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ACTION TAKEN IN 2013 

 

 

 
In 177 matters, the Commission authorized full-fledged investigations. Depending on the nature 
of the complaint, an investigation may entail interviewing witnesses, subpoenaing witnesses to 
testify and produce documents, assembling and analyzing various court, financial or other 
records, making court observations, and writing to or taking testimony from the judge. 
 
During 2013, in addition to the 177 new investigations, there were 183 investigations pending 
from the previous year. The Commission disposed of the combined total of 360 investigations as 
follows: 
 

• 113 complaints were dismissed outright. 

• 17 complaints involving 17 different judges were dismissed with letters of 
dismissal and caution.   

• 12 complaints involving 8 different judges were closed upon the judge’s 
resignation. 

• 11 complaints involving 10 different judges were closed upon vacancy of 
office due to reasons other than resignation, such as the expiration of the 
judge’s term. 

• 22 complaints involving 17 different judges resulted in formal charges being 
authorized. 

• 185 investigations were pending as of December 31, 2013. 
 

FORMAL WRITTEN COMPLAINTS 

As of January 1, 2013, there were pending Formal Written Complaints in 23 matters involving 
14 different judges. In 2013, Formal Written Complaints were authorized in 22 additional 
matters involving 17 different judges. Of the combined total of 45 matters involving 31 judges, 
the Commission acted as follows: 
                  

• 16 matters involving 12 different judges resulted in formal discipline 
(admonition, censure or removal from office). 

• One matter involving one judge resulted in a letter of caution after formal 
disciplinary proceedings that resulted in a finding of misconduct. 

• Eight matters involving five different judges were closed upon the judge’s 
resignation from office, all five resignations becoming public by stipulation.  

• Three matters involving two different judges were closed due to the expiration 
of the judge’s term. 

• In one matter involving one judge, the Formal Written Complaint was 
withdrawn and the complaint was dismissed. 

• 16 matters involving 10 different judges were pending as of December 31, 
2013. 
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ALL COMPLAINTS CONSIDERED SINCE THE COMMISSION’S INCEPTION IN 1975 

                                                           
 SUBJECT 
 OF 
 COMPLAINT 

DISMISSED ON 
FIRST REVIEW 

OR 
PRELIMINARY 

INQUIRY 

 
 STATUS OF INVESTIGATED COMPLAINTS  
 

 
 

TOTALS 

PENDING DISMISSED CAUTION RESIGNED CLOSED* ACTION* 

INCORRECT RULING 20,871       20,871 

NON-JUDGES 6,676       6,676 

DEMEANOR 3,651 40 1,291 335 129 123 257 5,826 

DELAYS 1,529 11 187 97 36 22 31 1,913 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST 755 15 502 163 58 30 144 1,667 

BIAS 1,930 8 289 57 31 21 34 2,370 

CORRUPTION 542 6 137 14 42 23 41 805 

INTOXICATION 59 1 41 8 16 4 30 159 

DISABILITY/QUALIFICATIONS 64 1 34 2 18 14 6 139 

POLITICAL ACTIVITY 376 14 293 194 24 34 51 986 

FINANCES/RECORDS/TRAINING 305 19 332 210 141 97 104 1,208 

TICKET-FIXING 27 2 90 160 44 62 169 554 

ASSERTION OF INFLUENCE 242 23 185 90 31 11 64 646 

VIOLATION OF RIGHTS 2,503 56 539 223 96 53 97 3,567 

MISCELLANEOUS 835 5 261 86 33 43 60 1,323 

 TOTALS 40,365 201 4,181 1,639 699 537 1,088 48,710 

* Matters are “closed” upon vacancy of office for reasons other than resignation.  “Action” includes determinations of admonition, 
censure and removal from office by the Commission since its inception in 1978, as well as suspensions and disciplinary 
proceedings commenced in the courts by the temporary and former commissions on judicial conduct operating from 1975 to 1978. 
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