STATE OF NEW YORK
COMMISSION ON JUDICIAL CONDUCT

In the Matter of the Investigation of
-Complaints Pursuant to Section 44,

Subdivisions 1 and 2, of the Judiciary

Law in Relation to Joseph G. Makowski, a STIPULATION
Justice of the Supreme Court, '
Erie County.

THE FOLLOWING iS HEREBY STIPULATED 'bf ana between Robert H.
Temﬁeckjian, Admim-strator aﬁd Counsel to the Commission on Judicial Conduct (hereinaﬁer.
“Commission™), the Honorable J oseph G. Makowski (“respondent”)'and his attorney, Richard T.
Sullivan, Esq.

1. - Respondent was admitted to the practice of law in New York in 1979. He
is 55 years of age. He was elected as a Justice of. -fhe Supreme Court, Erie County, for a 14-year
term that commenced on January 1, 1999.

2. The Commission is investigating a}complaint concerning respondent’s

‘publicly reported off—the—bench action in assisting an acquaintance, which, inter alia, involved
allegations that he failed to uphold the integrity and independence of the judiciary, in violation of
section 100.1 of the Rules; failed to respect and comply with the law and failed to actin a
manuer that upholds public confidence in the integrity and impartiality of the judiciary, in
violation of Section 100.2(A) of the Rules; al_lowed a social relationship to influence his judi‘ciair
conduct, in violation.of Section 100.2(B) of the Ruies; lent the prestige of judicial office to
advance T;hé: private interest of another and voluntarily provided evidence, inl violation of Section
100 2(C) of the Rules, and acted in a manner that detracted from the dignity of his judicial Qfﬁce

in violation of Section 100.4(AX2) of the Rules.



3. Respondent submitted his resignation as a Supreme Court Justice by letter
dated February 20, 2009, to Justice Sharon S. Townsend, Administrative Judge of the'Eighth
Judicial District. Respondent’s resignation became effective on March 6, 2009. A copy of the

‘resignation letter is appended as Exhibit 1.

4, Pursuant to Section 47 of the Judiciary Law, the Commission’s
jurisdiction over a judge continues for 120 days after resignation from office, and the
Commission is authorized to render a detérmination that the judge be removed from office.
Remqva} bars é Jjudge frcm holdéng judicial office in the future.

| A Reépondent affirms that he will neither seek nor accept judicial office ora
position as a Judicial Hearing Officer at any time in the future.

6. Iﬁ view of the foregoing, all parties to this Siipuiation rest;_ctful}y request
that the Commission.close'the pending matter based upon this Stipuiation.‘

7. Respondent waives confidentiality as provided by Seotion 45 of the

Judiciary Law to the limited extent that this Stipulation will be made public if accepted by the

R et

Conmumission.

Dated: /7 Jnt.. 200 f{ XS A -
J’Q/ /é/L ;7 ' Honor le Jose Wik
Resp dent /

Rllog

Rlchaird T. Sullivan, Esd:
Attorney for Respondent

Dated: N\“"’l 21,2009 T@‘X HM

Robert H. Tembeckjian, Eslq.
Administrator & Counsel to the Commission
(Johm J. Postel, Of Counsel)

[/

Dated: N\q_l RL\:tQ_@Oﬁ




NYyZ SUPREME OF : PAGE  B2/8%
T3 bl S A L=

m2/28/2083 18121 71e-E5L-2364

ﬂr "

SUFREME ZOWRT CHAMBERE M F 4 !,r!mrJ
STATE OF NEW YORK : ’ R
BUFFALS, NJY, 18202

71EeNATRAES
Fax; fol.2384

LHARBEQS O
Jmegrsd & MaRDWR KT
) JusTice

- Febroary 20, 2009,

Hom, Sharon 8. Townsand

Administrative Judge, Eighth Judieial District
92 Franklin Street

Buffalo, NY 14202

Re:  Resignation

Dear Tustice Townsand:

This letter will serve to advise you that | have dezided to resipn my position ae 2. Justics
of the New York Siate Supreme Court effective March 5, 2009,

1thas been a distinet privilegeto serve 25 2 member of the Court for the past 10 years.

&/l

Makowski, 1.5.6/

Very tnly yogs,

cci  Hom Ann Pfau, Chief Administrative fudge




