e s y s t e m l i k e I w a s s u p p o s e d t o .

Q. W h a t d o y o u m e a n b y " b a n k b a g ? "

A. I w i l l s h o w y o u . ( I n d i c a t i n g ) .

T h i s i s t h e m o n e y b a g .

Q. Y o u a r e d i s p l a y i n g a p o u c h b y t h e

n a m e o f N B T B a n k ?

A. C o r r e c t .

Q. W h o c o l l e c t e d t h e f i n e s f r o m

d e f e n d a n t s i n t h e c o u r t h o u s e ?

A. I d i d .

Q. W e r e r e c e i p t s i s s u e d t o

d e f e n d a n t s e a c h t i m e t h e m o n e y w a s

c o l l e c t e d ?

A. Y e s , u n l e s s i t w a s r e c e i v e d b y

m a i l a n d t h e y d i d n o t s e n d a s e l f - a d d r e s s e d

s t a m p e d e n v e l o p e . T h e y w o u l d n o t g e t a

r e c e i p t , b u t I w o u l d s t i l l p r i n t a r e c e i p t

f o r o u r r e c o r d s .

Q. Y o u i s s u e d t h e r e c e i p t s t o t h e

d e f e n d a n t s ?

A. C o r r e c t .

Q. W e r e t h e s e p r e p r i n t e d r e c e i p t

f o r m s ?
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A. N o , t h e y w e r e p r i n t e d o f f b y t h e

c o u r t p r o g r a m .

Q. D i d t h e c o u r t m a i n t a i n d u p l i c a t e s

o f e a c h o f t h e r e c e i p t s t h a t y o u g a v e t o t h e

d e f e n d a n t s ?

A. D i d t h e c o u r t d o w h a t n o w ?

Q. D i d t h e c o u r t m a i n t a i n d u p l i c a t e

c o p i e s o f t h e s e r e c e i p t s , f o r o n e s f o r t h e

d e f e n d a n t , o n e f o r t h e c o u r t f i l e ?

A. C o r r e c t , y e s .

Q. W h e r e d i d y o u k e e p t h e s e

d u p l i c a t e c o p i e s ?

A. I n a f i l e i n a c a b i n e t .

Q. D i d y o u h a v e a c a s h r e c e i p t b o o k ?

A. I d i d n o t . J u s t w h a t w a s

a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h t h e c o u r t p r o g r a m .

Q. T y p i c a l l y , J u d g e , h o w s o o n a f t e r

r e c e i v i n g - - a f t e r i s s u i n g a r e c e i p t w o u l d

t h e s e r e c e i p t s b e r e c o r d e d i n s o m e s o r t o f ,

y o u k n o w , l o g ? W o u l d y o u r e c o r d t h e m ?

A. J u s t u n d e r t h e c o u r t r o o m p r o g r a m .

Q. W h a t w a s t h a t p r o g r a m ?

A. T h e S E I c o u r t r o o m p r o g r a m .

Q. H o w d i d y o u d o c u m e n t r e c e i p t o f

b a i l m o n i e s ?
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A. S a m e w a y , b u t I n e v e r r e c e i v e d

a n y b a i l m o n i e s .

Q. C o u l d y o u d e s c r i b e w h e n y o u s a y

" s a m e w a y ? "

A. L i k e I s a i d , I n e v e r r e c e i v e d a n y

b a i l m o n e y , s o I n e v e r h a d t o d o i t , s o I

r e a l l y c a n ' t a n s w e r t h a t q u e s t i o n .

Q. Y o u d i d n o t h a v e a b a i l b o o k ?

A. I h a d o n e a c c o u n t . T h a t ' s w h e r e

m y f i n e s w o u l d g o a n d b a i l m o n e y w o u l d g o ,

b u t , l i k e I s a i d , I n e v e r h a d t o d o a n y t h i n g

w i t h t h e b a i l b e c a u s e I n e v e r g o t a n y b a i l

m o n i e s i n .

T H E W I T N E S S : E x c u s e m e . S o r r y .

Q. J u d g e , w h e n y o u f i r s t b e g a n

p r e s i d i n g i n 2 0 2 0 , d i d y o u o p e n a n e w b a n k

a c c o u n t o r d i d y o u i n h e r i t a b a n k a c c o u n t ?

A. O p e n e d m y o w n .

Q. W h i c h b a n k i s t h i s ?

A. N B T B a n k .

Q. W e r e f i n e m o n i e s d e p o s i t e d i n t h e

c o u r t ' s b a n k a c c o u n t ?

A. Y e s .

Q. D i d y o u d o t h a t d e p o s i t i n g ?

A. Y e s , I d i d a l l t h e d e p o s i t i n g .
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Q. D i d y o u e v e r f a i l t o d e p o s i t a n y

f i n e m o n i e s t h a t y o u r e c e i v e d ?

A. N e v e r .

Q. H o w s o o n a f t e r c o l l e c t i n g t h e

f i n e s d i d y o u m a k e s u c h d e p o s i t s i n t o t h e

c o u r t ' s b a n k a c c o u n t ?

A. I h a d u p t o 7 2 h o u r s , b u t

n o r m a l l y , u s u a l l y t h e n e x t d a y o r t h e d a y

a f t e r t h a t b e c a u s e I h a d c o u r t T h u r s d a y

n i g h t , s o I h a d F r i d a y a n d S a t u r d a y m o r n i n g

t o d o i t .

Q. H o w w o u l d y o u g e n e r a l l y k e e p

t r a c k o f a l l t h e m o n e y t h a t y o u r e c e i v e d a s

f i n e s c o l l e c t e d i n y o u r c o u r t ?

A. T h r o u g h t h e c o u r t r o o m p r o g r a m .

Q. J u d g e , w a s t h e r e e v e r a n i n s t a n c e

w h e r e y o u f a i l e d t o d e p o s i t w i t h i n t h e 7 2

h o u r s a s r e q u i r e d b y l a w ?

A. T h e r e m a y h a v e b e e n a c o u p l e o f

t i m e s . I t m a y h a v e b e e n , l i k e , o n t h e

M o n d a y , b u t i t w a s n ' t d o n e r e l i g i o u s l y . I t

m a y h a v e b e e n s o m e t h i n g w h e r e s o m e t h i n g c a m e

u p a n d I c o u l d n ' t g e t t o t h e b a n k o n t h a t

F r i d a y o r S a t u r d a y s o I h a d t o w a i t u n t i l

M o n d a y , b u t t h a t w a s a s l a t e a s i t h a d e v e r
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b e e n .

Q. C a n y o u i d e n t i f y a n y c a s e s o r a n y

p a y m e n t s t h a t y o u k n o w w e r e n o t d e p o s i t e d

t i m e l y ?

A. N o t o f f t h e t o p o f m y h e a d I

c o u l d n ' t , n o .

Q. W h a t w o u l d y o u d o w i t h t h e m o n e y

t h a t y o u d i d n o t d e p o s i t w i t h i n t h e 7 2

h o u r s ?

A. I t a l w a y s s t a y e d l o c k e d u p i n m y

s a f e h e r e a t t h e h o u s e u n t i l I g o t t o t h e

b a n k .

Q. W h e r e w a s t h e l o c a t i o n a g a i n ?

A. T h e s a f e ?

Q. Y e s .

A. I n m y h o u s e .

Q. W h o h a s a c c e s s t o t h e s a f e o t h e r

t h a n y o u ?

A. J u s t m e . I h a v e t h e o n l y k e y .

Q. J u d g e , d i d y o u e v e r u s e c o u r t

f u n d s f o r p e r s o n a l u s e ?

A. H e l l n o . S o r r y . N o , n e v e r .

Q. D i d y o u e v e r b o r r o w c o u r t f u n d s

a n d r e t u r n t h e m l a t e r ?

A. N e v e r , a b s o l u t e l y n o t .
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Q. J u d g e , d i d y o u k e e p t r a c k o f

d i s b u r s e m e n t s o f t h e s e c o u r t m o n i e s w h e n t h e

m o n e y w a s d i s b u r s e d ?

A. G o i n g t o t h e t o w n , y o u m e a n ?

Q. Y e s .

A. Y e s .

Q. H o w d i d y o u d o t h a t ?

A. M y m o n t h l y f i n a n c i a l s e v e r y

m o n t h . I h a v e a b o o k . I a c t u a l l y h a v e i t

h e r e w i t h m e r i g h t n o w t h a t I h a v e a f o r m

w h e r e I g o t h r o u g h a n d I m a k e s u r e t h a t I

d i d e v e r y t h i n g a n d I k e p t c o p i e s o f

e v e r y t h i n g .

Q. D i d y o u e v e r f a i l t o r e c o r d a

d i s b u r s e m e n t i n y o u r r e c o r d s ?

A. N o . I m a y h a v e b e e n l a t e o n

t h e m , b u t I n e v e r f a i l e d t o d o i t .

Q. W h e n y o u w e r e l a t e f o r

d i s b u r s e m e n t s , w h y w o u l d t h a t h a p p e n ?

A. M e b e i n g s i c k . T h a t ' s w h e n m y

l a t e s h a p p e n e d .

Q. A t t h e e n d o f t h e m o n t h , J u d g e ,

d i d y o u h a v e a s t a n d a r d p r a c t i c e t o d o a

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n o f t h e b a n k b a l a n c e s t o t h e

m o n e y t h a t w a s r e c e i v e d ?
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A. Y e s , I h a v e a f o r m t h a t I w e n t

b y .

Q. C a n y o u e x p l a i n ?

A. C a n y o u w a i t o n e s e c o n d ? I w i l l

s h o w y o u t h e f o r m .

Q. I f y o u c o u l d e x p l a i n i t , s i n c e w e

a r e o n v i r t u a l p l a t f o r m i t w o u l d b e - -

A. I t i s , b a s i c a l l y , a f o r m t h a t m y

e x c o - j u d g e h a d d o n e u p t h a t w e u s e d . I t ,

b a s i c a l l y , w a s a c h e c k l i s t . M a k e s u r e y o u

d o t h i s r e p o r t , t h i s r e p o r t , t h i s r e p o r t a n d

t h e n m a k e s u r e i t i s a l l s e n t i n , y o u r

b e g i n n i n g b a l a n c e , y o u r e n d i n g b a l a n c e , j u s t

s t u f f l i k e t h a t .

Q. A n y t h i n g , J u d g e , t h a t y o u w a n t e d

t o s h o w u s , i f y o u d o n ' t m i n d p r o v i d i n g a

r e c o r d - - a c o p y o f t h a t f o r u s w h e n y o u

p r o v i d e d o c u m e n t s ?

A. I c a n , y e s .

M S . J O S H I : T h a n k y o u .

Q. H o w o f t e n w o u l d y o u d o t h i s

r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ?

A. E v e r y m o n t h .

Q. A t t h e e n d o f t h e m o n t h ?

A. B e g i n n i n g . A s h a r d a s I t r i e d t o
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g e t o n l i n e a c c e s s w i t h m y b a n k , I w a s n e v e r

a b l e t o g e t i t , s o I w o u l d h a v e t o w a i t f o r

t h e m t o s e n d o u t m y m o n t h l y r e p o r t , w h i c h I

w o u l d n ' t g e t u n t i l , l i k e , t h e d a y b e f o r e t h e

r e p o r t s w e r e d u e .

Q. W h o w o u l d y o u n o t g e t i t f r o m ?

A. T h e b a n k .

Q. W h e n y o u w e r e r e c o n c i l i n g , J u d g e ,

w h a t r e c o r d s a r e y o u c o m p a r i n g ?

A. M o n i e s c o m i n g i n , i n t h e c a s e s .

Q. A n d y o u w o u l d c o m p a r e t h a t w i t h ?

A. I w o u l d c o m p a r e i t w i t h t h e

c o u r t r o o m p r o g r a m , m y l i s t o f d e p o s i t s t h a t

t h e c o u r t r o o m p r o g r a m k e p t f o r m e a n d w e n t

a l o n g w i t h t h e i r c a s e s .

Q. W e r e t h e r e e v e r i n s t a n c e s t h a t

t h e a m o u n t s d i d n o t m a t c h ?

A. N o t u s u a l l y n o , e x c e p t f o r a f t e r

I c a m e b a c k f r o m b e i n g i n t h e h o s p i t a l . M y

e x c o - j u d g e a n d I , w e h a d a n a g r e e m e n t t h a t

w h e n m o n i e s w o u l d c o m e v i a m a i l w e w o u l d

s e a r c h t h e p e r s o n ' s n a m e o n t h e o u t s i d e o f

t h e e n v e l o p e . I f i t w a s m y c a s e , h e w o u l d

s e t i t a s i d e . I f i t w a s h i s c a s e , h e w o u l d

o p e n i t . I w o u l d d o t h e s a m e t h i n g . I f i t
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w a s h i s c a s e , I w o u l d s e t i t a s i d e , b u t

t h e r e a r e t i m e s w h e n t h a t n a m e d i d n o t m a t c h

w i t h a c a s e t h a t w e h a d s o w e w o u l d o p e n i t .

I f i t w a s a m o n e y o r d e r , w e w o u l d

t h e n s e a r c h t h a t n a m e . T h a t w o u l d t h e n g e t

p u t o n t h e i r d e s k i n t h e i r c h a m b e r s s o i t ' s

s a f e u n t i l t h e y w e r e a b l e t o g e t i t , a n d

t h e n r e c o r d t h e m o n i e s , b u t w i t h t h e n e w

j u d g e t h a t w e h a v e n o w t h a t ' s n e v e r

h a p p e n e d . I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t s h e w a s d o i n g

w i t h t h e m o n i e s , b u t w h e n I c a m e b a c k f r o m

b e i n g s i c k t h i n g s j u s t w e r e n ' t a d d i n g u p .

Q. S o d i d y o u i n v e s t i g a t e a n d

r e s o l v e a n y o f t h e d i f f e r e n c e s t h a t y o u s a w

w h e n y o u c a m e b a c k ?

A. I t r i e d .

Q. W h a t d i d y o u d o ?

A. I j u s t t r i e d t o f i g u r e o u t w h e r e

t h i n g s w e r e g o i n g , b u t e v e r y t i m e w e h a d a

m e e t i n g - - w e l l , t h e f i r s t t i m e I e v e r f o u n d

o u t a b i g o n e , w e h a d a m e e t i n g w i t h t h e

t o w n b o a r d a n d m y c o - j u d g e r i g h t o f f t h e b a t

s a y s , I w a n t t o b r i n g s o m e t h i n g u p . T h e r e ' s

t h i s c a s e w i t h a c h e c k f o r s i x h u n d r e d

s o m e t h i n g d o l l a r s t h a t J e r e m y w a s s u p p o s e d
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t o t a k e c a r e o f a n d i t h a s n ' t b e e n d o n e . I

g o , " W h a t c a s e a r e y o u t a l k i n g a b o u t ? I

k n o w n o t h i n g a b o u t t h i s . " W e l l , t h e c h e c k

w a s n e v e r d e p o s i t e d , b l a h , b l a h , b l a h . I ' m ,

l i k e , " I k n o w n o t h i n g a b o u t t h i s . "

I t w a s j u s t t h i n g s l i k e t h a t

w h e r e s h e w o u l d w a i t t o a n o p p o r t u n e m o m e n t

w h e r e w e w e r e i n f r o n t o f s o m e o n e w h e r e s h e

w o u l d t h r o w m e u n d e r t h e b u s o n s o m e t h i n g I

k n e w n o t h i n g a b o u t .

Q. J u d g e , d o y o u k n o w w h a t c a s e t h i s

i s ?

A. O f f t h e t o p o f m y h e a d , n o , b u t I

c o u l d f i g u r e i t o u t o n c e I g o t t o m y

c a s e l o a d ; i f I a m e v e n a l l o w e d t o d o t h a t ,

a t t h i s p o i n t . I m e a n I d i d t a l k w i t h t h e

C o m m i s s i o n f o r t h e f i n a n c i a l p a r t . H e

u n d e r s t o o d w h e r e I w a s c o m i n g f r o m a n d w e

w e r e s t a r t i n g t o w o r k o n g e t t i n g t h a t

c l e a r e d u p , b u t I d o n ' t k n o w w h a t h a p p e n e d

t h e r e .

Q. I ' m s o r r y , J u d g e , w h o d i d y o u

s p e a k w i t h ?

A. I d o n ' t r e c a l l h i s n a m e . H e w a s

w i t h t h e f i n a n c i a l s i d e o f - - t h e y h a d a n
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a u d i t . T h e y d i d a n a u d i t .

Q. T h i s i s w i t h t h e t o w n ?

A. W i t h t h e S t a t e , a S t a t e a u d i t .

Q. J u d g e , a r e y o u a w a r e t h a t b y l a w

a s a t o w n o r v i l l a g e y o u a r e r e q u i r e d t o

r e p o r t t o t h e S t a t e C o m p t r o l l e r m o n t h l y a l l

t h e c o u r t a c t i v i t i e s t h a t h a p p e n e d i n t h e

p r o c e e d i n g m o n t h ?

A. Y e s .

Q. Y o u a r e a w a r e t h a t t h e d u e d a t e

f o r t h e s e r e p o r t s a r e b e t w e e n t h e f i r s t a n d

t e n t h o f t h e m o n t h f o r t h e p r o c e e d i n g m o n t h ?

A. C o r r e c t .

Q. C o u l d y o u d e s c r i b e y o u r

u n d e r s t a n d i n g o f w h a t y o u a r e r e q u i r e d t o

r e p o r t t o t h e O f f i c e o f t h e S t a t e

C o m p t r o l l e r ?

A. A l l o f o u r f i n a n c i a l s f o r t h e

p r e v i o u s m o n t h .

Q. D i d y o u f i l e m o n t h l y r e p o r t s t o

t h e s t a t e c o m p t r o l l e r b y t h e t e n t h o f e a c h

m o n t h r e p o r t i n g c o u r t a c t i v i t i e s f o r t h e

p r i o r m o n t h ?

A. I f I h a d t h e b a n k s t a t e m e n t s ,

y e s , I d i d , b u t l i k e I s a i d j u s t p r e v i o u s l y ,
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t h a t t h e r e a r e t i m e s w h e n I w o u l d n ' t g e t t h e

s t a t e m e n t s u n t i l t h e d a y b e f o r e t h e 1 0 t h , s o

o n t h e 9 t h , a n d t h e r e w e r e t i m e s w h e n I

w o u l d n ' t g e t i t u n t i l t h e m i d d l e o f t h e

m o n t h .

I h a d c o n v e r s a t i o n s w i t h t h e b a n k

a b o u t t h i s . I s a i d I n e e d t h e s e t h i n g s

s o o n e r . I t r i e d g e t t i n g o n l i n e a c c e s s a n d

t h e b a n k w o u l d s a y s o m e o n e a t t h e t o w n

n e e d e d t o s i g n a n a c c e s s f o r m . T h e t o w n

s u p e r v i s o r s a i d , n o , t h e b a n k h a s t o d o i t .

I w a s b e i n g l e d i n s i x d i f f e r e n t d i r e c t i o n s

o n o n e l e a s h .

Q. W i t h e a c h o f t h e s e m o n t h l y

r e p o r t s , J u d g e , d i d y o u a l s o s e n d t o t h e

S t a t e C o m p t r o l l e r t h e c h e c k s t h a t w e r e

r e q u i r e d t o r e m i t f i n e s , p e n a l t i e s t h a t w e r e

r e c e i v e d i n t h e c a s e s ?

A. Y e s , I d i d , a n d I h a v e c o p i e s o f

e v e r y c h e c k I w r o t e .

T H E W I T N E S S : C a n y o u h a n g o n o n e

s e c o n d ? I h a v e t o s e n d m y s i c k s o n b a c k t o

h i s r o o m .

M S . J O S H I : J u d g e C l a r k , i f w e

c o u l d t a k e a f i v e t o t e n - m i n u t e b r e a k r i g h t
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n o w ? T h a t w o u l d b e g o o d .

T H E R E F E R E E : S u r e . W e w i l l

r e c o n v e n e a t 1 1 : 1 0 .

M S . J O S H I : T h a t w o r k s . T h a n k

y o u .

T H E W I T N E S S : T h a n k y o u .

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e o f f t h e

r e c o r d .

( A r e c e s s w a s t a k e n . )

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e b a c k o n t h e

r e c o r d .

M S . J O S H I : I w i l l c o n t i n u e .

D I R E C T E X A M I N A T I O N

B Y M S . J O S H I :

M S . J O S H I : R y a n , c o u l d w e p l e a s e

s h o w t h e J u d g e E x h i b i t 1 , p a g e 2 8 , w h i c h h a s

t h e C o m m i s s i o n ' s s e c o n d l e t t e r d a t e d A u g u s t

2 6 , 2 0 2 1 .

Q. J u d g e , a r e y o u a b l e t o s e e t h i s

o n t h e s c r e e n ?

A. Y e s , I a m .

Q. J u d g e , t h i s i s t h e l e t t e r t h a t w e

p r e v i o u s l y t a l k e d a b o u t . T h e s e c o n d l e t t e r

f r o m t h e C o m m i s s i o n f o l l o w i n g u p o n y o u r

p a r t i a l r e s p o n s e d a t e d J u l y 2 3 r d , a n d a l s o
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s e e k i n g a d d i t i o n a l r e s p o n s e s f r o m y o u .

J u d g e , i s i t y o u r t e s t i m o n y t h a t t h e r e a s o n

y o u d i d n o t r e s p o n d t o t h i s l e t t e r b e c a u s e

t h e q u e s t i o n i t a s k e d a b o u t y o u r m e d i c a l

i n f o r m a t i o n ?

A. Y e s .

M S . J O S H I : R y a n , c o u l d y o u

s c r o l l t o t h e n e x t p a g e , p l e a s e .

Q. J u d g e , t h e C o m m i s s i o n - - y o u

u n d e r s t a n d t h e C o m m i s s i o n w a s a s k i n g t h e s e

q u e s t i o n s b e c a u s e y o u r a i s e d y o u r m e d i c a l

c o n d i t i o n a s a r e a s o n f o r f a i l i n g t o

r e s p o n d , f a i l i n g t o s u b m i t y o u r m o n t h l y

r e p o r t s f o r D e c e m b e r 2 0 2 0 a n d M a r c h 2 0 2 1 ?

A. R i g h t , b u t i n m y f i r s t r e s p o n s e I

w e n t i n t o q u i t e d e t a i l a b o u t w h a t h a d

h a p p e n e d t o m e .

M S . J O S H I : R y a n , c o u l d w e g o

b a c k a n d s h o w t h e J u d g e ' s r e s p o n s e o n t h e

s c r e e n , p l e a s e .

A. T h a t w a s o n l y p a r t o f w h a t I s e n t

i n .

Q. Y e s .

M S . J O S H I : R y a n , c o u l d w e s c r o l l

d o w n , p l e a s e .
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A. I f y o u g o b a c k u p , r i g h t t h e r e ,

a n s w e r t o q u e s t i o n n u m b e r 1 .

Q. Y e s , a n d , J u d g e , d o y o u s e e t h e

r e s p o n s e t h a t y o u w r o t e t o u s :

" I t h a s s i n c e b e e n f i x e d .

S t a r t i n g l a s t y e a r I s t a r t e d t o b e c o m e

i l l . I h a d m a n y t e s t s d o n e w i t h n o

l u c k f i n d i n g w h a t w a s w r o n g . "

D o y o u s e e t h a t ?

A. Y e a h , I s e e t h a t , t h e n l a t e

F e b r u a r y , e a r l y M a r c h I s t a r t e d g e t t i n g

r e a l l y i l l .

Q. S o t h e r e a s o n t h e C o m m i s s i o n w a s

a s k i n g y o u f o l l o w - u p q u e s t i o n s a b o u t y o u r

i l l n e s s w a s a s t h e y r e l a t e d t o y o u r f a i l u r e

t o s u b m i t y o u r m o n t h l y r e p o r t s . W h e n w e r e

y o u - - w h a t w a s y o u r h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n o r

i l l n e s s d u r i n g t i m e t h a t t h e s e m o n t h l y

r e p o r t s w e r e d u e ? C o u l d y o u e l a b o r a t e o n

t h a t ?

A. I t s t a r t e d o u t a s b e i n g d o u b l e

p n e u m o n i a .

Q. C o u l d y o u g i v e u s t h e t i m e l i n e o f

w h e n i t s t a r t e d ?

A. D e c e m b e r o f 2 0 2 0 . I s t a r t e d
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g e t t i n g s i c k w h e r e I c o u l d n ' t b r e a t h e , t h e n

i t p r o g r e s s i v e l y g o t w o r s e w h e r e t h e o n l y

t i m e I c o u l d b r e a t h e w a s s i t t i n g i n f r o n t o f

a n a i r c o n d i t i o n e r o r s i t t i n g i n o n e o f m y

v e h i c l e s w i t h t h e a i r c o n d i t i o n e r b l a s t i n g

i n t o m y f a c e .

M a n y n i g h t s I t h o u g h t I w a s d y i n g

b e c a u s e I c o u l d n ' t b r e a t h e , a n d t h e n w h e n i t

f i n a l l y g o t t o t h e p o i n t w h e r e I e n d e d u p

b e i n g t a k e n t o t h e h o s p i t a l i n a n a m b u l a n c e

a n d w a s t o l d o n t h e f i r s t d a y t h a t i f I

h a d n ' t s h o w e d u p I w o u l d h a v e h a d o n l y h o u r s

t o l i v e .

Q. W h e n w e r e y o u t a k e n t o t h e

h o s p i t a l ?

A. B e g i n n i n g o f J u n e .

Q. J u d g e , h o w d o e s t h a t r e l a t e t o

y o u r f a i l u r e t o s u b m i t r e p o r t s t h a t w e r e d u e

i n D e c e m b e r 2 0 2 0 a n d o f 2 0 2 1 i f y o u w e r e n o t

i n t h e h o s p i t a l u n t i l m u c h l a t e r i n J u n e ?

A. J u s t l i k e I w a s s a y i n g , t h e r e - -

I w a s h a v i n g a h a r d t i m e b r e a t h i n g . T h e r e

w a s m a n y n i g h t s I d i d n ' t h o l d c o u r t b e c a u s e

o f i t . I j u s t c o u l d n ' t - - I c o u l d n ' t e v e n

w a l k l e t a l o n e d o o t h e r t h i n g s w i t h o u t
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p r e t t y m u c h h i t t i n g t h e g r o u n d b e c a u s e I

c o u l d n ' t b r e a t h e .

Q. D i d y o u t a k e a n y m e d i c a l l e a v e a s

a r e s u l t o f t h i s c o n d i t i o n ?

A. N o t o f f i c i a l l y , n o .

Q. W h a t d o y o u m e a n b y " n o t

o f f i c i a l l y ? "

A. I d i d n ' t o f f i c i a l l y a s k f o r

m e d i c a l l e a v e .

Q. B u t y o u h a d t o b e - -

A. T h e y w e r e a w a r e o f w h a t w a s g o i n g

o n a n d t h e y w o r k e d w i t h m e . M y c o - j u d g e

t r i e d c o v e r i n g w h e n s h e c o u l d .

Q. W h a t d u r a t i o n w a s t h i s w h e n y o u r

c o - j u d g e w a s c o v e r i n g f o r y o u ?

A. D u r i n g t h e t i m e p e r i o d o f J a n u a r y

2 0 2 1 t o J u l y 2 0 2 1 , a n d t h e n i t s t a r t e d b a c k

u p p r o b a b l y a r o u n d A u g u s t o r S e p t e m b e r o f

2 0 2 1 .

Q. A u g u s t a n d S e p t e m b e r o f 2 0 2 1 s h e

h a d t o c o v e r f o r y o u a g a i n ?

A. Y e s , s h e h a d t o s t a r t t a k i n g b a c k

o v e r a n d s h e h a s s i n c e t h e n .

Q. W e r e y o u a p p e a r i n g i n c o u r t a t

a l l b e t w e e n J a n u a r y 2 0 2 1 a n d J u l y 2 0 2 1 ?
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A. S p o r a d i c a l l y . I c o u l d n ' t t e l l

y o u w h a t n i g h t s I d i d a n d d i d n ' t s h o w u p a t

t h i s p o i n t . I j u s t k n o w d u r i n g t h a t t i m e

f r a m e I w a s v e r y s i c k , a n d I d i d n ' t k n o w

w h a t w a s g o i n g o n u n t i l I g o t t o t h e

h o s p i t a l . I w a s s c a r e d t o t e l l y o u t h e

l e a s t .

Q. B u t y o u w e r e t a k e n t o t h e

h o s p i t a l i n J u n e ; i s t h a t c o r r e c t ?

A. C o r r e c t . I ' m a g u y . I r e f u s e d

t h e h e l p m o r e t h a n I s h o u l d h a v e . I s e e

t h a t n o w .

M S . J O S H I : W e c a n t a k e t h i s o f f

t h e s c r e e n . T h a n k y o u .

R y a n , c o u l d y o u s h o w E x h i b i t 1 ,

p a g e f i v e o n t h e s c r e e n . T h i s i s t h e s t o p

s a l a r y l e t t e r d a t e d M a y 2 0 , 2 0 2 1 f r o m t h e

J u s t i c e C o u r t F u n d t o t h e T o w n S u p e r v i s o r

G e o r g e S e n e c k .

Q. J u d g e , d i d y o u r e c e i v e t h i s s t o p

s a l a r y l e t t e r ?

A. A f t e r t h e f a c t , y e s .

Q. W h a t d o y o u m e a n b y " a f t e r t h e

f a c t ? " W h e n d i d y o u r e c e i v e i t ?

A. A f t e r m y s a l a r y w a s s t o p p e d .
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Q. D i d y o u r e c e i v e n o c o m m u n i c a t i o n

f r o m t h e J u s t i c e C o u r t F u n d t e l l i n g y o u t h a t

y o u w e r e d e l i n q u e n t o n y o u r m o n t h l y r e p o r t s ?

A. I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r .

Q. S o r r y , J u d g e , y o u c u t o f f .

A. L i k e I s a i d , t h e w h o l e f i r s t h a l f

o f - - t h e f i r s t h a l f o f l a s t y e a r w a s v e r y

m u c h o f a b l u r , b u t I d o n ' t r e m e m b e r m u c h o f

i t .

Q. J u d g e , d i d y o u f a i l t o f i l e t h e

m o n t h l y r e p o r t s w i t h t h e S t a t e C o m p t r o l l e r

f o r D e c e m b e r 2 0 2 0 a n d M a r c h 2 0 2 1 a s t h e y

i n d i c a t e i n t h e s t o p s a l a r y l e t t e r ?

M S . J O S H I : I t h i n k t h e J u d g e i s

f r o z e n o n t h e s c r e e n .

T H E R E F E R E E : I a m a l s o h e a r i n g a

l i t t l e b i t o f a t w a n g i n t h e a u d i o .

M R . K E A T I N G : L e t ' s j u s t g i v e h i m

a m i n u t e t o s e e i f h e c o m e s b a c k .

W e l o s t t h e f e e d .

W e a r e g o i n g t o g o o f f t h e r e c o r d

u n t i l w e a r e b a c k .

( A r e c e s s w a s t a k e n . )

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e b a c k o n t h e

r e c o r d .
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T H E W I T N E S S : A l l r i g h t .

M R . K E A T I N G : S h r u t i , y o u m i g h t

w a n t t o - - c a n y o u j u s t g i v e a l i t t l e h e a d s

u p o f w h a t i s h a p p e n i n g ?

M S . J O S H I : Y e s . S o w e h a v e

J u d g e P e r s o n s o n p h o n e , b y h i s - - t h r o u g h

h i s c e l l p h o n e o n t h e Z o o m p l a t f o r m . H e i s

n o t a v a i l a b l e v i r t u a l l y b e c a u s e h i s n e t w o r k

w e n t d o w n .

I s t h a t c o r r e c t , J u d g e ?

T H E W I T N E S S : T h a t i s c o r r e c t .

M S . J O S H I : J u d g e , d o w e h a v e a n y

i d e a i f i t w i l l c o m e b a c k u p a n d r u n n i n g a n y

t i m e s o o n ?

T H E W I T N E S S : I h a v e n o c l u e . I t

j u s t d r o p p e d o u t . I r e s e t m y m o d e m t w i c e

n o w a n d i t ' s n o t c o m i n g b a c k u p , s o i t ' s g o t

t o b e s o m e w h e r e o u t s i d e .

M S . J O S H I : Y o u s a i d t h i s w a s a

S p e c t r u m o u t a g e ?

T H E W I T N E S S : C o r r e c t , y e s .

M S . J O S H I : J u d g e , a t t h i s p o i n t ,

s i n c e w e d o n ' t k n o w i f y o u w i l l h a v e a n y

i n t e r n e t f u n c t i o n i n g a n y t i m e s o o n , w e

d e c i d e d t h a t w e c o u l d a d j o u r n t h e r e s t o f
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t h e t e s t i m o n y a n d c o n t i n u e o n a l a t e r d a t e ,

b u t w e w o u l d h a v e y o u c o m e i n t o o u r A l b a n y

o f f i c e a n d a p p e a r i n p e r s o n f o r t h e

t e s t i m o n y . Y o u w o u l d s t i l l b e d o i n g t h i s

v i r t u a l l y , b u t w i t h t h e f a c i l i t y o f t h e

C o m m i s s i o n s o w e d o n ' t h a v e t h i s i s s u e

a g a i n .

W e a r e l i k e l y g o i n g t o s c h e d u l e

i t f o r s o m e t i m e s o o n b a s e d o n e v e r y o n e ' s

a v a i l a b i l i t y . I g u e s s w e w i l l f o l l o w u p

w i t h y o u o n o t h e r d a t e s , p o s s i b l y , s o m e t i m e

t h i s w e e k o r w i t h i n t h e n e x t w e e k .

T H E W I T N E S S : O k a y .

M S . J O S H I : F o r y o u t o c o m e i n t o

t h e o f f i c e a n d d o i t t h r o u g h o u r s y s t e m

h e r e .

T H E W I T N E S S : A l l r i g h t .

M S . J O S H I : O k a y , J u d g e ?

T H E W I T N E S S : T h a t w o r k s f o r m e .

M S . J O S H I : C o u l d w e t a k e a t w o

m i n u t e s q u i c k b r e a k , p l e a s e ?

M R . K E A T I N G : I a m g o i n g t o g o

o f f t h e r e c o r d .

( A r e c e s s w a s t a k e n . )

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e b a c k o n t h e
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r e c o r d .

E i t h e r S h r u t i o r t h e R e f e r e e .

M S . J O S H I : J u d g e , w e a r e g o i n g

t o t a k e a 2 0 - m i n u t e b r e a k r i g h t n o w t o s e e

i f y o u r i n t e r n e t c o m e s b a c k u p , a n d t h e n i f

i t d o e s w e w i l l c o n t i n u e w i t h o u r h e a r i n g

t o d a y , a n d i f i t d o e s n o t , w e w o u l d t h e n

d e c i d e t h e n e x t d a t e f o r y o u t o c o m e i n t o

t h e o f f i c e , i n o u r A l b a n y o f f i c e t o d o t h i s

t h r o u g h o u r C o m m i s s i o n s e t u p .

W o u l d t h a t b e o k a y , J u d g e ? W e

w i l l s e e y o u , a g a i n , i n 2 0 m i n u t e s , o r h e a r

f r o m y o u i n 2 0 m i n u t e s ?

T H E W I T N E S S : Y e s , I w i l l g e t

w i t h y o u e i t h e r w a y .

M R . K E A T I N G : T h a n k y o u .

M S . J O S H I : T h a n k y o u .

T H E W I T N E S S : N o t a p r o b l e m .

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e o f f t h e

r e c o r d .

( A r e c e s s w a s t a k e n . )

M R . K E A T I N G : J u s t t o l e t y o u

k n o w t h e J u d g e ' s i n t e r n e t c o n n e c t i o n d i d n o t

c o m e b a c k u p . W e o n l y h a v e h i m v i a p h o n e

r i g h t n o w .
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W e a r e b a c k o n t h e r e c o r d .

T H E W I T N E S S : A l l r i g h t .

M S . J O S H I : J u d g e , w h a t w e a r e

g o i n g t o d o i s w e a r e g o i n g t o a d j o u r n

t o d a y ' s h e a r i n g , a n d w e w o u l d r e s c h e d u l e i t

t o t h i s F r i d a y , w h i c h i s A p r i l 8 t h , a n d w e

w o u l d d o i t a g a i n a t 1 0 o ' c l o c k i n t h e

m o r n i n g .

M s . C l a r k , w o u l d t h a t b e o k a y

w i t h y o u ?

T H E R E F E R E E : Y e s .

M S . J O S H I : J u d g e , t h i s w o u l d b e

i n p e r s o n i n t h e s e n s e t h a t y o u w o u l d b e

h e r e i n o u r A l b a n y o f f i c e i n o u r c o n f e r e n c e

r o o m . Y o u w i l l b e s e t u p w i t h a c o m p u t e r

w i t h v i d e o a n d a u d i o . R i c h w o u l d h e l p y o u

d o t h a t . W e w o u l d b e i n o u r o f f i c e s a n d w e

w o u l d b e b a c k o n t h e s c r e e n j u s t l i k e w e a r e

t o d a y .

T H E W I T N E S S : A l l r i g h t . N o w

t h a t i s t h e C o r n i n g T o w e r , S u i t e 2 3 0 1 ?

M S . J O S H I : Y e s , i t i s .

T H E W I T N E S S : A l l r i g h t . M a k e

s u r e I h a v e t h e a d d r e s s .

M S . J O S H I : J u d g e , a r e y o u a b l e
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t o a c c e s s y o u r e m a i l a d d r e s s , t h e

N Y C o u r t s . g o v e m a i l a d d r e s s ?

T H E W I T N E S S : I a m n o w t h a t I g o t

m y O u t l o o k f i x e d o n m y t a b l e t , y e s .

M S . J O S H I : O k a y . A n d y o u h a v e

t h e d a t e n o t e d ? I t ' s A p r i l 8 t h , t h i s F r i d a y

a t 1 0 a m .

T H E W I T N E S S : 4 - 8 - 2 2 a t 1 0 a m .

M S . J O S H I : I h a v e n o t h i n g

f u r t h e r .

T H E W I T N E S S : A l l r i g h t .

M R . K E A T I N G : T h a n k y o u , g u y s .

T H E R E F E R E E : T h a n k s e v e r y o n e .

J U D G E P E R S O N S : I w i l l s e e y o u o n

F r i d a y .

M S . J O S H I : T h a n k y o u .

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e o f f t h e

r e c o r d .

( T I M E N O T E D : 1 2 : 1 0 P M . )



1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Corning Tower, #2301, Albany, New York 12223

i

E X H I B I T S

C O M M I S S I O N ' S I D E N T

1 L e t t e r a d d r e s s e d t o J u d g e 1 1

P e r s o n s f r o m D e p u t y A d m i n i s t r a t o r

C a t h l e e n C e n c i d a t e d M a r c h 1 1 , 2 0 2 2

2 A d m i n i s t r a t i v e o r d e r 2 9 8 - 2 0 2 1 1 3

3 J u d g e P e r s o n s ' r e s p o n s e d a t e d 1 8

J u l y 2 3 , 2 0 2 1
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Public in and for the State of New 
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2022. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand this 4th day of 

April 2022. 

DEIRDRE PLEVRITIS 

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
Corninq Tower, #2301, Albany, New York 12223 
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  NEW YORK STATE 

COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
 

  CORNING TOWER, SUITE 2301 
EMPIRE STATE PLAZA 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12223 
 

518-453-4600      518-299-1757 
  TELEPHONE              FACSIMILE 
 www.cjc.ny.gov  

 

CONFIDENTIAL 
 

April 5, 2022 
 
Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice 

 
Mount Upton NY, 13809 
 

Re: File Nos. 2021/A-0147, 2021/A-0178, 2021/A-0265, 2021/A-0266  
 
 

Dear Judge Persons: 
 
 This is to confirm that due to a disruption in your internet connection 
on April 4, 2022, your appearance to give testimony has been adjourned and 
will resume on Friday, April 8, 2022, at 10AM, when you will appear in 
person at the Commission’s office in Albany at the Corning Tower, Suite 
2301, Empire State Plaza. Directions to the Commission’s Albany office 
and parking are enclosed. Please note the requirement that you present a 
photo ID to gain entry to the Corning Tower. 

 
 Your testimony will be given remotely from a computer at the 
Commission’s offices in the same manner as was begun on April 4.   
 
  
  

EXHIBIT O



NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
April 5, 2022 

Page 2 

 Thank you for your anticipated cooperation. 
 
      Very truly yours, 

       
 

      Cathleen S. Cenci 
                              Deputy Administrator 
 

Enclosure 
 
 
VIA USPS 
AND EMAIL TO: @NYCOURTS.GOV 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      



DIRECTIONS TO COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT, ALBANY OFFICE 
(Located on 23rd Floor, Corning Tower, Empire State Plaza) 
 
From the North: Take Interstate 1-87 (Northway) to Interstate 1-90 East (Exit# lE). 
Take Interstate 1-90 East to Interstate 787 South. Take Exit #3A for the Empire State 
Plaza. 
 
From the South: Take New York State Thruway (Interstate 87) to Exit 23-straight 
through Toll Booth to Interstate 787. Take Exit #3 for the Empire State Plaza. 
 
From the East: Take Interstate 90 West to exit #B 1 (1-90). Continue on 1-90 to 
Interstate 787 South. Follow I-787 South to Exit #3A for the Empire State Plaza. 
 
From the West: Take New York State Thruway (Interstate 90) to Exit 24 (Albany). 
Proceed east on Interstate 90 to Interstate 787 South. Take Exit #3A for the Empire State 
Plaza. 
 
PARKING 
 
See https://empirestateplaza.ny.gov/parking for available parking lots and fees.  Note 
card only payment (no cash). 
 
Attached are maps of the Empire State Plaza. 
 
Please note that you will need a photo 
ID for parking and to enter the Corning Tower building. 
 
Report to the guard's desk, located just before the entrance to Coming Tower on the 
Concourse Level, to obtain a visitor's pass. Take the second bank of elevators to the 23rd 
floor. Upon exiting the elevator, press the button located to the right of the glass doors. 

https://empirestateplaza.ny.gov/parking
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[rLY�Y\�uŷ\Y[MP_UY\OS uLPYQUi`Pi\OLUMsUMMPOZ
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STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT
Corning Tower, #2301, Albany, New York 12223

S T A T E O F N E W Y O R K
C O M M I S S I O N O N J U D I C I A L C O N D U C T
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X
I n t h e M a t t e r o f a n I n v e s t i g a t i o n :
P u r s u a n t t o S e c t i o n 4 4 , s u b d i v i s i o n 3 :
o f t h e J u d i c i a r y L a w i n R e l a t i o n t o :

:
J E R E M Y L . P E R S O N S :

:
a J u s t i c e o f t h e G u i l f o r d T o w n C o u r t :
C h e n a n g o C o u n t y . :
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - X

V i a Z o o m V i d e o C o n f e r e n c e
A l b a n y , N e w Y o r k

A p r i l 8 , 2 0 2 2

1 0 : 4 2 A M

B e f o r e :
L I N D A J . C L A R K , E S Q .
R e f e r e e

P r e s e n t :
S H R U T I J O S H I , E S Q .
S t a f f A t t o r n e y

A l s o p r e s e n t :

R Y A N T . F I T Z P A T R I C K
S e n i o r I n v e s t i g a t o r

R I C H A R D K E A T I N G
P r i n c i p a l L A N A d m i n i s t r a t o r

EXHIBIT P
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M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e n o w o n t h e

r e c o r d .

M S . J O S H I : T h a n k y o u .

I w o u l d j u s t n o t e t h a t w e s t a r t e d

J u d g e P e r s o n s ' t e s t i m o n y o n M o n d a y , A p r i l 4 ,

2 0 2 2 a t 1 0 a m . D u e t o a d i s r u p t i o n i n h i s

i n t e r n e t c o n n e c t i o n w e h a d t o r e s c h e d u l e ,

a n d w e a d j o u r n e d i t f o r t o d a y , A p r i l 8 t h ,

a l s o a t 1 0 a m . W e w e r e s c h e d u l e d t o s t a r t

a t 1 0 : 3 0 .

J u d g e P e r s o n s w a s i n f o r m e d o f

t h i s n e w d a t e a n d t i m e o n M o n d a y o n t h e

r e c o r d . H e c o n f i r m e d t h a t h e w o u l d a p p e a r

i n p e r s o n a t o u r o f f i c e i n A l b a n y . J u d g e

P e r s o n s i s n o t h e r e .

I w o u l d l i k e t o m a r k a s E x h i b i t

4 .

R y a n , i f y o u c o u l d p l e a s e s h o w o n

s c r e e n t h e l e t t e r c o n f i r m i n g t h e d a t e a n d

t i m e f o r J u d g e P e r s o n s ' a p p e a r a n c e t o d a y

a l o n g w i t h d i r e c t i o n s t o o u r o f f i c e i n

A l b a n y .

T h i s l e t t e r w a s s e n t t o J u d g e

P e r s o n s ' h o m e a d d r e s s b y r e g u l a r m a i l a n d

a l s o t o h i s e m a i l , w h i c h h e p r o v i d e d o n
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r e c o r d o n M o n d a y a s @ N Y C O U R T S . G O V .

T h e t i m e i s n o w 1 0 : 4 3 . W e h a v e n o t h e a r d

a n y t h i n g f r o m J u d g e P e r s o n s .

S e n i o r I n v e s t i g a t o r R y a n

F i t z p a t r i c k a t t e m p t e d a c a l l t o J u d g e

P e r s o n s a c o u p l e o f m i n u t e s a g o a n d h i s

p h o n e w e n t t o v o i c e m a i l . J u d g e P e r s o n s h a s

n o t m a d e a n y c o n t a c t w i t h t h e C o m m i s s i o n b y

p h o n e , e m a i l t o l e t u s k n o w i f h e i s r u n n i n g

b e h i n d o r u n a b l e t o a t t e n d t o d a y .

I h a v e n o t h i n g f u r t h e r . T h a t ' s

a l l .

T h a n k y o u .

T H E R E F E R E E : T h a n k y o u , C o u n s e l .

I t h i n k t h a t , e s p e c i a l l y ,

c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t J u d g e P e r s o n s u n d e r s t o o d

t h a t h e w a s s u p p o s e d t o b e h e r e a t 1 0 , e v e n

t h o u g h I w a s g o i n g t o b e a l i t t l e b i t

d e l a y e d , w e a r e n o w w e l l i n t o , I t h i n k a

p e r i o d w h e r e t h e r e h a s b e e n n o e x c u s e o r

n o t i f i c a t i o n t o t h e C o m m i s s i o n o f f e r e d f o r a

d e l a y .

W e h a v e b e e n w a i t i n g p a t i e n t l y .

Y o u h a v e a t t e m p t e d t o m a k e c e l l p h o n e

c o n t a c t . Y o u h a v e y o u r c o n f i r m a t i o n l e t t e r ,
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s o a t t h i s p o i n t , I t h i n k w e a r e i n a

p o s i t i o n w h e r e w e n e e d t o t r e a t t h i s

p r o c e e d i n g a s a n o s h o w o n J u d g e P e r s o n s '

p a r t .

W i t h t h a t , I a m c o m f o r t a b l e

c o n c l u d i n g t h e p r o c e e d i n g f o r t h e d a y .

A n y t h i n g e l s e f o r t h e r e c o r d ?

M S . J O S H I : N o , t h a n k y o u .

T H E R E F E R E E : A l l r i g h t . S o a t

y o u r c o n v e n i e n c e , C o u n s e l , c o n t a c t m e a n d

l e t m e k n o w i f y o u n e e d a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r

f r o m m y p e r s p e c t i v e .

M S . J O S H I : I w i l l . T h a n k y o u s o

m u c h .

T H E R E F E R E E : A l l r i g h t . T h a n k

y o u . B y e b y e n o w .

M R . K E A T I N G : W e a r e o f f t h e

r e c o r d .

( T I M E N O T E D : 1 0 : 4 5 A M )
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I N D E X T O E X H I B I T S

C O M M I S S I O N I D E N T

4 A p r i l 4 , 2 0 2 2 l e t t e r 5 1
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CERTIFICATION 

I, DEIRDRE PLEVRITIS, a Notary 

Public in and for the State of New 

York, do hereby certify: 

THAT the foregoing is a true and 

accurate transcript of my stenographic 

notes, in the matter held on April 8, 

2 0 2 2 . 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 

hereunto set my hand this 8th 

day of April 2022. 

DEIRDRE PLEVRITIS 

STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
Corninq Tower, #2301, Albanv, New York 12223 



COOO"S627 

Date Of Issue: 

12.11 2020 

CARRY CONCEALED 

STATE OF NEW YORK 
Chenango County 

LICENSE TO CARRY PISTOL 
IS HEREBY GRANTED 

JEREMY L PERSO 
 

MT UPTON, NY 13809 

Occupation: JUDGE 

Emoloyer: TOWN OF 'VILFORO 
Nationality: AMERICAN 

OateOfB,rth: 

Ht. 74 Wt 21~-- ':/-:!__ r,f, 2,_ £~-
-~.\" 3 E , ~ ~ : -. .•• ·- ..oqe 

EXHIBIT Q



THIS LICENSE IS ISSUED UNDER THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS: 

1. It is revocable at any time. 

2. If issued outside of New York City, not valid to carry a weapon in New York City 

unless approved by the Police Commissioner of that city . 

Restriction: NONE 



Permit Number: C00015627 • JEREMY L PERSONS 

GLOCK 

UBERTI 
43 

~875 OUTLAW 
9 MM 
45 COLT 

ZMY464 
UH5774 

SEMI-AUTO 
REVOLVER 



NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 
STATE OF NEW YORK 

New York State Commission on Judicial Conduct 

VS 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons, Guilford Town Justice 

··srATE OF NEW YORK, COUNTY OF OTSEGO~-$$.: 

Index Number: 
Date Filed: 7/14/2022 

Court/Return Date: 

AFFIDAVIT OF SERVICE 
Jim Wheeler , being sworn says: 

Deponent is not a party herein is over the age of 18 years and resides in the State of New York. 

On July 22. 2022, at 3:03 PM at   Mount untonhNY 13809, Deponent served the within Letter, Notice of Formal 
Wrfflen complaint, Formal Written compla nt, Verification, wit Ex 16its 

On: Hon. Jeremy L Persons, Guilford Town Justice , Individual therein named. 

181 #1 INDIVIDUAL 
By delivering a true copy of each to said recipient personally; Deponent knew the person so served to be the person described in as said 
recipient therein. 

□ #2ENTITY/CORPORATION/LLC/LLP 
By delivering to and leaving with said individual to be who specifically stated he/she was authorized to accept service on behalf of the 
Corporation/Government Agency/Entity. 

□ #3 SUITABLE AGE PERSON 
By delivering thereat a true copy of each to () a person of suitable age and discretion. Said premises is recipient's:[] actual place of 
business/ employment [] dwelling house (usual place of abode) within the state. 

□ #4 AFFIXING TO DOOR 
By affixing a true copy of each to the door of said premises which is subjects 
[ 1 actual place of business/ employment f ] dwelling house (usual place of abode) within the state. Deponent was unable with due 
difigence to find subject or person of suitable age and discretion thereat having attempted personal delivery on; 

Address confirmation: 

#SMAIUNG 
□ On , service was completed by mailing a true copy of above document(s) to , Mount Upton, NY 13809 in a 

1st Class postpaid properly addressed envelope marked "Personal and Confidential" in an official depository under the exclusive 
care and custody of the United States Post Office in the State of New York 

181 #6 DESCRIPTION 
Sex: Male Color of skin: White Color of hair: Bald Age: 46 yrs 
Height: 612" Weight: Over 200 Lbs. Glasses: No Other Features: 

□ #7 WITNESS FEES 
The authorized witness fee and / or traveling expenses were paid (tendered) to the recipient in the amount of $ 

181 #8 MILITARY SERVICE 
Deponent asked person spoken to whether the person to be served is currently active in the military service of the United States or of 
the State of New York and was informed that said person is not. 

□ #9OTHER 

-
Sworn to before m~ 2022 

l-. \.,) 
TINA WHEELER 

-
Notary Public, State of New York 
NO.01WH6125340 
APPOINTED IN OTSEGO COUNTY 

r, P ease Sign 

MY COMMISSION EXPIRES IN APRIL 18, 2025 Job #: 2202790 
Client's File No.: 2224598 

ALEXANDER PooLE & Co. lNc. 41 STATE STREET, Set/TE 406 ALBANY, NY 12207 

Exhibit 2 to Cenci Affirmation



ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN 
ADMINISTRATOR & COUNSEL 

CATHLEEN S. CENCI 
DEPUTY ADMINISTRATOR 

S. PETER PEDROTTY
KATHLEEN E. KLEIN

SENIOR ATTORNEYS 

SHRUTI JOSHI 
STAFF ATTORNEY 

NEW YORK STATE 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

 CORNING TOWER, SUITE 2301 
EMPIRE STATE PLAZA 

ALBANY, NEW YORK 12223 

518-453-4600      518-299-1757
TELEPHONE              FACSIMILE

www.cjc.ny.gov 

CONFIDENTIAL 

August 22, 2022 

VIA USPS AND EMAIL TO: @nycourts.gov 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
Guilford Town Justice  

Mount Upton, NY 13809  

USPS Tracking #: 9405 5092 0212 1087 0602 87 

Re: Matter of Jeremy L. Persons 

Dear Judge Persons: 

On July 22, 2022, you were personally served with a Formal Written 
Complaint dated July 13, 2022, containing seven charges against you.  The 
time for submission of your Verified Answer to the Formal Written 
Complaint, which was due on August 11, 2022, has passed.  Please be 
advised that, pursuant to Section 7000.6[b] of the Commission’s Operating 
Procedures and Rules, your failure to answer constitutes an admission by 
you of all the allegations contained in the Formal Written Complaint and 
subjects you to a motion for summary determination, which will establish 
each of the charged allegations of misconduct.  Please be advised that 
Commission Counsel intends to recommend your removal from judicial 
office, given the seriousness of the charges. 

Exhibit 3 to Cenci Affirmation



NEW YORK STATE COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

Hon. Jeremy L. Persons 
August 22, 2022 

Page 2 
 

 

As an alternative disposition of this matter, Commission Counsel 
would agree to a public Resignation Stipulation (enclosed), by which you 
would resign your judicial office and agree never to seek or hold judicial 
office in the future.  The Stipulation would dispose of this matter without 
further proceedings against you, and without any findings of misconduct 
against you by the Commission.  

 
If you so choose, please sign, date, and return the enclosed 

Resignation Stipulation, together with a copy of your letter of resignation, to 
the Commission at its Albany office address and/or by email to 

@cjc.ny.gov by September 6, 2022.  A fully executed copy will be sent to 
you thereafter.   

 
Thank you for your prompt attention to this matter. 

 
Very truly yours, 

 
Cathleen S. Cenci  
Deputy Administrator 

 
Enclosures 
 
cc:  Shruti Joshi, Esq.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 











STATE OF NEW YORK 
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT 

In the Matter of the Proceeding 
Pursuant to Section 44, subdivision 4, 
of the Judiciary Law in Relation to 

JEREMY L. PERSONS, 

a Justice of the Guilford Town Court, 
Chenango County. 

MEMORANDUM BY COUNSEL TO THE COMMISSION 
IN SUPPORT OF MOTION FOR SUMMARY DETERMINATION 

Of Counsel: 

Cathleen Cenci, Esq. 
Edward L indner, Esq. 
Denise Buckley, Esq. 
David P. Stromes, Esq. 
Shruti Joshi, Esq. 

ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN 
Administrator and Counsel 
Commission on Judicial Conduct 
61 Broadway, Suite 1200 
New York, New York 10006 
(646) 386-4800 
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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT 

This Memorandum is respectfully submitted by Counsel to the Commission 

on Judicial Conduct ("Commission") in support of Counsel's Motion for Summary 

Determination, pursuant to Sections 7000.6(b) and (c) of the Commission's 

Operating Procedures and Rules, that the Honorable Jeremy L. Persons 

("Respondent"), a Justice of the Guilford Town Court, Chenango County, has 

committed judicial misconduct as alleged in the Formal Written Complaint. This 

Memorandum does not address the issue of sanction to be imposed. In the event 

that the Commission grants this motion, Commission Counsel will submit a 

separate memorandum on the issue of sanction, pursuant to a schedule set by the 

Commission. 

PROCEDURAL HISTORY 

A. The Formal Written Complaint 

Pursuant to Judiciary Law §44(4), the Commission authorized a Formal 

Written Complaint ("Complaint"), dated July 13, 2022, containing seven charges, 

alleging that Respondent: (1) made inappropriate and sexually charged comments 

to attorneys appearing before him, and drove multiple vehicles bearing 

inappropriate graphics/bumper stickers; (2) failed to report or remit court funds to 

the Office of State Comptroller in a timely manner; (3) failed to answer two traffic 

tickets and renew his vehicle insurance, resulting in the suspension of his driver's 



license; (4) volunteered his judicial email address while speaking with a court clerk 

regarding traffic tickets issued to him; (5) failed to cooperate with the Office of 

Court Administration and Guilford Town officials and obstructed their efforts to 

audit the town court records; (6) failed to cooperate with the Commission' s 

investigation; and (7) openly carried a pistol inside his courthouse and on court 

premises, notwithstanding that his license only permitted him to carry a concealed 

handgun. 

Respondent was personally served with the Complaint on July 22, 2022. 

Affirmation of Cathleen S. Cenci ("Cenci Aff.") 14. 

B. Respondent's Answer 

Pursuant to Section 7000.6(b) of the Commission's Operating Procedures 

and Rules, Respondent's verified Answer was due within 20 days of service of the 

Complaint, i.e., on or about August 11 , 2022. Respondent has not served an 

Answer to the Complaint to date. Cenci Aff., 1 5. 

C. The Facts 

Pursuant to Section 7000.6(b) of the Commission's Rules, which provides 

that " [f]ailure to answer the formal written complaint shall be deemed an 

admission of its allegations," the following facts are deemed admitted. 
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As to Charge I: 

1. In or about October 2020, while on the bench at the conclusion of the 

proceedings before him, Respondent commented to Public Defender Zachary 

Wentworth, in sum and substance, that he looked forward to Assistant Public 

Defender Stephanie Hanrahan' s return from her vacation and said, "She's better 

looking than [you]." Complaint ~ 6; Affirmation of Zachary Wentworth 

("Wentworth Aff.") ~ 2. 

2. On or about August 26, 2021, while Ms. Hanrahan and Assistant 

District Attorney Christopher Curley were in a conference with Respondent in his 

chambers, Ms. Hanrahan told Respondent that she would be attending the Sheriffs 

office golf tournament the following day, to which Respondent said, "I'd like to 

watch you golf." When Ms. Hanrahan noted that Respondent did not want to 

watch her since she was not good at golf, Respondent replied, "That's not why I 

want to watch you." Complaint ~ 7; Affirmation of Stephanie Hanrahan 

("Hanrahan Aff.") ~~ 2, 3. 

3. On or about August 26, 2021, while in the courtroom with Mr. Curley 

and Ms. Hanrahan, Respondent began discussing his marital relationship and told 

the attorneys that he had a three-way relationship with his ex-wife and another 

woman, but the two women cut him out of the relationship. Referring to his ex-
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wife, Respondent then commented, "She likes the hole better than the pole." 

Complaint ,r 8; Hanrahan Aff. ,r 4. 

4. On or about October 6, 2021, Respondent displayed on an automobile 

he owned and/or operated a bumper sticker that read, "Boobies Make Me Smile." 

Complaint ,r 9 (B); Wentworth Aff. ,r 3. 

5. From in or about July 2021 to in or about October 2021, Respondent 

displayed on his automobile a graphic of "Judge Dredd," referring to a fictional 

character known in popular culture as "judge, jury and executioner." Complaint ,r 

9 (A); Wentworth Aff. ,r 4. 

6. Respondent usually parked his vehicle near the non-public entrance to 

the court, where it was visible to police officers and/or defendants in custody, 

entering or leaving the court. Complaint ,r 9 (C). 

As to Charge II 

7. On or about February 26, 2021 , the Office of State Comptroller ("the 

Comptroller") issued a written notice to Respondent that his December 2020 

monthly report had not been filed by the 10th day of the following month, as 

required and was not on file with the Comptroller. Complaint ,r 12. A copy of the 

notice is appended as Exhibit A to the Complaint. 

8. On or about April 13 , 2021 , the Comptroller issued a second written 

notice to Respondent that his December 2020 monthly report had not been filed by 
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the 10th day of the following month, as required, and was not on file with the 

Comptroller. Complaint ,I 13. A copy of the second notice is appended as Exhibit 

B to the Complaint. 

9. On or about June 1, 2021, the Comptroller sent an email to 

Respondent, again noting the delinquent December 2020 monthly report and 

notifying him of his failure to file his March 2021 monthly report in a timely 

manner. Complaint~ 14. A copy of the June 1, 2021, email is appended as 

Exhibit C to the Complaint. 

10. Respondent's failure to file his monthly reports for December 2020 

and March 2021 in a timely manner resulted in his judicial salary being stopped on 

or about May 20, 2021. Complaint ,1 15. A copy of the stop-salary notice is 

appended as Exhibit D to the Complaint. 

11. Respondent failed to file his monthly reports for December 2020 and 

March 2021 with the Comptroller until on or about July 8, 2021, and July 20, 2021, 

respectively. Complaint~ 16. 

As to Charge III 

12. On or about October 28, 2017, Respondent was charged with two 

traffic violations for driving a motor vehicle that was uninspected and was without 

adequate lights. The citations were returnable in the Johnson City Village Court 
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on November 15, 2017. Complaint ,r 19. A copy of the court file is appended as 

Exhibit E to the Complaint. 

13. Respondent fai led to answer the tickets. As a result, his driver's 

license was suspended on or about February 22, 201 8. The suspension was lifted 

on or about November 25, 2019, after Respondent pled not guilty and paid a fee to 

lift the suspension. Complaint ,r 20. 

14. Thereafter, Respondent failed to appear on the two tickets in the 

Johnson City Village Court. As a result, on or about April 30, 202 1, his license 

was suspended again. Complaint ,r 2 1. 

15. On or about January 1, 2021, Respondent received an unrelated 

license suspension for lapsed insurance on his motor vehicle. Complaint ,r 22. 

16. On or about September 9, 2021, after being notified by the 

Commission that it was investigating a complaint concerning his license 

suspensions, Respondent pied guilty to both traffic tickets in the Johnson City 

Village Court. On or about November 15, 2021, Respondent paid a total fine of 

$335 and a fee of $ 140 to lift the second suspension. Complaint ,r 23. 

17. Respondent's license remained suspended for lapsed insurance as of 

the date of the Complaint. A copy of Respondent 's driver's abstract is appended as 

Exhibit F to the Complaint. Complaint ,r 24. 
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As to Charge IV 

18. On or about October 28, 2017, Respondent was charged with two 

traffic violations for driving a motor vehicle that was uninspected and was without 

adequate lights. The citations were returnable in the Johnson City Village Court 

on November 15, 2017. Respondent failed to answer the tickets, and his driver's 

license was suspended on February 22, 2018, as a result. The suspension was 

lifted after Respondent pied not guilty and paid ·a fee to lift the suspension on or 

about November 25, 2019. However, Respondent again failed to appear on the 

two tickets, and his license was suspended again on or about April 30, 202 1. 

Complaint ,r 27. 

19. On or about September 9, 2021, Respondent telephoned the Johnson 

City Village Court and spoke to April Chapman,'a court clerk. During the call, 

Respondent gave Ms. Chapman his judicial email address, 

" @nycourts.gov," as a means by which the court could communicate with 

him and send him the credit card form for payment of the suspension lift fee. 

Complaint ,r 29. 

· 20. After seeing the "nycourts" email address, Ms. Chapman looked up 

Respondent and made a note in the court file regarding her phone call that included 

the comment, "hes [sic] a judge at Guilford, NY." Exhibit E to ~he Complaint, p.9. 

Compiaint ,r 29. 
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As to Charge V 

21. Supreme Court Justice Norman St. George serves as Deputy Chief 

Administrative Judge of the Unified Court System for the Courts Outside New 

York City. Supreme Court Justice Eugene D. Faughnan serves as Administrative 

Judge for the Sixth Judicial District, which is based in Binghamton and includes 

Chenango County. Cortland City Court Judge Elizabeth Bums serves as 

Supervising Judge for the Town and Village Courts in certain counties of the Sixth 

Judicial District, including Chenango County. Joshua S. Shapiro serves as Special 

Counsel to the Administrative Judge for the Town and Village Courts in the Sixth 

Judicial District. Guilford Town Justice Karen Osborn is Respondent's co-judge. 

George Seneck is the Guildford Town Supervisor. Complaint~ 32. 

22. In or about May 2021, after Respondent's salary had been stopped for 

his failure to file monthly reports with the Office of the State Comptroller in a 

timely manner for December 2020 and March 2021, Guilford Town Justice Karen 

Osborn and Guilford Town Supervisor George Seneck communicated with Office 

of Court Administration ("OCA") officials and expressed their concerns regarding 

Respondent' s handling of his judicial duties, including inter alia, the fo llowing: 

A. Respondent's fai lure to process and/or deposit fine payments or 

pleas in a timely manner according to law; 
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B. Respondent's failure to report or remit funds to the Comptroller 

in a timely manner according to law; 

C. Respondent's improper suspensions of drivers ' licenses; 

D. Respondent's failure to lift license suspensions after requisite 

suspension fees had been paid to lift such suspensions; and 

E. Respondent's failure to address complaints from litigants who 

experienced difficulty reaching him or his office on court

related business. Complaint ,r 33 . 

23. On or about August 4, 2021, Supervising Judge Burns and Special 

Counsel Shapiro met with Respondent, Judge Osborn, and Supervisor Seneck to 

address and resolve concerns regarding Respondent's judicial and administrative 

duties. Respondent agreed to take remedial steps necessary to address each of the 

concerns, including a missing deposit of court funds. Complaint ,r 34. 

24. On or about September 21 , 2021 , Respondent was asked to meet with 

Supervising Judge Burns and Mr. Shapiro at the Sixth Judicial District 

Administrative Office in Binghamton. Although Respondent had confirmed that 

he would attend this meeting, which was scheduled for 10:00 AM, he did not 

appear for the meeting, nor did he respond to several messages left on his cell 

phone and home phone by Mr. Shapiro that day. Complaint ,r 35. 
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25. On or about September 22, 2021, Respondent wrote an email to Mr. 

Shapiro asserting that he did not attend the meeting because his car broke down, 

that he had no cell phone service at the location where his car broke down, and that 

when he reached an area where he did have cell phone service, he did not have the 

phone number for the district office. Complaint~ 36. 

26. Despite his agreement on or about August 4, 2021, to take remedial 

steps regarding his judicial and administrative duties, Respondent failed to do so, 

notwithstanding assistance offered by Judge Burns and Mr. Shapiro. As a result, 

Mr. Shapiro, in consultation with Administrative Judge Faughnan, ordered an 

internal audit of the Guilford Town Court. Complaint~ 37. 

27. An initial audit meeting was held on October 7, 202 1, via video. At 

the meeting, Respondent was told which documents he needed to produce to the 

auditors. Although Respondent promised to scan and email the requested 

documents, he never did so. Complaint~ 38. 

28. On or about October 15, 2021, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge 

Norman St. George issued an administrative order, AO/298/2021, directing 

Respondent to relinquish his judicial duties. All pending matters before 

Respondent were to be assigned to another judge, and no additional matters were 

to be assigned to Respondent. Complaint~ 39. A copy of the order is appended as 

Exhibit G to the Complaint. 
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29. Notwithstanding Respondent's failure to cooperate with the audit of 

his court records between October 2021 and May 2022, the audit was completed 

and found five areas of concern, as follows: 

A. There was a shortage in Respondent's combined fine/fee and 

bail account; 

B. Receipts were not always deposited and disbursed in a timely 

manner; 

C. Receipt fonns were not properly controlled; 

D. Cash handling responsibilities were not separated; and 

E. Cash and checkbook records had been deleted from the 

cashbook. Complaint 1 40. 

A copy of the audit report is appended as Exhibit H to the Complaint. 

As to Charge VI 

30. By letter dated June 23, 2021, the Commission notified Respondent 

that it was investigating a complaint from the Comptroller alleging that he had 

failed to file reports or remit funds to the Comptroller in the time required by law 

for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, resulting in his judicial salary 

being stopped on or about May 20, 2020. The letter requested Respondent's 

written response to the allegations by July 2 1, 202 1. Complaint 1 44. A copy of 

the letter is appended as Exhibit I to the Complaint. 
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31. Respondent submitted an undated letter, received by the Commission 

on or about August 5, 2021, attributing the delay in filing his monthly reports for 

December 2020 and March 2021 to medical issues that led to his hospitalization. 

Respondent asked for additional time to respond to the remaining questions about 

his court activity and to provide related courts records, but he did not offer a 

timeframe for the additional response. Complaint ,r 45. A copy of Respondent's 

undated letter is appended as Exhibit J to the Complaint. 

32. By letter dated August 26, 202 1, the Commission sent Respondent a 

follow-up letter concerning the complaint by the Comptroller and an additional 

complaint alleging that Respondent's driver's license was suspended due to lapsed 

insurance, and that he had failed to answer two traffic tickets in the Village of 

Johnson City. Complaint ,r 46. A copy of the letter is appended as Exhibit K to 

the Complaint. 

33. Respondent failed to respond to the Commission's letter of August 26, 

2021. By letter dated September 30, 2021, the Commission sent Respondent a 

copy of its letter dated August 26, 2021, and requested his response by October 12, 

2021. The letter of September 30 informed Respondent that his " failure to respond 

may be found by the Commission to be a failure to cooperate with the 

investigation" (emphasis in original). Complaint ,r 47. A copy of the letter dated 

September 30, 2021, is appended as Exhibit L to the Complaint. 
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34. Respondent never submitted an additional response to the 

Commission's letter dated June 23, 2021, nor did he submit any response to the 

Commission letters dated August 26, 2021, and September 30, 2021. Complaint~ 

48. 

35. By letter dated March 11, 2022, the Commission notified Respondent 

to appear for testimony via video on April 4, 2022, concerning the four complaints 

and his failure to respond to the Commission's inquiries. The letter also asked 

Respondent to produce certain documents by March 24, 2021, and to confirm his 

appearance by March 28, 2021. Complaint~ 49. A copy of the letter is appended 

as Exhibit M to the Complaint. 

36. Respondent neither confirmed his appearance for testimony nor 

provided any documents to the Commission. Respondent first communicated with 

the Commission on April 4, 2022, approximately five minutes before his testimony 

was to begin, to ask for a video link in order to participate in the proceeding. 

During the phone call, Respondent offered no explanation for why he failed to 

produce the records or confirm his appearance in advance, as the Commission had 

directed. Complaint ~ 50. 

37. After being provided with the video link, Respondent appeared, and 

the proceeding to take his testimony commenced. After a short time, however, he 

abruptly disconnected from the proceeding. After a brief recess was called and 
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Commission staff attempted to determine what had occurred, Commission staff 

established a telephone connection with Respondent, who claimed that an internet 

outage in his area had occurred. The stenographer transcribing the video 

proceeding continued to transcribe the telephone conversation, during which 

Respondent agreed on the record that his testimony would resume on April 8, 

2022, at 10:00 AM, in person at the Commission's Albany office. Complaint ,r 51. 

A copy of the transcript of the April 4, 2022, proceeding is appended as Exhibit N 

to the Complaint. 

38. The Commission sent Respondent a letter dated April 5, 2022, 

confirming his appearance on April 8 and providing directions to the 

Commission' s Albany office. Complaint ,r 52. A copy of the letter is appended as 

Exhibit Oto the Complaint. 

39. Respondent fa iled to appear at the Commission's Albany office on 

April 8, 2022, and he failed to communicate with the Commission in any manner. 

Complaint ,r 53. A transcript was prepared on April 8, 2022, noting Respondent's 

failure to appear. A copy of the transcript is appended as Exhibit P to the 

Complaint. 

As to Charge VII 

40. On or about August 24, 2020, Respondent applied for a New York 

State Pistol Permit, and on or about December 11 , 2020, he was issued a permit to 
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carry a concealed pistol. Respondent thereafter obtained two handguns: a semi

automatic Glock and a Uberti revolver. Complaint ,r,r 56-57. A copy of the permit 

is appended as Exhibit Oto the Complaint. 

41. Notwithstanding that Respondent's permit requires the pistol to be 

concealed, his practice while in or just outside the courthouse was to carry a 

handgun on a hip-holster, which was easily visible anytime he was not wearing his 

judicial robe. Complaint ,r 58; Wentworth Aff. ,r 5. 

42. On one occasion between in or about July 2021 and in or about 

October 2021, Respondent p laced his handgun on the bench when ADA 

Wentworth was appearing before him during a session of the court. Complaint 

,r 59; Wentworth Aff. ,r 5. 

ARGUMENT 

POINT I 

RESPONDENT HAS ADMITTED THE 
FACTUAL ALLEGATIONS IN THE 
FORMAL WRITTEN COMPLAINT. 

Section 7000.6(b) of the Commission's Operating Rules and Procedures 

requires a judge who is served with a Complaint to serve a verified Answer within 

20 days of receipt of the Complaint that " [f]ailure to answer the formal written 

complaint shall be deemed and admission of its allegations." Section 7000.6(c) of 

the Operating Procedures and Rules states that " [e]ither party may move before the 
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commission for a summary determination ... if the pleadings ... show that there is 

no genuine issue as to any material fact and that the moving party is entitled to 

such decision as a matter of law." 

In Matter of Petrie, 54 NY2d 807 ( 198 1 ), the Court of Appeals held that, 

reading those two provisions together, the Commission may avai l itself of 

summary proceedings if a judge "failed to answer the complaint or raise any 

question of fact." Id. at 808. See also Matter of Backal, 87 NY2d 1, 7 (1995) 

(holding that a judge's fai lure to respond to a Complaint is deemed an admission of 

the allegations in the complaint). 

Here, Respondent entirely failed to respond to the Complaint, which serves 

as an admission of all the allegations and leaves no disputed issues of material fact 

that would warrant a hearing. Accordingly, this matter is appropriate for summary 

determination under Section 7000.6( c) of the Operating Procedures and Rules. 

Backal, 87 NY2d at 7; Petrie, 54 NY2d at 808. 

POINT II 

RESPONDENT'S MISCONDUCT IS ESTABLISHED AND SUMMARY 
DETERMINATION IS APPROPRIATE AS TO EACH OF THE SEVEN 

CHARGES IN THE COMPLAINT. 

A. Respondent Engaged In Judicial Misconduct By Making Inappropriate 
And Sexually Charged Comments To Attorneys Appearing Before Him 
And By Displaying Sexually And Otherwise Inappropriate Bumper 
Stickers On Cars He Drove To Court. 
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As the Court of Appeals and Commission have long held, a judge violates 

Sections 100.1 and 100.2(A) of the Rules upon by making sexually suggestive 

comments to court staff or attorneys and litigants who appear before the judge, or 

otherwise broadcasting such comments in a public venue. Matter of Miller, 35 

NY3d 484 (2020) Uudge, inter alia, made sexually inappropriate comments to 

chief clerk); Matter of Stilson, 2023 Annual Report _ (Commn on Jud Conduct, 

January 7, 2022)1 Uudge, inter alia, posted on Facebook comments sexually 

degrading to women, such as "Boobies Are proof that men can focus on two 

things at once!"); Matter of Doolittle, 1986 Ann Rep 87 (Commn on Jud Conduct 

June 13, 1985) Uudge made numerous improper comments to female attorneys, 

referring to their appearance and physical attributes); see also Matter of Abramson, 

2011 Ann Rep 62 (Commn on Jud Conduct, October 26,2010) Uudge made 

improper comments of a sexual nature about a litigant's T-shirt); Matter of Dye, 

1999 Ann Rep 93 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Februa1y 6, 1998) Uudge made 

numerous improper comments of a sexual nature to a court employee). 

In light of that precedent, Respondent undeniably committed misconduct by: 

1 Available at https://cjc.ny.gov/Determinations/S/Stilson.David.R.2022.0 I .07.DET.pdf 

17 



• Making gratuitous comments in his courtroom about a three-way 

sexual relationship, and stating that his ex-wife " likes the hole better 

than the pole"; 

• telling a female attorney in a suggestive tone that he would " like to 

watch [her] golf," and noting that was not because she was a good 

golfer; 

• Stating to a male attorney that he looked forward to his female 

colleague's return from her vacation, because she was "better 

looking" than the male attorney; and 

• displaying of a bumper sticker on his car, which was parked in the 

courthouse parking lot, that read, "Boobies Make Me Smile." 

These sexually charged, offensive comments and the degrading bumper 

sticker were antithetical to Respondent's status as a judge, ran contrary to his duty 

to maintain high standards of conduct necessary to preserve the integrity and 

independence of the judiciary (Rule 100.1), and created an appearance of 

impropriety damaging to public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the 

judiciary (Rule 100.2[A]). 

Re.spondent also displayed on his automobi le, parked where it could be 

viewed by those attending court, a graphic of "Judge Dredd," referring to the 

fictional character known in popular culture as "judge, jury, and executioner." The 
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notion that Respondent, even in passing or as a joke, would refer to himself or his 

judicial role in those terms compromises public confidence in the integrity and 

impartiality of the judiciary. 

B. Respondent's Failure To Report Or Remit Court Funds In A Timely 
Manner Constitutes Judicial Misconduct. 

Section 2021 of the Unifo1m Justice Cou1t Act and Section 27 of the Town 

Law provide that every town and vi llage justice must fi le a monthly report with the 

State Comptroller. Both the report and the remittance are due by the 10th day of 

the month following the report. Section 1803 of the Vehicle and Traffic Law 

similarly provides that all fines, penalties, and forfeitures collected be credited to 

the proper governmental unit and accounted for to the Comptroller. 

It is well-established that the fai lure to report and remit court monies to the 

appropriate authorities constitutes misconduct. Matter of Ridgeway, 2010 Ann 

Rep 205 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Dec 15, 2009); Matter of Carver, 2010 Ann 

Rep 119 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Sept 30, 2009); Matter of Minogue, 2009 Ann 

Rep 138 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Feb 21 , 2008). As the Commission found in 

Matter of Lockwood, 2007 Ann Rep 123 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Nov 7, 2006), 

the failure to remit funds to the Comptroller constitutes neglect of administrative 

duties even where the money is accounted for and on deposit in a judicial account, 

and even if the amounts at play are small. 

19 



Here, Respondent engaged in misconduct by failing to comply with the 

requirements of reporting and remitting funds. Respondent fai led to report or remit 

funds in a timely manner for the months of December 2020 and March 2021, as 

required by law, in that his reports for those months were not filed by January 10 

and April 10, 2021, respectively. Indeed, he did not file those reports until July 8, 

2021, and July 20, 2021, making them six and three months late. Respondent' s 

delinquency in this regard resulted in his judicial salary being stopped on or about 

May 20, 2021. 

C. Respondent Engaged In Judicial Misconduct By Repeatedly Failing To 
Answer Summons And To Pay Fines And Fees, By Failing To Insure 
His Vehicle As Reg uired By Law, And By Asserting The Prestige Of His 
Judicial Office In A Related Personal Matter. 

Respondent has demonstrated a pattern of indifference to the high standards 

of conduct required of judges both on and off the bench by asserting the prestige of 

his judicial office in connection w ith a traffic violation, fai ling to appear or to pay 

fines in connection with two traffic tickets, and disregarding the law by fa iling to 

maintain vehicle insurance, which resulted in the suspension of his driver's license. 

1. Respondent's Failure To Appear In Court And Pay Fines And Fees, And His 
Failure To Maintain Vehicle Insurance, Constitutes Judicial Misconduct. 

In Matter of Halstead, 2012 Ann Rep 94 (Commn On Jud Conduct, Jan 27, 

20 11 ), the judge inter alia failed to appear in court on a summons, failed to pay 

fines and surcharges imposed for two traffic v iolations, and fai led to maintain 
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vehicle liability insurance coverage. Id. at 104. " [Tho]se transgressions," the 

Commission held, "represent[ ed] a pattern of failing to respect and comply with 

the law that is unacceptable for a judicial officer. Such conduct diminishes public 

confidence in the judiciary as a whole and irreparably damages her authority as a 

judge." Id. The Commission has also determined that " it is unacceptable for an 

officer of the court to ignore court directives, and by ignoring the proceedings, she 

diminished her own authority to demand compliance with her directives as a 

judge." Matter of Post, 2011 Ann Rep 141, 146 (Commn On Jud Conduct, Oct 12, 

2010). 

Judged by that precedent, Respondent committed misconduct by failing to 

appear in court, pay his traffic fines, and maintain his vehicle insurance. As the 

undisputed court records of the Johnson City Village Court show, and as 

Respondent has now admitted by failing to file an Answer to the Complaint, 

Respondent failed to appear on two traffic violations for driving a motor vehicle 

that was uninspected and lacked adequate lights, with tickets returnable in the 

Johnson City Village Court on November 15, 2017. Although Respondent's 

driver's license was suspended on February 22, 2018, he failed to respond to the 

summons for nearly nine months, until November 25, 20 19, when Respondent pied 

not guilty and paid a fee to lift the suspension. Once again Respondent failed to 

appear on the two tickets in the Johnson City Village Court, resulting in his license 
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being suspended again on or around April 30, 2021. Then, continuing the pattern 

of disregard fo r the legal process, Respondent waited over six months to plead 

guilty to the traffic tickets and pay the fine to li ft the suspension. F inally, on or 

about January 1, 2021, Respondent also received an unrelated license suspension 

for lapsed insurance. 

Respondent's repeated neglect is exacerbated by the fact that the 

Commission notified him in September 202 1 that it was investigating a complaint 

concerning his license suspensions, as even then Respondent waited yet another 

two months before taking any action to remedy his suspension. 

2. Respondent Lent The Prestige Of Judicial Office To Advance His Own 
Private Interest By Using His Official Judicial Email Address In Connection 
With His Traffic Tickets. 

A j udge is prohibited from lending the prestige ofjudic ial offi ce to advance 

the j udge's own interests. Ru le I 00.2(C). See also Matter of Landicino. 201 6 Ann 

Rep at 139-1 4 1 (Commn On Jud Conduct, Dec 28, 20 15); Matter of /\lfaney, 201 l 

Ann Rep at 110 (Commn On Jud Conduct, Dec 20, 20 10). Where a judge 

references his j udicial status in connection with a personal matter, the Couri of 

Appeals and the Commission have interpreted such conduct as an implicit request 

fo r special treatment and a violati on of the Rules. See 1\lfatter of Edwards. 67 

NY2d 153, 155 (1986); !vlatter oflonschein. 50 NY2d 569, 572 ( 1980); Matter of 

Hurley, 2008 Ann Rep 141 , 143 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Mar 16, 2007); lvlatter 
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of Dumar. 2005 Ann Rep 151-152 (Commn on Jud Conduct, May 18, 2004); 

Matter of Barr. 1981 Ann Rep 139, 142 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Oct 3, 1980). 

Even a passing reference to a judge's office constitutes misconduct, as " (t]he 

absence of a specific request for favorable treatment or special consideration is 

irrelevant. ' ' 1\1atter of Edwards, 67 NY2d 153, 155 ( 1986). 

Here, Respondent asserted his judicial office in his traffic case. During a 

call with Johnson City Village Court Clerk April Chapman, Respondent 

volunteered his judicial email address, " @nycourts.gov," as a means for 

the court to communicate with him regarding his traffic violations and send him 

the credit card form for payment of the suspension lift fee. Hearing Respondent 

proffer a "nycourts" email address prompted Ms. Chapman to look up Respondent 

and note in the court file, " hes [sic] a judge at Guilford, NY." 

As the Court of Appeals has warned, a judge "must always be sensitive to 

the fact that members of the public . .. will regard his words and actions with 

heightened deference simply because he is a Judge" - a title that may have a 

"persuasive and perhaps even subtly coercive effect" in the judge's personal 

dealings, given the "power and prestige that the title implies[.]" Matter of 

Steinberg, 51 NY2d 7 4, 81 (1980). Respondent's conduct in casually advertising 

his judicial status violated that settled precedent. 
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D. Respondent's Failure To Cooperate With OCA And Town Of 
Guilford Officials Constitutes Misconduct. 

Respondent violated the Rules by fai ling to cooperate with OCA and 

Guilford Town officials and obstructed their efforts to obtain, examine, review 

and/or audit court records. Respondent exacerbated that misconduct by repeatedly 

ignoring requests for documents and offers of assistance by OCA and town 

officials, and by refusing to take remedial steps to address his administrative 

deficiencies. 

It is the responsibility of every judge to respect and comply with the law, be 

faithful to the law and to maintain professional competence in it, diligently 

discharge administrative responsibilities, and cooperate with court and town 

officials in the administration of court business. Rules 100.2(A), 100.3(B)( l), and 

100.3(C)(l). Every town or village justice is required to maintain complete and 

adequate court records, make records available for inspection, and present all court 

records and docket to the audit board for examination and review at least once a 

year and on the last audit day of such village or town. Uniform Justice Court Act 

§§ 2019, 2019-a. 

After Respondent's salary had been stopped for his failure to file monthly 

reports with the Comptroller for the months of December 2020 and March 2021 in 

a timely manner (see Point II.B, supra), and concerns were raised about 

Respondent' s handling of his judicial and administrative duties, Special Counsel 
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Shapiro ordered an interna l audit of the Guilford Town Court. On August 4, 2021, 

OCA and Guilford Town officials met with Respondent as part of the auditing 

process to address and resolve the concerns with Respondent's judicial and 

administrative duties. At the meeting, Respondent agreed to take remedial 

measures but did not fo llow through. Thereafter, he failed to appear at another 

meeting schedu led for September 21, 202 1, and on October 7, 2021, when he 

vi1tually appeared for a meeting scheduled to address these concerns, he made 

more false promises about responding to the auditor's requests. At no point did 

Respondent ever provide the auditors with any of the documents they requested. 

As a result of Respondent's serial disregard for and obstruction of the audit 

effort, Deputy Chief Administrative Judge Norman St. George issued an 

administrative order directing Respondent to relinquish his j udicial duties and 

assigning all pending matters to another judge. 

Notwithstanding Respondent's failure to cooperate w ith the audit, the audit 

was completed, and it found following five areas of concern: 

A . There was a shortage in Respondent' s combined fine/fee and bail 
account; 

B. Receipts were not always deposited and disbursed in a timely manner; 

C. Receipt forms were not properly controlled; 

D. Cash handling responsibilities were not separated; and 

E. Cash and checkbook records were deleted from the cashbook. 
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InMatterofStafford, 1983 Ann Rep 193, 195 (CommnonJudConduct, 

Nov 12, 1982), the Commission held that ajudge's "failure to fu lfill a variety of 

required administrative responsibilities and . . . repeated, continuing fai lure to 

respond to inquiries from several state agencies evince[ d] an indifference to ... the 

obligations of [the judge' s] judicial office." See also Matter of Pineda-Kirwan, 

2021 Ann Rep 282, 295 (Comrnn on Jud Conduct, Aug 12, 2020) Uudge failed to 

"cooperate with other judges and coU1t officials in the administration of court 

business" as Rule 100.3[C][l]). The same is true here, given Respondent's 

demonstrated egregious neglect for nearly every aspect of his administrative 

responsibilities. 

E. Respondent's Failure To Cooperate With The Commission's 
Investigation Constitutes Misconduct. 

Respondent committed misconduct when he: (1) fai led to respond to three 

Commission letters requesting his response to complaints concerning his failure to 

report and remit to the Comptroller, and his driver's license suspensions; (2) failed 

to produce court records and other related documents requested by the 

Commission; and (3) failed to appear for testimony concerning the complaints 

under investigation. 

Section 44(3) of the Judiciary Law, and Sections 7000.3(c) and (e) of the 

Commission's Operating Procedures and Rules, authorize the Commission to 

request a written response from a judge who is the subject of a complaint, and to 
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require a judge's testimony during the investigation. Matter of McAndrews, 2014 

Ann Rep 157, 162 (Commn on Jud Conduct, June 18, 2013); Matter of McCall, 

2004 Ann Rep 135, 137 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Mar 28, 2003). 

As the Court of Appeals held in Matter of O 'Connor, 32 NY3d 121 (20 18), 

" those who don the robe and assume the role of arbiter of what is fair and just must 

do so with an acute appreciation both of their judicial obligations and of the 

Commission's constitutional and statutory duties to investigate allegations of 

misconduct" in order for "the public trust in the judiciary is to be maintained." Id. 

at 129 (citing NY Const, art VI, § 22; Judiciary Law, article 2-A). " In short," the 

Court concluded, "willingness to cooperate with the Commission' s investigations 

and proceedings is not only required - it is essential." Id. 

The Commission has long held that a judge's fai lure to cooperate during an 

investigation of a lleged misconduct is, in itself, misconduct that violates Rules 

l 00.1 and 100.2(A) (requiring a judge to maintain high standards of conduct and to 

avoid impropriety and the appearance of impropriety). In particular, a judge's 

failure to respond to Commission inquiries "show[s] contumacious disregard for 

the responsibilities of j udicial office." Matter of Carney , 1997 Ann Rep 78, 79 

(Commn on Jud Conduct, Sept 19, 1996); see also Matter of Gregory, 2000 Ann 

Rep 109, 111 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Mar 23, 1999); Matter of Coble, 1999 Ann 

Rep 87, 88 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Feb 5, 1998); Matter of Tiffany, 1995 Ann 
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Rep 140, 142 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Jan 26, 1994). A judge's lack of 

cooperation w ith a duly authorized Commission investigation also "demonstrates a 

lack of respect for the process created by Constitution and statute under which the 

Commission is empowered to investigate the conduct of judges." McCall, 2004 

Ann Rep at 137; see also McAndrews, 2014 Ann Rep at 162; Matter of Lockwood, 

2007 Ann Rep 123, 125 (Commn on Jud Conduct, Nov 7, 2006). 

Matter of McAndrews is particularly instructive. There, the Commission 

investigated a judge for failing to timely file a required annual financial disclosure 

statement with the Ethics Commission for the Unified Court System, and during 

the course of the investigation, the judge fai led to respond to three letters sent by 

Commission Counsel and declined to respond to two written requests that he 

confirm his appearance for investigative testimony. The Commission determined 

that the judge's fa ilure to respond to those letters and written requests constituted 

misconduct in its own right, violating Rules 100. l and 100.2(A). Specifically, the 

Commission held, such fai lure to respond showed "a lack of respect for the 

process, created by Constitution and statute" and " demonstrate[ ed] an unacceptable 

disregard for the administrative and ethical responsibi lities of his judicial office." 

McAndrews, 2014 Ann Rep at 162-63. 

Here, as in McAndrews, Respondent failed to respond to three letters that 

were sent to him by the Commission and fa iled to appear for his investigative 
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testimony. To make matters worse, Respondent also failed to produce documents 

requested by the Commission during its investigation. The totality of that conduct 

violated the Rules. 

F. Respondent Committed Misconduct By Visibly Carrying A Handgun 
Inside And Outside Court Premises In Violation Of His Firearm 
Permit, Which Authorized Only Concealed Carry. 

Every judge must maintain high standards of conduct to preserve the 

integrity and independence of the judiciary, respect and comply with the law and 

act in a manner promoting public confidence in judicial integrity, be faithful to the 

law and maintain professional competence in it, maintain order and decorum in 

proceedings before him, be patient, dignified and courteous with whom he deals in 

an official capacity, and minimize risk of conflict with judicial obligations while 

conducting extra-judicial activities. Rules 100.1 , 100.2(A), 100.3(B)(l ), 

100.3(B)(2), 100.3(B)(3) and 100.4(A)(2). 

It is well-settled that judges are held to a higher standard of conduct than the 

general public. Matter of Kuehnel, 49 NY2d 465, 469 ( 1980) ("[ s ]tandards of 

conduct on a plane much higher than for those of society as a whole, must be 

observed by judicial officers so that the integrity and independence of the judiciary 

will be preserved"); Lonschein, 50 NY2d at 572 ("[m]embers of the judiciary 

should be acutely aware that any action they take, whether on or off the bench, 
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must be measured against exacting standards of scrutiny to the end that public 

perception of the integrity of the judiciary will be preserved"). 

Here, Respondent not only displayed his handgun in a holster while walking 

around the courthouse and while smoking just outside, but on at least one occasion, 

he removed the gun from its holster inside his courtroom during a public comt 

session and placed it on the bench. This conduct constituted a clear violation of his 

concealed carry pistol pe1mit and demonstrates his utter disregard for the law and 

the Rules. Worse, it created a needlessly dangerous situation in the courtroom. Cf 

Matter of Putorti, 2023 Ann Rep_ (Commn on Jud Conduct, Sept 9, 2022) 

( disciplining judge for inter alia the "disturbing and dangerous act" of brandishing 

a handgun in his courtroom). Accordingly, it constitutes misconduct. 
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CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, Commission Counsel respectfully requests that 

the Commission grant this motion for summary determination, find that 

Respondent has engaged in judicial misconduct, and set a schedule for briefs and 

oral argument before the Commission on the issue of sanction. 

Dated: November 4, 2022 
Albany, New York 

Of Counsel: 

Cathleen S. Cenci 
Edward Lindner 
Denise Buckley 
David P. Strom es 

By: 
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ROBERT H. TEMBECKJIAN 
Administrator and Counsel 
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Shruti Joshi 
Staff Attorney 
Commission on Judicial Conduct 
Corning Tower, Suite 2301 
Albany, NY 12223 
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